
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Exploration Classes begin at  

10:30 am Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA  SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Tom McConville, and Bill Welge. 
 

SEPTEMBER 1 Andrea Burniske, Director, GIRL Project at Save the Children:  Girls Are Part of the Largest  

  Youth Generation in History. What Does the Future Have In Store for Them?  A Viewpoint From 

  17 Years of Global Experience  

SEPTEMBER 8 Susan Benedict, Certified Kitchen Designer.  “Are You Prepared to ‘Age in Place’?” 

SEPTEMBER 15 Mayor Tony Roswarski:  The City of Lafayette—What’s New for the City? 

SEPTEMBER 22 Cheryl Precious, Director of Development, Food Finders Food Bank:  Solutions to Hunger 

  in Mid-North Indiana 

SEPTEMBER 29 Betty Memmer, Director Planned Parenthood, Lafayette:  Planned Parenthood 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

SEPTEMBER 1, LABOR DAY 

“Studs Terkel, 

Working Reader Theater” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Lybrook 

SHARING OF 

JOYS & SORROWS 

 

In celebration of Labor Day, Rev. Davis and 

others will read selections from Studs 

Terkel's classic selection Working in which 

people rich and poor explain the fulfillment 

and challenge in their jobs. 

 

SEPTEMBER 8 

“Water Communion” 

Worship Leader: 

Worship Associate: 

Sheila Garrett, DRE 

Sound:  Mike Marsh 

POTLUCK SUNDAY 

 

This all ages service reconnects our 

community after the summer season.  Bring 

a small amount of water representing some 

place you visited over the summer. We will 

pour it into one vessel representing the 

world we share. 

 

SEPTEMBER 15 

“What is Unitarianism?” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate:  Bill Welge 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Gary Mueller 

 

Unitarian is the term used to describe the 

belief that God is one.  What is the history 

behind this term? What is the philosophical 

unity that holds our faith together? 

 

SEPTEMBER 22 

“What Is Universalism?” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Noland 

 

Universalism is the belief that no one will 

spend eternity in Hell. What is the history of 

this belief.  How can we talk about it in the 

present day. 

 

SEPTEMBER 29 

“What UU Means to Me” 

Worship Leader: Bill Welge 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Mary Finley 

 

Members and friends share their “Spiritual 

Journeys” with the congregation, and 

describe how they came to be drawn to 

Unitarian Universalism. 

 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS: 

“ONE LOvE fOR ALL” 

 

Where does love come from?  The holiest of 

human experiences makes life sacred. 

The source of love may be the universe itself.  

Once contained in a singularity, all matter was 

an unfathomable black hole before the big bang.  

Like the universe, love expands one beyond 

deep dark loneliness.  The Bible says that the 

earth was without form, and void; and darkness 

was upon the face of the deep.   Until God said 

“Let there be light.”  Relationship was not 

possible until the universe was separated.  

Though we are separate love is what binds us 

together. 

 

The source of love is holy.  People have many 

names for the holy: God, Brahman, The Tao, 

Nature and many more.  What ever we name the 

source of love, we are all called to live in love.  

Jesus told his disciples to love their enemies.  

This suggests that no one can be excluded from 

perfect love.  On the cross Jesus is reported to 

have said, “Forgive them for they know not 

what they are doing.”  Thus ignorance is an 

excuse.  An atheist may think a believer is 

ignorant of science. A believer may think an 

atheist is ignorant of faith.  Most religions 

persecute others who they think are ignorant of 

the correct faith.  But what we think is not the 

most important.  We are called to love and to 

forgive what we perceive as ignorance in others. 

Instead of restricting our concept of truth to the 

limits of our understanding, love helps us 

expand our wisdom and include every one. 
 

If God exists at all then God is love. 

If love exists at all, then love is God. 

If love and God are one, there is one love for all. 
 

   Blessings to all, 
   Rev. Charlie 



 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Mark VanMeeter 

mvanmeeter@comcast.net 
 

Board President Elect 

Gale Charlotte 

galekchar@gmail.com 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Kirstensknits@aol.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Randy Myer 

randy@rlmyer.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

djhugheslmhc@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Kris Taylor 

Kris@KTAYLORANDASSOC.com 
 

Trustee 

Sherry Tripodi 

sherrytripodi@yahoo.com 

 

Trustee 
Bill Welge 

oxygenphilosophy@gmail.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Exploration 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance Issues 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Newsletter articles are due on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month.  No exceptions will be made.  

Thank you. 
 

Newsletter Deadline: 

3rd Thursday, September 19,  5:00 pm 

E-mail articles to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator mailbox, Room 106. 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

765.743.8812; uuc@uulafayette.org 

 

September is typically a time of renewed activity at the UUC, with this month 

certainly being no exception. A short list of upcoming events includes the 

traditional Water Communion Service, the start of Religious Exploration classes, 

the Service Auction, and the "Building Your Own Theology" workshops. The 

scheduling of these activities is coordinated through Program Council, which 

meets at 7PM on the first Tuesday of every month. This is an open forum where 

committee and interest group representatives gather to discuss and help schedule 

the upcoming events on the UUC calendar. The success of these events depends 

on careful planning by both volunteers and staff. 

 

 

Program Council is sponsoring an Opportunity Fair on September 15th. 

Representatives from several committees and interest groups within the UUC 

will be available in the Fellowship Hall before and after service to provide 

information about their activities. This is an excellent chance to find out more 

about what's happening at the church and, perhaps, find a group that shares your 

interests. 

 

 

On the financial front, the Service Auction on September 21 is one of our 

biggest fundraisers. By all accounts, this year's "Get Your Green On" auction 

promises to be an event you won't want to miss. If you're interested in tickets, 

volunteering, or donating please contact Julie Rubsam at 765-412-2967. 

 

 

We have a lot of exciting things happening this month at the UUC. I hope to see 

you there. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Mark VanMeeter 
President Board of Trustees 
 
 

PROGRAM COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

 
Program Council meets each first Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m., next 

on 3 September Conference Room 101/103.  Committee chairs regularly 

attend to support all activities and assure better communication. 

Individuals planning church-sponsored events need to attend to present a 

plan to the council for open discussion.   Send agenda items at least one 

week in advance to Program Council facilitator & immediate past board 

president Cindy Gerlach, cjgerlach@gmail.com. 

 

 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, September 16 

 
Board Meetings take place each 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm in Conference 

Room 101/103, next on Tuesday, 16 September 2013. Church members are 

welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the Board 

of Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns. 
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RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

About 30 advisors from 

across the MidAmerica 

region attended AdvisorCON 
at Countryside Church in 

Palatine, IL, in early August. 

It was a great opportunity to 

meet with other UUs 

passionate about youth 

ministry, share best practices, 

and gather ideas to bring back 

to our youth group. 

 

One of the most exciting 

things that occurred over the 

course of the weekend was 

the official adoption of 

bylaws of the MidAmerica 

Youth Advisors Network 

(MAYAN). The Heartland 

representative on the 

MAYAN board is Tim 

Murphy, a longtime youth 

advisor from UUI in 

Indianapolis. All 

MidAmerica UUs working 

with youth are invited to be 

members of the network. Its 

purpose is to support youth 

ministry in the MidAmerica 

region, and by maintaining 

ties to other congregations, 

we’ll be better positioned to 

provide new opportunities to 

our youth. 

 

One thread that kept coming 

up as a desire among all 

congregations was to promote 

interaction between the 

generations, so keep your 

eyes peeled for events and 

activities where you will be 

able to share your time and 

talent with the youth group. 

 

I left AdvisorCON feeling 

motivated and energized for 

the coming year. Thank you 

for your continuous support 

of our UU youth. 
   

            Kat Braz,, 
           Youth Advisor 
 
 

 

Lord, it is time. The summer was very big. Lay thy shadow on the sundials, and on the 

meadows let the winds go loose. Command the last fruits that they shall be full; give them 

another two more southerly days, press them on to fulfillment and drive the last sweetness 

into the heavenly wine. 

~Rainer Maria Rilke 
 

Some long, hot summers seem to drag on forever, but this year summer has flown by!  Through Labor 

Day, we will continue to have a relaxed program for K-5th grade kids comprised of stories, art, and 

time on the playground. Our new church year will begin September 8th with our traditional all ages 

water communion service. Religious exploration classes begin the following Sunday, September 15th. 

We have some very exciting changes in our programming and new volunteers I am looking forward to 

working with this year!  Because we found that workshop rotation wasn't a good fit for our youngest 

children last year, our preschool and kindergarten class will move to Spirit Play this fall.  To prepare 

our guides for this exciting new approach, UUC will be hosting an all day training with Dr. Nita 

Penfold on October 5th.  The training will be open to the entire region, but limited to a total of 15 

participants, ensuring a quality training experience. The guides for Spirit Play will be Beth Misner, 

Beth Garrettson, and Lorraine Myer. 

 

We still have a number of families who need to get their religious exploration registration forms in. 

Registering your child helps us to plan more effectively, make sure we are aware of medical issues or 

special needs, provides the church with necessary releases, and gives us the most current emergency 

contact information.  In order to adhere to our church Safe Congregations Policy, new or visiting 

families will be allowed to participate twice before being required to register.  Forms can be found in 

the narthex, just before you enter the sanctuary, in the library, or on the desk in the hall near the 

offices. 

 

Based on projections from last year's attendance sheets, our elementary classes were divided a bit 

differently this year for Workshop Rotation than last. First and second grade will meet together as a 

class, third grade is a single class, and fourth grade is a class.  These classes will continue with a 

similar format as last spring, with one of the three guides assigned to each class starting off the session 

with the ritual chalice lighting, conducting a check-in, and taking attendance before turning over the 

class to a visiting teacher, who will teach a workshop related to the month's theme.  Outstanding UU's 

will be a prominent thread running through our workshops this year, and Unitarian Universalism and 

the 7 principles are loosely our themes.  Guides for the first/second grade class are Sherry Tripodi, 

Beth Hoffmann, and Wendy Schmitzer-Torbert.  Kirsten Reynolds, Amy Bauer, and Kim Harden will 

be the guides for third grade and  Gale Charlotte, Susannah Hall-Justice, and Michelle Murphy are the 

guides in the forth grade class. 

 

The middle school class of fifth-eighth graders will use The Questing Year to lead them through four 

quests tied to the themes of self, church, mystery, and social action. Teachers for the middle school 

class are Andrea Burniske, Frank Arnold, and Amy French.  Approximately once per month, the 

middle school will be invited to join the younger kids in Spirit Circle (formerly called Children's 

Chapel)  for a larger group worship experience and special enrichment project. 
 

The high school youth group advisors are Kat Braz, Mark Van Meeter, Josh Prokopy, Jason Rubsam, 

Julie Rubsam, and Tim Martinez.  Under guidance of their advisors, youth themselves direct 

discussion and activities. There will be opportunities throughout the year for youth to travel to district 

youth conferences (affectionately known as "Cons."),  some "just for fun" outings, and possibly a 

major social justice project or trip. The first event of the year will be RE Kick-off after church on 

Sunday, September 8th, when the gang goes to see youth group member Ariel Laukins in the civic 

theatre production of "Still Kicking."  October 11th-13th, UUC will host the UUA MidAmerica 

region's Youth Chaplaincy training. 
 

A mandatory training is scheduled for all religious exploration guides and advisors for September 8th 

in rooms 101-03 at 12:15.  There will be a short time at the end for workshop rotation guides to 

coordinate and plan a schedule.  Parents- look for a schedule of our workshops, teachers, and the 

guides who will be present will be posted monthly on our church website under the religious 

exploration tab and also in the newsletter. 
 

It's going to be a great year! 
 

See you in church! 
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Calendar Highlights 
CHURCH CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 1 

Fellowship Team Leaders: 

Randy & Lorraine Myer 

Sanctuary Preparation: 

Nina Kirkpatrick 

 
SEPTEMBER 8, POTLUCK!

New Fellowship Team Leaders 

tba 

Sanctuary Preparation: 

Nina Kirkpatrick 

 
SEPTEMBER 15 

Fellowship Team Leader: tba 

Sanctuary Preparation: 

Nina Kirkpatrick 

 

SEPTEMBER 22Fellowship 

Team Leader: tba 

Sanctuary Preparation: 

Robin Poindexter 

 

SEPTEMBER 29 

Fellowship Team Leader: tba 

Sanctuary Preparation: 

Nina Kirkpatrick 

 
Stay tuned for the list of new 

Fellowship Teams. The new 

teams will begin serving on 

September 15. If you are not 

contacted by a team leader by 

September 15, please contact 

Sherry Tripodi at 269-9199 or 

sherrytripodi@yahoo.com. 

 
 

  
 

Weekly 
Sunday, September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

 9:00 am, Forum, 101/103 

 10:30 am, Worship & RE 

 Magazine Exchange, September 1 (1st Sunday of month) 

 Potluck, September 8, 2nd Sunday this month  

 Talk and Tour, 2nd Sundays, September  8 

 Membership Class next meets next September 8 

Monday, September  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 7:30 am, Taiji Qigong with Lisa Peterson (anyone may join at any 

 time; FH) 

 7:00 pm, Monday Meditation, 101/103 

Tuesday, September 3, 10, 17, 24 

 7:00 am, Taiji with Lisa Peterson (open to those who have  

   completed the long-yang/88 steps form; FH) 

 7:00 pm, Lafayette Chamber Singers resumes August 20 (S) 

Wednesday, September 4, 11, 18, 25 

 7:30 am, Taiji Qigong with Lisa Peterson (anyone may join at any 

 time; FH) 

 12:00 pm, The Principled Group, 101/103 

 7:00pm Choir (S) 

Thursday, September 5, 12, 19, 26 

 7:00 am, Taiji with Lisa Peterson (open to those who have  

   completed the long-yang/88 steps form; FH)  

 5:40 pm, Dinner @MCL 

 5:30 pm, Zazen; Zen Chanting & Reading; sitting; M 

Friday, September 6, 13, 20, 27 

 7:30 am, Taiji Qigong with Lisa Peterson (anyone may join at any 

 time; FH) 

Saturday, September 7, 14, 21, 28 

 8:00 am, Zen, Meditation Room 
 

Bi-Weekly 
Monday, September 2, 16, 1:30 pm, Writers' Group, 106 

Thursday, September 5, 19, 7:30 pm, SHM/UU House Band, S 

Friday, September 6, 20, 6:30 pm, PRYSM, 102 
 

By Date 
1  Sunday, POTLUCK held next week following service! 

   7:30 pm, Lafayette Area Peace Coalition (101/103) 

2  Monday, Labor Day Holiday, Office Closed 

3  Tuesday, 5:30 pm, Program Council 101/103 

4  Wednesday, 7:00 pm Choir (S) 

7 Saturday, 8:00 am Caring Paws Service Dog Testing (Admin.  

 Wing, Playground area) 

8 Sunday, POTLUCK held following service! 

   12 pm UU Fiberarts Quilting Bee (Youth Room) 

   12 pm UU Membership Class, Discovering Your Spiritual Path 

   12:15 pm Mandatory RE Training for Teachers, Guides, Youth 

    Advisors, 101/103, until 2pm 

   4pm Building Your Own Theology, Session 1 of 10, 101/103 
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SEPTEMBER SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TEAM 

LEADERS, SANCTUARY PREPARATION 

 
 

By Date, cont’d. 
10 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Pastoral Care, 106 

  7:00 pm, ACLU-IN Board, 212 

  7:30 pm UU Drumming Circle with cirqueAfrique’s  

   Sundeep Rao and Robin Pickett 

11 Wednesday, Minister at HUUMA Meeting, Indianapolis 

12 Thursday, 7:00 pm, Healing Service (S) 

   7:00 pm Social Justice Committee, 101/103 

15 Sunday, Kickoff for Child & Youth RE School Year 

  New Fellowship Team Leaders Training 

  OPPORTUNITY FAIR BEFORE & AFTER SERVICE! 
  4:00 pm UU Photo Group, 106 

  4:00 pm Building Your Own Theology, Session 2, 101/103 

17 Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Board Meeting, 3rd Tuesdays, 101/103 

18 Thursday, Newsletter Deadline 

21 Happy Autumnal Equinox 

 UU SERVICE AUCTION!  Doors open at 5, event begins 

 5:30, childcare available.  Irish Fare, Music, Live & Silent 

 Auction. 

22 Sunday, 4:00 pm Building Your Own Theology, Session 3, 

  101/103 

24 Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Committee On Ministry 

26 Thursday, 5:30 pm A-REC, SW’s home 

28 Saturday, 10:00 am Quarterly Meditation Workshop 

  with Jason Kniola 

29 Sunday, 4:00 pm Building Your Own Theology, Session 3, 

   101/103 

eptember 
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TALK AND TOUR ON 2ND 

SUNDAYS AFTER SERVICE, 

FOLLOWED BY 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

 

Please join us immediately following service 

each 2nd Sunday for “Talk and Tour,” next on 

August 11.  This 15 minute guided walk through 

the building is designed to familiarize 

newcomers with our congregation and 

facilities.  Participants do not need to sign up in 

advance—simply gather at the Newcomers Table 

outside the Fellowship Hall at 11:45. Thanks! 

 
 

UU MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 

FOR 2013 

 
 

UU Membership Classes for 2013 meet each 2nd 

Sunday on a rotating basis after service 

(following Talk and Tour), presented by Rev. 

Charlie Davis and the Membership Committee.  

Sessions will be held in Rm. 106; lunch will be 

available at all classes.  Child care will be 

available if requested one week in advance. If 

you plan to attend, please RSVP to Sherry 

Tripodi, sherrytripodi@yahoo.com one week 

prior to class, so we have an accurate count for 

food and child care.  

 

DISCOVERING YOUR SPIRITUAL PATH 

September 8.  What gifts have you kept from 

your religious heritage? What have you 

discarded? How do you wish to improve yourself 

and the world?  Come explore and share your 

stories with others. By speaking our truth and 

listening to others, we can deepen the meaning of 

community.  Intended for everyone. 

 

EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP:  

PARTICIPATING AT UUC, WEST LAFAYETTE 

Next tba. Learn more about the history of our 

UU church and what it means to be a member. 

This course is intended for visitors who are 

interested in learning more about membership. 

 

UU HISTORY  Next tba. This class will cover 

topics such as: How did this denomination get to 

where it is today and how did Unitarian 

Christianity and Universalist Christianity evolve 

into the free religion we have today?  By 

reviewing some of the controversies of the past 

we see how they shape our present.  Intended for 

everyone new and old to UU congregations. 

 Under 

      Our 

           Roof 
 

Congratulations to Tom and Susanne McConville on the recent marriage of their 

daughter, Elizabeth, to Chris Gambino, in Chicago.  Best wishes to the couple in their 

journey together! 
 

Congratulations to Kathy Willowoode on the birth of her new baby granddaughter, 

Luna Joellen Rayne Wolf.  She was born on August 19 (almost a full moon!) at 1am.  

She was almost 4 weeks early, but weighs nearly 7 pounds.  Welcome, little Luna 

Wolf! 
 

Karl Lohmann's sister, Betty Faucett, of Urbana, Illinois, died on August 10 at the 

age of 93.  We are sorry for your loss, Karl. 
 

Mary Ann Foley will be having surgery on August 28 at St Frances Health Center in 

Carmel.  She will be staying with a friend after her hospitalization. We are wishing 

you a all the best during your surgery Mary Ann and a speedy recovery. 
 

Sue Robinson had a brief stay at St. Elizabeth Central last week but is happy to be 

home now. We send our healing thoughts, Sue. 
 

Lola Straub is recovering from a fall and cellulitis in her leg.  Feet up, ice and rest 

Lola!  We hope you will be better soon. 
 

Suzan Windnagel received fabulous news last week that she is now in remission!  We 

celebrate with you all the goodness this new brings. 
 

Marge Hood had a procedure on her back on August 14.  We wish you strength and 

renewed health Marge. 
 

Lucille Zarse's son, Anthony Henry, died two weeks ago at Regency Place where he 

had been residing for quite some time.  Last week Lucille's husband, Harold Zarse, 

also died.  He was in Hospice Care at Rosewalk Village. There will be a memorial 

service for Harold to be announced. We are so sorry for your loss, Lucille. 
 

Chris Garretson's father, who had been in Hospice care, passed away peacefully on 

August 10th surrounded by Chris and his immediate family.  The funeral was August 

17th in Crown Point, IN.  In lieu of flowers please make donations to either Meals on 

Wheels of Northwest Indiana where he volunteered, or the Crown Point Community. 

Our heartfelt thoughts are with you and your family Chris. 
 

Two of our congregants, Lee Sullivan and Ariel Laukins, have parts in the play, 

STILL KICKING, at the Civic Theater in Lafayette.  The play opens on August 30. 

Break a leg women (not really)! 
 

Congratulations to Denise Wilson on the debut 

of her new CD, A Song the Birds Believe.  

The CD release concert on the evening of 

August 17 featured Michael Lewis, and 

Denise’s children Chance Heasty and Emma 

Mock.  It was a fantastic success, that had 

people both shedding tears, and dancing in the 

aisles.  Félicitations, et bien joué, Denise! 
 

  Linda LeMar, Chair, 
  Pastoral Care Group 

 

 

TALK & TOUR, MEMBERSHIP CLASSES, AND CONGREGANT NEWS 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

MARTHA JANE GIPSON 
 

Martha was raised by liberal parents who gave 

up on organized religion when she was very 

young.  She first attended the youth group at 

our church in the mid 1970's when it was still 

called Liberal Religious Youth (LRY.)  She 

returned to the church in 1997 after moving 

back to Indiana from the Pacific Northwest.  
 

As the third of four children from a liberal 

family living in the little town of 

Montmorenci on the edge of Tippecanoe 

County, she was very thankful to find LRY, 

where she was accepted as an individual, 

encouraged to explore different beliefs, and 

became a youth leader.  
 

Martha has two daughters in their twenties. River is 29 and earning her Ph.D. in Art History at 

the University of Wisconsin. Gaia Rose is 26 and earning a bachelor's in Community Health at 

Portland State University. Her granddaughter, Lucy, age 6, loves to participate in art and sports, 

and to read chapter books.  
 

Martha has always worked with children and families.  While living in Portland, Oregon she 

taught kindergarten at the Waldorf School.  Now she teaches Writing Development at Frankfort 

Middle School.  
 

In her free time Martha loves to visit with family and friends, cook vegetarian delights, continue 

learning Spanish, play marimba music, sing and play guitar, bicycle, grow flowers, herbs, and 

vegetables, read all sorts of books, and dance. 
 

Martha has been a long-time member of the Worship Committee. In earlier years, she wrote 

several of the introductory statements we hear from the worship associates on Sunday morning. 

In 2001, she brought the Winter Solstice Spiral ceremony to the congregation. When the UUA 

Study Action Issue was centered on immigration reform, she worked with the Social Justice 

Committee to study, discuss and mobilize education around this issue. 

 

STAFF OFFICE HOURS FOR 2013-2014 
 

Rev. Charlie Davis, Minister: Tuesday-Thursday 1-7pm. 

Other times by appointment 
 

Sheila Garrett. Director of Religious Exploration: Monday-Tuesday 1-5 pm. 

Other times by appointment. 
 

Karin Bergman, Office Administrator:  Monday-Thursday, 9am-6pm 
 

There are a few reasons for these changes from previously.  I want to set Friday aside 

for pastoral visits. There are people in our congregation who have chronic issues and I 

wish to touch base with them more frequently. Having a dedicated time to set aside for 

visitation allows this to happen.  I will of course respond to urgent matters as they arise. 
 

Sheila has typically had office hours on Wednesday.  I took Wednesday from the 

schedule so she could have more flexibility especially in winter when it may be safer for 

her to drive home on Wednesday during the day rather than at night.  Much of her work 

involves phone calls and emails that can be done from any location. 
 

Karin has a new second job. She will be working for the Tippecanoe Historical Society 

at the park in Battleground on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
 

Please note that the hours listed are office hours and not the total hours that are worked 

in a week.  Karin and I are full time salaried employees.  Sheila is a ¾ time salaried 

employee.  As their supervisor, I can attest that they often work more hours as the need 

arises. 

     Reverend Daniel Charles Davis, Minister 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

VISION 2013 
 

The Membership Committee’s 

vision for 2013 is to nurture and 

support members through all 

stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this vision 

we would like to encourage the 

entire church to participate in 

growing and sustaining our 

congregation. 
 

MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 
 

The Membership Committee is 

composing biographies of 

every church member, placed 

each month on the Membership 

bulletin board and then 

published in the newsletter.  As 

new biographies are added to 

the membership board, old 

biographies will be “archived” 

in a scrapbook in the library. 
 

New members will be a priority 

for biographies so we can get 

to know our newest 

congregants quickly. 

Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, 

we’ll also be publishing 

biographies of “old” members. 
 

This month we feature 

biography of  Martha Jane 

Gipson. 
 

If you have not yet completed a 

biography or are a new 

member/friend of the church, 

notify Joshua Prokopy, 

josh@prokopyfamily.com and 

he will contact you regarding 

how to contribute your 

information for publication in 

the Lighted Chalice Newsletter.  

Many thanks to Joshua for 

writing these biographies! 
 

Sherry Tripodi, 
Interim Membership Chairperson 
sherrytripodi@yahoo.com.  
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Annual Fellowship Groups 2013 

Everyone – from first-time visitors to lifetime members –  is encouraged to join at least one group! 

This is a great way to get to know other church friends and members! 

 

 Book Group. This group reads a variety of different types of books and usually meets on Sundays.  Gale Charlotte 

galekchar@gmail.com. 

 Digital Photography. This group generally meets on Sunday afternoons and members share tips and techniques.  Caroline 

Barnhart, cbarnhart32@frontier.com. 

 Families with Kids. This group meets in family-friendly locations throughout the year. Josh Prokopy, 

josh@prokopyfamily.com. 

 Feminist Book Group. This group reads books (mostly fiction) written by women authors about strong female characters.  

Men are welcome! Usually meets on Friday evenings.  Linda Prokopy lprokopy@gmail.com. 

 Herbs Group.  This group will be focusing on medicinal herbs in 2012-2013.  Lisa Pantea lisapantea@gmail.com or JJ 

Rode jj-home@fpnmail.com. 

 Looking for Laughs.  This group will go to funny movies, live shows, etc.  Dorothy Hughes, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com. 

 Men's Night Out.  Get together with other men to relax and make new friends.  Mike Tripodi, mtripodi@girtz.com. 

 Outdoor Group.  Join in fun group outdoor outings.  Activities may include hiking, canoeing, bird watching, etc. Rae 

Schnapp, raeschnapp@gmail.com. 

 Quilting Bee/Fiber Arts. This group meets in room 101/103 immediately following service each second Sunday of the 

month. Amanda Estes, amandaestes@gmail.com. 

 Softball Team. This team plays together during the season and meets periodically during the off-season.   Mike Tripodi, 

mtripodi@girtz.com. 

 UU Movie Group. This group watches movies together at church and at local movie theaters and gathers afterwards to 

discuss the movies. Joan Marshall jmarshall@purdue.edu, Chuck Reynolds vmritz@msn.com, or Verna Ritz 

vmritz@msn.com. 

 Women’s Night Out.  Spend time with other women to chat and get to know each other better. Christine Schertz, 

cdschertz@gmail.com.  Request to join Facebook page www.facebook.com/groups/502474896468152/. 

 Writers’ Group.  This group meets to share and support each other in writing endeavors.  They meet the first and third 

Mondays at 1:30 in Room 106.  Caroline Barnhart, cbarnhart32@frontier.com. 
 

~ To join a group, please contact the person listed.  

If you need a phone number, please contact Karin Bergman in the church office, 743-8812, uuc@uulafayette.org 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:  FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
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ATTENTION AMAZON SHOPPERS! 
 

Your online purchases at Amazon.com can now benefit the church. If you open the UUC website at 

uulafayette.wordpress.com and select Links from the menu you'll see an Amazon.com logo. Clicking on this will take 

you to Amazon.com, where your online shopping experience will be the same as usual - with one key difference. 

Amazon will pay the UUC a 6% commission on all purchases made in the session. You pay the same Amazon prices 

and use your normal Amazon account information when checking out. 

 

This program has the potential to be a significant revenue source for the church. All you need to do is remember to use 

the link on the UUC website. Once you've navigated to Amazon from the UUC website, you may also bookmark the 

page in your browser for later use. If you have any questions about this program, please contact Mark VanMeeter - 

mvanmeeter@comcast.net. 
 

Mark VanMeeter, President, Board of Trustees 

mailto:galekchar@gmail.com
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mailto:jj-home@fpnmail.com
mailto:raeschnapp@gmail.com
mailto:mtripodi@girtz.com
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mailto:cdschertz@gmail.com
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WE INVITE YOU TO A MONTHLY HEALING SERVICE 

AT THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH: 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

Where?  Unitarian Universalist Church (UU) 
  333 Meridian Street, W. Lafayette, Indiana 47906 

  Phone: 765-743-8812 

  email: uuc@uulafayette.org, web page: http://uulafayette.org 
 

When?  2ND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, 7PM 

  9.12, 10.10, 11.14,  12.12 
  Note that the doors close at 7pm each session. 

  Please plan to arrive before 7pm. 
 

About Energy Healing 

Energy healing has been known by varied names and styles throughout thousands of 

years. Energy healing is the way in which one human being can affect the health and 

well-being of another. Energy healing has but one mandate: to speed up or enhance 

an individual’s personal growth, and physical healing process. 
 

Energy is consciousness and consciousness is energy; change one and you affect the 

other. When we are physically, emotionally or spiritually out of balance, that can be 

seen and felt within our individual human energy fields. Our group of practitioners 

are trained to perceive disturbances and restore balance to the field. 
 

The energy around and throughout the human body is talked about in China in terms 

of Qi. In India, it is known as Prana. Even on the streets of America we talk about 

feeling “vibes.” The ability to affect this field of energy is a recognized cultural 

phenomena all over the planet. And just as there are many ways to affect the human 

body, such as with food, medicine, exercise, massage, and acupuncture, there are 

many ways to affect the human energy-consciousness system as well. 
 

Some of the modalities we use are Reiki, Therapeutic Touch Shamanism, and 

Brennan Healing Science. Energy healing should not be chosen as an alternative for 

religion, or for traditional psychotherapy, or for medical treatment in the case of a 

serious physical illness. 
 

About the circle 

We sit in a circle because of the field effect that is created. As each healer works, the 

energy field of the circle becomes bigger than the sum of the parts. 
 

As you arrive for the healing service 

You may consider taking a few moments to breathe deeply and center yourself, 

allowing any of the chaos from the day to pass. Notice any feelings or emotions you 

are experiencing. Notice any "dis-ease" you may be feeling in your body. Take a 

moment to pause and visualize your body's natural state as perfect health, an even 

mind and a calm heart. Now, you are ready to surrender and release anything that no 

longer serves your greatest good. 
 

We are growing mystical wings as we evolve, as any species does, in the direction 

that supports our survival. We are moving now toward a universal compassion 

because, if we do not, we will cause our own extinction....Our spiritual victory lies 

in rising above the mental forces of fear and limitation ....thus attaining the power to 

heal and be healed.  ~Marianne Williamson, Everyday Grace 
 

-Alan Cohen, businessman and author of “Chicken Soup for the Soul,” 

Joy is my compass 
 

Practitioners: Trudi Wildfeuer, Alison Howard, Julie Windhorst, 

Kathy Willowoode. 
 

Contact information: Please contact the UU Church Office for 

Additional details or questions. 
 

Thank you. 

Suzanne McConville, Healing Service Facilitator 

SAFE CONGREGATION COMMITTEE& HEALING SERVICES 

 

Our Covenant 
 

Love is the spirit of this church 

and service is its law. 
This is our covenant: 

to dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 

and to help one another. 

 
Our Mission Statement 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 

is a nurturing religious community 
that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth 

through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 

Unitarian Universalist Principles, 
we support each other 

in our life journeys and 

work toward social justice 
in the local and world communities. 

 
The Seven Principles 

Which Unitarian Universalist 

Congregations 

Affirm and Promote 
 

The inherent worth and dignity of 

every person; 

Justice, equity and compassion in hu-

man relations; 

Acceptance of one another and en-

couragement to spiritual growth in our 
congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth 

and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of 

the democratic  

process within our congregations and in 

society at large; 

The goal of world community with 

peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of 

all existence of which we are a part. 
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The Safe Congregation Committee (SCC) 

will be holding an all-church fire drill on 

Sunday, September 22nd.  We will be 

setting off the fire alarm, asking everyone 

to exit the church, and timing the event to 

look for ways in which we can improve. 
 

The fire alarm will be activated after the 

children have left the Sanctuary and their 

teachers/guides have had time to take 

attendance. 

It is possible that the alarm itself will not 

be audible in the Sanctuary - this is 

something the SCC is already aware of and 

will be working to correct!  It is likely that 

an SCC member will have to tell the 

congregation that we are in "fire drill 

mode". 
 

When that happens, please exit the 

Sanctuary quickly and calmly. Those 

sitting in the front third of the space 

(roughly the first 4-6 rows) should exit as 

able up onto the platform and out the 

nearest of the two exit doors.  They may 

exit the building out the door next to the 

music office.  Those sitting in the back two

-thirds of the Sanctuary should exit out the 

front doors.  Everyone should move to the 

very front of the property. 
 

At the same time, teachers, guides, and 

nursery workers will be responsible for 

shepherding the children under their care 

out the nearest exit and to the front of the 

property.  Parents, please do not remove 

your child(ren) from their teacher's care.  

The teachers are responsible for checking 

against attendance sheets to make sure 

every child makes it out safely.  If you 

must, you may join your child with the 

teacher. 
 

Everyone, please be aware of and assist 

anyone who may need it so that all may 

exit safely. 
 

PLEASE NOTE that in case of a real 

emergency, we would walk down the block 

and across Grant Street and onto West 

Lafayette High School property to make 

way for emergency workers. 
 

Your Safe Congregation Committee, 
Robin Poindexter 
Noemi Ybarra 
Cindy Gerlach 
Bill Cannon 

mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
http://uulafayette.org


 

  

The Social Justice Committee remains busy with a variety of 

activities.  Our next meeting is Thursday, September 12 from 7:00-8:30 

pm in Room 101/103 at the church. If you have questions, concerns, or 

ideas, contact Social Justice Committee Co-chairs Joan Marshall, 

j m a r s h a l 9 0 0 @ y a h o o . c o m ,  o r  T o m  M c C o n v i l l e , 

tmcconville1200@comcast.net. We would be delighted to have you 

join us. 
 

 

 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE: 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER:  350.0RG 

 

The theme for Change for Change in 2013 is "Social Justice and 

Climate Change.”  All loose coins in the Sunday offering will go to 

organizations striving to address social justice issues in these areas. 

 

Our September and October recipient of C4C is 350.org, a global 

grassroots organization of volunteers in 188 countries that have 

become the largest and most influential group of climate activists in the 

world. These volunteers work to change policies related to climate 

change, with the overall goal of influencing governments to adopt 

policies that would lower carbon emissions. Through on line 

campaigns, grassroots organizing, and mass public actions, 

350.org  raises climate awareness among individuals and promotes 

behavioral changes for living more sustainably. 

 

The name comes from the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

that scientists consider to be the safe upper limit, 350 parts per million 

(ppm) as an annual average.  We are currently at 400 ppm, so the goal 

of 350.org is to lower the amount of carbon dioxide to return planet 

earth to its safety zone. 

 

 

ENERGIZE INDIANA, 

ENERGIZE A FRIEND! 

 

Many thanks to all who have participated in the 

Energizing Indiana residential audit.  For each member/

supporter who completed a Home Energy Assessment, 

our church has received $25 from the Energizing 

Indiana community outreach and enrichment 

program.  Bill Welge, who has been instrumental 

in  encouraging participation in this incentive, will be 

initiating a new phase of the program called “Energize 

a Friend.”  All those who have received a home energy 

audit will be encouraged to invite one or more friend to 

schedule a free home energy audit online.  Please see 

www.tinyurl.com/energizeuu, or contact Bill Welge at 

765.409.3896 for assistance or further 

information.  Thank you! 

 

   Bill Welge, 
   Social Justice Committee 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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OUTfest 2013! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Greater Lafayette's annual pride 

celebration, OUTfest was celebrated on 

Saturday, August 3 on the John T. Myers 

Pedestrian Bridge--spanning the Wabash 

River and joining the two cities of 

Lafayette and West Lafayette. The 

weather was beautiful, the spot occupied 

by the UU table was shady and the river 

moved slowly and agreeably. We also 

were almost in hearing distance of the 

West Lafayette stage where the UU 

Church House band, Spontaneous 

Hopeful Monster, performed in the late 

afternoon.   Many thanks to those who 

handed out rainbow lollipops and bubbles 

and shared information about our 

fantastic UU congregation: Beth Misner, 

Ellen Gruenbaum, Kidd Decker, Rev. 

Charlie and Gail Davis, Dorothy Hughes, 

and Andrea Berniske.  Special thanks to 

Tom McConville for his helpfulness in 

setting up.  As always, it was a fun filled 

afternoon and evening. And five folks 

who visited our table on Saturday night 

showed up for church on Sunday! 

Yippee! 
 

Joan Marshall  
Co-chair, UU Social Justice Committee 
 

mailto:jmarshal900@yahoo.com
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Building Your Own Theology (10 Week Series—Sundays) 

4:00—6:00 p.m. 

September 8—November 10 
Based on the assumption that everyone is their own theologian, this classic UU 

adult education program invites participants to develop their own personal credos. 

10 sessions to be facilitated by Ellen Germann-Melosh or Kat Braz. Limited to 

16. To register contact Karin at uuc@uulafayette.org or 765-743-8812. Child care 

available if requested by at least 2 participants one week in advance.  (Please see 

article at left) 

 

Monthly Drumming Session (2nd Tuesdays) 

7:30 pm—9:00 pm 

August 13, September 10, October 8, November 12, December 10 
Structured drumming sessions! Learn about drumming in the West African style, 

facilitated by Sundeep Rao and Robin Pickett of the local West African 

percussion ensemble circAfrique. Bring your drum, or ask if a drum is available 

for use (there are about 6-8) for a small, extra donation. Your drum will need to 

make at least two distinct sounds. Bells, shakers, and other percussive instruments 

are welcome! $10 requested donation per session. Some scholarships available so 

let us know of your needs. RSVP & details: http://goo.gl/2gw2I or information 

email info@circafrique.com or call Suzan at 765-714-6173 or via Facebook pages 

for UUC or CircAfrique! 

 

Quarterly Meditation Workshops 

10:00 am—Noon September 28, December 14 
Workshop teaches various techniques to aid in stress relief, relaxation and helping 

to maintain a calm & centered mind. Workshop leader is Jason Kniola, Hakomi 

Body-Centered Psychotherapist. $10 requested donation. Child care available if 

requested by at least 2 participants one week in advance. To RSVP email Jason at 

jckniola@hotmail.com or via UUC’s Facebook page 

 

 

 

Ongoing at UUC! 

 

Monday Meditation: Mondays at 7:00 p.m. with Larry Hicks 

 

Zen Meditation: Thursday 5:30 pm, sitting, chanting & reading 

   Saturday 8:00 am, with Russ Flynn 

 

Taiji Qi Gong:  Monday/Wednesday/Friday 7:30 am 

   with Lisa Petersen 

 

Tai Chi:  with David McCain will reconvene this fall 

 

(Please note  Zen & Taiji Qui Gong time changes) 

 

 

 
     Suzan Windnagel 
     A-REC Chair   

     Suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 

     765-714-6173 
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A-REC:  ADULT RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION COUNCIL 

Building Your Own Theology: 

A Ten-Week Exploration 

Of Your Personal Belief System 
 

Most of us come from other faiths, or no faith, 

and have found comfort in this place we call 

Unitarian Universalism.  We easily can tell you 

what we DON’T believe.  Sharing what we do 

believe is much harder.  And no one is up in the 

pulpit telling us what we MUST believe. 

 

Building Your Own Theology is a program 

developed by Rev. Richard Gilbert to “provide 

some tools for building a theology based on 

materials of individual life experiences” (from 

Rev. Gilbert’s preface).  Each person who 

participates in this 10-week experience will 

come away with a deeper understanding of what 

the basis is for her or his beliefs. 

 

In Rev. Gilbert’s words: 

 

“If we are living, breathing, hurting, laughing, 

crying, questing human beings, it is impossible 

not to be theologians… Theology has to do with 

ultimate concern and commitment by whatever 

names we call them.  While theology can be, and 

often is, stuffy, deadly dull, and unutterably 

boring, it can be, and often is, exhilarating, 

exciting and endlessly fascinating.  Why?  

Because it has to do with the stuff of human 

experience, the meaning of being and 

becoming.” 

 

If you would like to explore your own theology 

and share your experience with others in our 

faith, join us for this exciting and thought-

provoking course. 

 

Building Your Own Theology will be offered 

Sunday afternoons from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

starting September 8.  We will meet at the 

church in room 101/103.  The group will be 

limited to 16 people.  To register, please call the 

church office, 743-8812. Registration deadline 

is September 5, Thursday.  Childcare will be 

available! 

 

Each session will include a short reading to be 

done before the session, an opportunity to get 

acquainted or reconnect, a discussion of the 

reading, small group sessions and a closing.  A 

final outcome of this offering will include each 

person developing a credo, or short description 

of their personal theology. 

Monthly at UUC: 

ADULT Religious Exploration Council Presents... 

mailto:Suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
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BUILDING USE/CALENDAR/SCHEDULING 

 

Please be sure to schedule any meetings with the church office, so 

that events can be placed on the web-calendar.  This will be helpful to 

people who might wish to attend meetings, also with avoiding 

duplicate room use by two different groups.  For security and 

insurance purposes, and everyone’s safety, it is necessary to know 

who will be using the facilities, and when.  Call 743-8812 to schedule 

room use and events—thanks! 

 

SECURITY 

 

There have recently been several church doors left unlocked, or 

otherwise open/not pulled tightly shut so the latch mechanism 

engages.  People have been entering the building from the front of the 

church, unbeknownst to staff in the office wing.  PLEASE be sure to 

pull all doors tightly shut; even if a door looks as though it is locked, 

try the mechanism to be sure it is secured.  Especially check all doors 

going into the Fellowship Hall, and be sure the doors onto the 

playground from the RE Classrooms are locked.  Hex-bolt doors need 

to be checked as well—do not screw the inner bolt completely down 

or the mechanism will not lock.  Try the door when finished using  the 

hex-bolt.  LIGHTS have been left on Saturdays, Sundays after service, 

also during several evenings.  Staff has stopped in and turned off the 

lights during the weekends, and found lights on early morning 

weekdays.  If you are one of the last people to leave the building, 

PLEASE check to be sure all doors are secured, lights and restroom 

fans are off. Sanctuary fans are left on at all times to prevent mildew 

on the wooden rafters and ceiling.  This will reduce church operating 

expenses—don’t let your contributions be wasted on unnecessary 

utility use.  Thank you. 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Thursday of each month, next 

September 19  for the October issue of the “Lighted Chalice.”  If you 

have a major “Big Rock” event coming up, please consider 

announcing two months in advance so the optimal number of people 

will be aware the schedule.  Also, is there something you would like to 

see included in the newsletter, that doesn’t presently appear?  Perhaps 

more thoughts by congregants regarding programs and events they’ve 

attended?  A movie review?  A “Youth Update” written by our young 

adults and children, letting us know how they experienced a Con, GA, 

or other event?  A “Creative Writing Corner” with contributions by the 

Writers’ Group and others?  Images taken by the UU Photography 

Group?  Please, let your ideas and opinions be known!  Send an e-mail 

to Karin in the office, uuc@uulafayette.org.  We’re always interested 

in finding ways in which to bring you church news that’s informative, 

creative, and enjoyable to read— 

 

 

FIBER ARTS 

 

Please be sure to join us each 2nd Sunday after church for Fiberarts in 

room 101/103, next September 8.  Bring the fiber of your choice—

quilting, knitting, crochet, embroidery, lacework, tatting, quillwork, 

basketry…and enjoy the fellowship of friends being creative 

together!  Please contact Amanda Estes, amandamestes@gmail.com 

for further information. Bring a friend!  See you soon— 

 

 

PROGRAM COUNCIL 

 

Program Council meets each first Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m., 

next on September2.  Committee chairs regularly attend to support all 

activities and assure better communication. Individuals planning 

church-sponsored events need to attend to present a plan to the 

council for open discussion.   Send agenda items at least one week in 

advance to Program Council facilitator Cindy Gerlach, 

cjgerlach@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 

 

Filling up the gas tank?  Stop at Payless and use your UU Payless 

Gift Card! 

Need to buy a gift certificate?  Stop at Payless and use your UU 

Payless Gift Card! 

Groceries?  Yep, stop at Payless and use your UU Payless gift card. 

3% of the value of your purchases is sent directly to our UU.  It’s a 

great way to support the church while just doing those routine things 

like filling up the car. 

Need a gift card? Check with Karin Bergman, Office Administrator, 

during the week. Each card is pre-loaded with $25 and you can buy 

the card for $25 with cash or check. 

Can't I just stop at the service desk at Payless to get a new one? 

Unfortunately, no; they have to be ordered & paid for by the church 

in advance.  The amount on the card CAN be reloaded, however, for 

any amount you wish to add, at any time, for continued purchases.  

Please be sure to re-load your card at the beginning of your shopping 

trip so the computer can update your information in time for 

purchases made that day—this update time usually takes at least 10 

minutes.  Thank you! 

 

 

COMMITTEE & GROUP NEWS, NOTES FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE: 

 

There is a mandatory R.E. training for teachers, guides, 

and youth advisors scheduled to begin at 12:15 on 

September 8th.  That Sunday is also our first potluck of 

the year, so please check in with a few friends, grab a 

plate if you want, and bring it with you to 101-03.  This 

training is more specific to R.E. and the first segment 

will include child abuse awareness and use of the walkie 

talkies. Youth group advisors are excused from the 

second segment, which will focus more on R.E. content 

and volunteer roles for those working with preschool-

middle school grades.  Everyone else, please bring your 

calendars.  There will be time at the end of the training 

for grade-level teams to get together to plot your first 

semester schedules.  Child care will be available for both 

trainings.  If you are a guide or teacher this year and 

cannot attend the September 8th training, please let me 

know so we can make alternate arrangements to get the 

information to you. 

mailto:amandamestes@gmail.com


 

 STARS IN THE MAKING! 
 

Our very own Ariel Laukins and Lee Sullivan in the upcoming Civic Theatre 

production of "Still Kicking" 

 

From the Civic Theater blog, here are comments from Ariel and Lee about 

their characters and why they auditioned for "Still Kicking." 

 

Ariel plays the part of Lily: 

 

Question: Why did you audition for Still Kicking? 

Ariel Laukins: I saw it when it was done as a staged reading and I fell in 

love with the character of Lily. I connect to her, I understand some of the 

things she's going through. I just thought it would be wonderful to work with 

so many people I've never worked with. 

 

Q: Who is Lily? What is she like? 

A.L.: Lily is one of the worst kids in the world. She's fifteen years old and 

going through a difficult time. She's acting out and has to do community 

service because she stole a car and ran it into a library. So she's sarcastic and 

awful and mean to everyone. She really doesn't want to be there. 

 

Lee will be performing the part of Fran: 
 

Question: Why did you audition for Still Kicking? 

Lee Sullivan: Well, they needed someone who was old. Yay. 

 

Q: Who is Fran? What is she like? 

L.S.: Fran is a very sweet woman who loves everybody. She counterbalances 

the main old lady in the show, who is Mia, who is not so friendly. 

 

Still Kicking is a new show by local playwright Laurie Russell and will 

receive its world premiere with Civic Theater. Many patrons will know 

Laurie as the director of such hits as Disney’s High School Musical, Forever 

Plaid, Plaid Tidings, The Nerd and many more, but she is also quite a 

playwright, having penned The Velveteen Rabbit for Civic Youth Theatre and 

written two plays in our Staged Reading series. 

 

Also new this season is the Hearing Loop System, which allows anyone with 

hearing difficulty to listen to shows in an all-new way. Patrons who wear a 

hearing aid with a T-Coil can switch the setting to “T” to have the show 

broadcast directly into the device. Patrons without a T-Coil-equipped aid can 

check out a receiver from the box office for the same experience. Patrons can 

set up an appointment with the Civic Theatre staff for a demonstration on this 

technology.  

 

Still Kicking opens Friday, August 30 and runs through Saturday, September 

14 at the historic Monon Depot Theatre, 320 N. 5th Street, at the corner of 5th 

Street and North Street in downtown Lafayette. Friday and Saturday shows 

begin at 7:30 p.m. The Sunday shows begin at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Tickets are $18 for adults, $15 for seniors and $10 for youth age 18 and 

under. Rush tickets may be available before each performance for $8 to 

students with a valid college or high school I.D. Follow @lafayettecivic on 

Twitter before each performance to learn about availability for that night's 

performance.  Suzan Windnagel, Adult Religious Exploration Chair 

 

Explore Opportunities 

for Fun and Service! 
 

UU Opportunity Fair 

September 15 
 

 
Whether you’d like to join a small group to 

explore common passions, serve on a 

committee, or sign up as a one-time volunteer 

for special events -- we hope you will join us 

on September 15 to explore new possibilities. 

Before and after Sunday worship service you 

will have the opportunity to visit with group 

representatives at their tables in Fellowship 

Hall, ask questions, and sample the delicious 

snacks and treats that group volunteers will 

provide. 

 

 
It is the energy and special talents of every 

person that contributes to the vibrant sense of 

community here at UU and the good work we 

are able to do within our church, in our 

community, and in the world.  You don’t 

have to be an expert or even a member to 

join.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

 
If you aren’t able to make it to this event but 

are interested in joining a group or committee 

(at any time of the year), you may obtain 

contact information for any group from the 

UUC administrative assistant, Karin 

Bergman.   Karin can be reached at 

uuc@uulafayette.org or 743-8812.  (Please 

see next page.) 

 
            ~Denise Wilson 

 
When you get involved, you make friends, 

make a place for yourself, 

and make a difference! 

CONGREGANTS IN CIVIC THEATRE PLAY & OPPORTUNITY FAIR 
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Unitarian Universalist Church 
333 Meridian Street  West Lafayette, Indiana 47906 

Phone: 765-743-8812  Email: uuc@uulafayette.org 

Website: www.uulafayette.org 

Reverend Daniel Charles Davis, Minister 

 

Greetings Fellow Congregant, 
 

My name is Julie Rubsam and I am excited to be chairing the service auction this year.  In 

order to ensure this year’s auction is a great success, we need your help with donations, 

volunteerism, and participation.  
 

This year’s Live and Silent Auction will take place on the evening of September 21, 2013.  

If you are able, please consider making a donation to this year's auction.  In previous years, 

there have been donations of services, handmade items, gift certificates, and lessons; just to 

name a few. 
 

Perhaps you have a connection to a business that could be encouraged to make a donation 

to our auction.  Many businesses have already been contacted.  You can email me at 

julie@rubsam.com to find out if a business is already on the list.  If they are not on the list, 

I’ll send you a copy of the Business Donation Request Letter so you can reach out to them. 

We also have a need for volunteers to help with following up with business and church 

members for donations.  In addition, think about helping the night of the auction to set up, 

help with the silent and live auctions, check out, and clean up.  Please email me at 

julie@rubsam.com or call me at 765-412-2967 if you are able to assist us. 
 

This year’s auction is going to be great fun!  Tickets can be purchased for $10.00 before 

the night of the auction and $15.00 the night of the auction.  Order your tickets online! 

Tickets can be purchased online at http://uucauction13.eventbrite.com (a small processing 

fee applies).  Don’t forget to invite your family and friends! 
 

Thank you for helping make a fantastic auction! 
 

Sincerely, 

Julie Rubsam 

AFFIRMING THE INHERENT WORTH & DIGNITY OF EVERY PERSON 

Julie Rubsam 

Julie@Rubsam.com 

765-412-2967 

 

Mail Donations To: 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

Attn: Service Auction 

333 Meridian St. 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater Lafayette 
333 Meridian St. West Lafayette, IN 47906 

September 21, 2013: Auction Donation Form 

 
Please Check One: 

Silent Auction:   Live Auction:   No Preference:   

  

Item Name: 
  

  

  
  

  

Description of Item/Service: 
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

Date/Time if Applicable: 
  

  

  
  

  

Name of Donor: 
  

  

Address: 
  

  

Phone: 
  

  

E-Mail: 
  

  

Requested Minimum Bid: 
  

Fair Market Value 

(for tax purposes): 

  

15 
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Unitarian Universalist Service Auction 
 

Get Your Green On 
 
 
 

 

Irish Fare, Silent Auction, Live Auction, Music 
 

September 21, 2013 
Doors open at 5:00 pm 

Event begins 5:30 pm through 10:00 pm 

Tickets - $15 at door 

$10.00 each online 
http://uucauction13.eventbrite.com 

(includes a small processing fee) 

~ 

Brilliant! 
~ 

Interested in Volunteering or 
making a Donation? 

Contact Julie Rubsam: 
765-412-2967 

or 
Julie@rubsam.com 


