
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Exploration Classes begin at 10:30 am 

Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA JANUARY 2013 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Tom McConville, and Bill Welge. 
 

JANUARY 6    Open Forum:  Discussion  of Forums Past & Future. 

JANUARY 13    Susan Curtis and Chuck Cutter:  The Way of the Saint:  Humility and Strength on the Camino 

    de Santiago. 

JANUARY 20 &    Martha Gibson, Rae Schnapp, Tom McConville: Congregational Study/Action Issue Study Guide  

JANUARY 27    2010-2014:  Immigration as a Moral Issue. 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

JANUARY 6 

“A CHURCH OF 

INDIVIDUALS OR A 

BELOVED COMMUNITY?” 

Worship Leader: 

Bill Welge 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Jerry Hunley 

House Band:  By Your Side, 

by Sade 

Joys and Sorrows 

The number of those with no 

religious affiliation has grown to 

25% of our population.  Surveys 

show millions of these people to 

be with us in spirit.  What has 

prevented us from growing 

during this historic shift and 

how could we as UU's better 

connect with them?  
 

JANUARY 13 

“RESOLVING TO BE JUST” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Choir Director  & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Lybrook 

New Year’s resolutions often 

focus on trying to conform to 

some social standard. We often 

break them because we are not 

being true to ourselves. What 

would our lives be like if we set 

our own priorities? When 

should we hold ourselves 

accountable? When shall we 

forgive ourselves? 

JANUARY 20 

“MARTIN LUTHER KING 

JR., WORDS FOR TODAY” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Kris Taylor 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Choir Singing 

Sound:  Mike Marsh 

 

The Unitarian Universalist 

Publishing House, Beacon Press 

holds the right to publish the 

works of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. How are we as a 

congregation carrying his 

message forward?  

 

 

 

JANUARY 27 

“BEING GOOD 

WITHOUT GOD” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Kat Braz 

Sound:  Gary Mueller 
 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  a t h e i s t 

underpinnings for Social 

Justice? Is the morality of God 

merely the morality of humans 

who claim divine knowledge? 

In the face of human failings 

how can we expect to improve? 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS: 

(765) 414-1815 

Beginning in 2013, (765)414-1815 will be my new cell phone 

number. I am making this change to increase my availability to the 

congregation. Having a local area code helps those parishioners who 

have land lines. No one should have to dial long distance to contact 

their minister. Also I prefer the phone to email. The human voice is 

more personal especially when there is a pastoral need. 

 

For the tech savvy I have upgraded my phone plan to include 

unlimited text and data.  So hopefully, I will be able to respond more 

quickly to written requests.  My email remains 

uurevcharlie@aol.com. 

 

The best way to contact me depends on the situation. 

 

Call me when: 

 you have a pastoral need. 

 urgent need, (e.g. You can't lock the church. I am late for a 

meeting) 

 you need to discuss an issue that is too nuanced for email. 

 I have not answered your email for 3 days. 

 

Email me when: 

 you have documents you want me to read. 

 you want to plan meetings and set appointments. 

 you are sharing information.  However, please think whether I 

need to be cc'd on a particular email before sending it to me. I 

like to know what committees have concluded but I do not 

always need to observe the entire process. 

 you have a question that I need to consider before answering. 

 

Text me when you have a quick question that can be answered in a 

short sentence. I have a QWERTY keyboard but my thumb covers 

about 6 keys at a time. 

 

I only look at Facebook about once per week. Thus it is not an 

effective way to get a response from me. 

 

As a minister I administer this advice, as a preacher I preach this 

practice, as clergy I clearly declare, “communication helps our 

community commune.”  With Gratitude & Hope, 
      Rev. Charlie 

mailto:uurevcharlie@aol.com


 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Mark VanMeeter 

mvanmeeter@comcast.net 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Kirstensknits@aol.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

djhugheslmhc@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

ed_bowen@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Sherry Tripodi 

sherryt25@yahoo.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Exploration 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance Issues 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Newsletter articles are due on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month.  No exceptions will be made.  

Thank you. 
 

January Newsletter Deadline: 

3rd Thursday, January 17 , 5:00 pm 

E-mail articles to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator mailbox, Room 106. 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

765.743.8812; uuc@uulafayette.org 

 

At last month’s congregational meeting, the congregation overwhelmingly 

passed the 2013 budget. The discussion, which raised any number of valid 

points, focused on our need to grow as a congregation, so that we may 

support the work of our church. 

  

 

Thus as we proceed with plans to grow, the Board will focus on how to 

maximize our potential. The current plan is to bring in a UUA-

recommended consultant to help us with our strategic plan. Among the 

questions we need answered are: 

 

 

 How can we attract new members? 

 * What are the best ways to keep members engaged and active? 

 

 How can we best use our building to its fullest potential? 

 

 Are there other sources of revenue of which we may not be aware? 

 

 What is an appropriate level of debt for a congregation our size? 

 

 

We expect the congregation to attend the sessions with the consultant and 

join in the dialogue. 

 

 

This congregation has grown and changed so much over past decade. The 

Board appreciates the enthusiasm and generosity that is already evident; 

we hope to build on that in the coming year. 

 

        Cindy Gerlach 
        Board President 

Board Meetings take place each 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm in 

Conference Room 101/103, next on Tuesday, January 15, 2013. 

Church Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to 

speak with members of the Board of Trustees regarding 

congregational questions and concerns. 
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From the board president 
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The children in a UU church Sunday school class were drawing 

pictures.  The teacher asked one, “What are you drawing a picture 

of?” “I’m drawing a picture of God,” was the reply. “But nobody 

knows what God looks like,” objected the teacher. “They will,” 

said the UU child, “when I get my picture done."  -anonymous 

 

That little  "supposed to be funny" story is from a UU website.  It 

caught my attention because of the engagement, freedom, and 

enthusiasm of the child. Exploring, making discoveries, and 

allowing our children to form their own conclusions is what we 

want to do in our Religious Exploration Programming.  That's 

what I hope will happen to an even greater degree than what we 

had before with the "new to us" workshop rotation model we will 

begin on January 6th.  First, a little background for those who 

may be wondering about why we are making the change.  Last 

spring, a UUA district consultant spent a day with the committed 

and caring souls who showed up during spring break for a 

workshop to help us to consider our religious education 

programming. 

 

She asked us, why is it important for a church to offer R.E.?  

After we mulled that over and created a list, she went deeper 

asking: What kind of young people do we want our program to 

produce?  Here is the condensed version of responses we came up 

with: 

 

*Connected: to different generations in our local church 

community, to the larger Unitarian Universalist movement, and to 

the larger community and world 

*Ready for the world: Independent, with critical thinking and 

problem solving skills.  Comfortable and accepting of diverse 

peoples. 

*Justifiably self confident: Responsible and mature.  Able to 

celebrate themselves and their faith. 

*Passionate about something: could be art, could be music, could 

be social justice. 

*Have a basic understanding of UU values, world religions, 

social justice issues. 

*And finally, to have fond memories of growing up in the UU 

Church community. 

 

Going a little further, we were asked what program components 

were needed to get the results we desired?  Here's the final 

version of that list: 

 

*fun way to get content 

*wider congregational involvement and ownership with our 

children and youth 

*lifting up spiritual practice, passion, and self-care 

*including children in the social justice work we do 

 

During a second full day workshop, we were exposed to research 

and trends the national UUA is working with, including cutting 

edge materials from Faith Formation 2020 (http://

www.faithformation2020.net/).  Out of that day came the decision 

to experiment with two ideas: the Thematic Church and 

Workshop Rotation.  Both models encourage a strong multi-

generational church environment.   By having a monthly theme 

that inspires both the worship service in the sanctuary and what 

we are doing in the children's Religious Exploration Program, we 

hope to facilitate deeper conversation and exploration for families 

to continue at home.  The workshop rotation model breaks away 

from a school-like academic experience and moves towards a  

 

more experiential, spiritual experience (no more coloring sheets, 

more creative movement, music making, art, science).  It 

facilitates interaction and mentorship for the children from the 

rich pool of experience and passion that our congregation has to 

offer.  For those of you who are aware of or who may have 

participated in our Hogwart's Camp this past summer, that was 

our first "toes in the water" workshop rotation trial.  As we move 

forward, we will continue to make adjustments to best meet the 

needs of our children and what works for our congregation. 

 

So—what will Sunday mornings look like?  Like before, 

everyone will start out in the sanctuary and stay through the Time 

for All Ages Story.  The story will be related to that month's 

theme.  Initially, children will go to the same classroom every 

week and teachers will rotate from one classroom to the next 

from week to week (later on, I hope to transform our traditional 

classrooms into workshops or studios, reflecting what happens in 

each).  Children will experience three workshops and one 

Children's Chapel per month.  The Children's Chapel will have at 

large group activity and discussion to hopefully extract meaning 

and tie the month's activities together.  Each age grouping of 

students will have one of the two guides that is assigned to their 

class who will  be with them every week.  The guide is the 

familiar face in the room, who knows the children and can help 

workshop teachers make modifications if needed.  The teachers 

commit to teaching for 3 weeks, teaching a lesson (and hopefully 

sharing a passion) related to our all church theme of the month to 

each of the classrooms (one group per week).  From time to time, 

the children will show the congregation what we've been working 

on during the time for all ages portion of the worship service. 

 

There will be an informational session/training right after church 

on Sunday, January 13th in the Forum Rooms. Child care and 

refreshments will be available. Come join us to learn more and 

perhaps consider what you might be able to share. What better 

way to live our first principle and demonstrate how important our 

children are to us... and to the future of this congregation. 

 

See you in church, 

 

Sheila Garrett, 

Director of Religious Exploration 
 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

New Year, New Way to do RE:  Workshop Rotation  

WORKSHOP ROTATION MODEL 
 

Our theme for January 
is Justice! 

http://www.faithformation2020.net/
http://www.faithformation2020.net/
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CHURCH CALENDAR AND CONGREGANT NEWS 

 Under 

  Our 

   Roof 
 

We wish Heidi North, mother of Roxanna, Gavin and Nathaniel 

North, daughter of Lola Straub, sister of Bill Carter, increased 

strength and continued speedy recovery as she recuperates from being 

hospitalized in intensive care for several days with a high fever.  She 

very recently had surgery.  We send our healing thoughts to Heidi and 

her family.  If you would like to prepare a dish for the family during 

Heidi’s convalescence, please contact Linda LeMar, Pastoral Care 

Chairperson.  Thank you. 

 

Our sincere sympathies go to Ruth Ann and Don Ferris, whose 

beloved brother-in-law John Liston passed away in Illinois just 

before the holidays.  You are in our thoughts, Don & Ruth Ann. 

 

News has come to us of the death of Jack Callahan this past August.  

Jack was Forestry and Natural Resource’s first forest economist. He 

survived the Battle of the Bulge and came to Purdue for his Ph.D. in 

Agricultural Economics. He somehow managed to run for Tippecanoe 

County Council as a Democrat and win. He also was a member of our 

Unitarian Universalist Church.  He had a wonderful sense of humor, 

and will be greatly missed.. His obituary is at http://www.legacy.com/

obituaries/bradenton/obituary.aspx?pid=159323482#fbLoggedOut.  

Many thanks to Barny Dunning for letting us know about Jack’s 

passing. 
 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or news of 

illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further information 

regarding an announcement posted in this column, Please contact 

Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group at 765-743-0665. 
 

           Linda LeMar, Chairperson,  
          Pastoral Care Group Committee Chairperson 

JANUARY 6 

Fellowship Team Leaders:  Lorraine & Randy Myer; 

    Susanne McConville 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Robin Poindexter 

 

JANUARY 13 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Suzan Windnagel 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 

JANUARY 20 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Mark VanMeeter 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 

JANUARY 27 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Rae Schnapp 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 

Note:  See page 7 for Updated Fellowship Team Roster 

 

Weekly 
Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27 

 9:00 am Forum, 101/103 

 10:30 am Worship & RE 

  Magazine Exchange, Potluck  January 6 (1st Sunday of month) 

  Talk and Tour, 2nd Sundays 

  Membership Classes, January 13 & each 2nd Sunday 

Monday, January 7, 14, 21, 28 

  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation (101/103) 

Tuesday, January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

  7:00 pm Lafayette Chamber Singers (S) 

Wednesday, January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

  12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

  5:30 pm Strategic Planning Committee (106) 

  7:00 pm Choir 

Thursday, January 3, 10, 17, 24. 31 

  2:00 pm Tai Chi, FH Upper Room 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:00 pm Zen, M 

Bi-Weekly 
Monday, January 7, 21, 1:30 pm Writers' Group, 106 

Thursday, January 3, 17, 7:30 pm UU House Band, S 

Friday, January 4, 18, 6:30 pm, PRYSM, 102 

By Date 
1 Tuesday, New Year’s Day, Office Closed 

2 Wednesday, 5:30 A-REC Preview Video (101/103) 

5 Saturday, 1:00 pm International Dancing (Free, FH) 

6 Sunday, Potluck following service 

 7:30 pm, Lafayette Area Peace Coalition (101/103) 

8 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Program Council, 101/103 

 6:30 pm, Child & Youth RE Council (Youth Rm.) 

 7:00 pm, ACLU-IN Board, 211 

10 Thursday, 5:30 pm, Worship Committee, 106 

 7:00 pm Social Justice Committee (101/103) 

12 Saturday, 1:00 pm International Dancing (Free, FH) 

13 Sunday, 11:30 Talk & Tour 

 12:00, Fiberarts Quilting Bee, 101/103 

 12:00 pm, Membership Class: UU History 106 

 12:00 pm, Workshop Rotation Model Leader Training (101/103) 

14 Monday, 7:00 pm, Nominating Committee 

15 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care, 106 

 6:30 pm Board Meeting, 3rd Tuesdays, 101/103 

16 Wednesday, 12:00 Noon A-REC & Principled Group DVD Filming 

 (101/103) 

17 Thursday  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 12:00 pm League of Women Voters Luncheon Meeting (101/103) 

 5:30 pm Fellowship Team Leaders  (101/103) 

20 Sunday, 12:00 pm A-REC Survey Laptop Bar avail. For on-line 

   completion  

  4:00 pm UU Photogroup, 101/103 

21 Monday, Dr. Martin Luther King Day:  Office Closed 

22 Tuesday, 6:30 pm Committee on Ministry 

24 Thursday 12:00 pm A-REC DVD Discussion (101/103) 

 7:00 pm Publicity Committee 

26 Saturday, 1:00 pm Drumming Workshop with Wahru Cleveland (101/3) 

27 Sunday, 12:00 pm A-REC Survey Laptop Bar avail. For on-line 

   completion  

For complete monthly calendars, visit our website, uulafayette.org 

 

DECEMBER SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

4 

Calendar Highlights 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

 

JODY TISHMACK 

 Jody grew up in a small town in 

Minnesota.  Although raised Lutheran, she’s 

always had a strong interest in mysticism and 

eastern religions, and finds fulfillment through 

her love of the natural world.  She came to the 

Unitarian Church four months ago at the urging 

of her close friends, Kathy Willowoode and Bill 

Welge.  She now feels as if she’s found a 

wonderful community of like-minded spiritual 

people that has filled an empty place in her life. 

 Jody studied environmental science and 

engineering at North Dakota State University and 

has done research in the fields of soil science, waste management, and reclamation of disturbed 

land.  After graduation, she and her husband, Patrick, came to Purdue to pursue doctoral degrees 

(Jody in Civil Engineering and Patrick in Chemistry/Molecular Biology). 

 Patrick went on to work for a contract pharmaceutical company in the Purdue Research 

Park.  Jody did research that led to the development of a topsoil manufacturing process, and after 

graduation Purdue hired her to start a soil manufacturing operation for the university.  She 

managed it for six years before opening Soilmaker, Greater Lafayette’s largest yard waste 

recycling and soil manufacturing business.  They make and sell compost, natural mulch, and 

blended topsoil from local yard waste, animal bedding, and horse manure. 

 Jody and Patrick have two sons, David (17) and Bryan (15), who attend Harrison High 

School.  David loves to play and build guitars.  Bryan plays tuba and enjoys the marching band.  

Both boys plan careers in engineering. 

 Jody and her family live in the country, where they focus on practicing sustainable living.  

Their home is powered by solar energy, and heated and cooled with geothermal energy and a wood 

burning stove.  They produce much of their own food. 

 Jody’s hobbies include reading, working in the garden, herbs, cooking, canning food, 

walking in the woods, and raising her family. 

 

JOAN ZINN 

 

 Joan has been a student of New Thought since 

1985. New Thought is a spiritually-focused 

movement based on cognitive restructuring theory, 

which follows the basic belief that if you change 

your thoughts you can change your life. It borrows 

from many religions and posits that we are all on an 

individual path to hopeful enlightenment.  

 She used to attend St. Andrew's Methodist 

Church with her daughter’s family, but the two of 

them decided to leave after her daughter got 

divorced. Because of the similarities between New 

Thought and UUism, Joan saw our church a natural 

alternative. She started coming here in May and has enjoyed meeting with the Principled Group 

and being exposed to like-minded people who have not only heard of the authors she looks to as 

her spiritual teachers, but have even read their books! 

 Joan has two grown children. Lara, 37, likes to exercise and participate in the lives of her 

three sons. Chris, 41, enjoys teaching and coaching soccer with his wife and two children. 

 She moved from Florida to Bloomington to help out with the grandchildren while Lara was 

going to medical school and completing her residency.  After Lara graduated and got a job as a 

pediatrician in the Lafayette area, Joan moved to West Lafayette to continue helping out as a stay-

at-home grandmother. She now lives at Arbor by the Lakes.  

 Joan has degrees in Nursing and Counseling from IU and Nova Southeastern in Florida. Her 

favorite job was as a grief counselor at Hospice. 

 She enjoys reading, exercising, and watching her grandchildren participate in school and 

sports. She feels a real sense of purpose in supporting and nurturing her family.  

 In previous churches, Joan has been a member of the choir, served on the committee that did 

blood pressure screenings, and run a grief support group. 

 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

VISION 2013 
 

The Membership Committee’s 

vision for 2013 is to nurture and 

support members through all 

stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this vision 

we would like to encourage the 

entire church to participate in 

growing and sustaining our 

congregation. 

 

 
MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 
 

The Membership Committee is 

composing biographies of 

every church member, placed 

each month on the Membership 

bulletin board and then 

published in the newsletter.  As 

new biographies are added to 

the membership board, old 

biographies will be “archived” 

in a scrapbook in the library. 

 

New members will be a priority 

for biographies so we can get 

t o  k n o w  o u r  n e w e s t 

c o n g r e g a n t s  q u i c k l y . 

Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, 

we’ll also be publishing 

biographies of “old” members. 

 

The member biographies 

contributed for the month of 

January are those of Jody 

Tishmack and Joan Zinn; staff 

member biography is for Rev. 

Charlie Davis. 

 

Many thanks to Joshua 

Prokopy for writing these 

biographies. 

  Linda Prokopy 
  Membership Chairperson 



 

 

 

Nursery News 
 

With gratitude, understanding, and a bit of sorrow I announce that Alanna Steffan-

Nelson is relinquishing her position as administrator for the nursery.  In the position, 

Alanna understood and set the standard for other caregivers that the nursery.  You may 

recall last spring when Alanna shared her belief that the nursery is where our youngest 

learn through how they are cared for how to, in turn, treat others.  The nursery is a 

ministry to parents who trust their precious ones to our staff so that they can spend an 

hour caring for themselves.  For visitors who may be checking out the church for the 

first time, it is a powerful testament to our values in how we welcome them and care for 

their children. And finally, from my perspective, for our youth who work in the nursery, 

Alanna served as a mentor, setting a high standard and preparing them for jobs beyond 

the church. 

 

 Thank you for service, Alanna!! Though we will miss you in the nursery, your own 

sweet Lillian is one lucky little girl to have that much more of you!! 

 

We will be interviewing for a new nursery administrator in the coming weeks.  The core 

adult staff, including Elizabeth Garretson, nursery co-administrator are still around to 

help me oversee the day to day workings of the nursery until we get a permanent 

replacement for Alanna hired.  As always, questions or concerns can be directed to me 

either in person, by phone, or email (dresheila@gmail.com).  

 

            Sheila Garrett, Director of Religious Exploration 
 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 
 

The Membership Committee and Rev. Charlie Davis continue to host second Sunday 

classes every month.  These are a very successful way to introduce both long-time 

members and new visitors to Unitarian Universalist history, individual spiritual 

journeys, and what it means to be a member of our church.  Holding these classes on a 

monthly basis takes a considerable amount of time and energy and we need help!  If you 

would like to be added to a list of people who periodically provide either food or child 

care for these classes, please contact Linda Prokopy, lprokopy@gmail.com. Thanks! 

 
 

 

BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY 

 

We're having a Bring a Friend Sunday on February 10th. We all have a friend, neighbor, 

family member or co-worker who has been saying that they would like to come try our 

church. This is your chance to help them fulfill that New Year's resolution to reconnect 

spiritually and experience a wonderful community of people. This will be a fun and 

welcoming Sunday including a special sermon, great music, and bagels and cream 

cheese during coffee hour. Brought to you by the Membership Committee. 

 

 

 

HOLIDAY BAKE SALE 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

the success of the youth bake sale for Heifer 

held on Dec. 16! Your generous donations 

will be added to the goal of raising $5000 by 

May 2013 to build an ark for Heifer 

International. The UU youth group 

appreciates your support.  

REVEREND CHARLIE DAVIS 

 

Charlie was raised 

Presbyterian and 

before deciding to 

pursue a career in 

the ministry, he 

spent time as a 

social worker in 

Chicago.  He’d 

always enjoyed 

church and had a 

strong desire to 

help other people.  

But what really 

motivated him to 

study for the 

ministry was a 

passage from the Book of James – Faith without 

works is dead.  He took that to mean that you 

have to demonstrate your beliefs through action. 

 

Charlie studied at the McCormick Theological 

Seminary in Chicago.  While there he began to 

discover that faith was bigger than Christianity 

alone.  He sought out a UU church and began 

attending services.  The UU slogan that we are a 

church of deeds not creeds was a natural 

progression from his works-based Christianity. 

 

After graduation, Charlie moved to Kenosha, 

Wisconsin where he combined his skills in 

social work and the ministry to spend eight years 

working with Hospice and the Southeast 

Wisconsin AIDS project.  His first job as a 

minister was in Gaithersburg, Maryland from 

1996 to 2000.  Then he spent ten years at the UU 

Fellowship of Winston-Salem, NC. 

 

Charlie met Gail when they were both living in 

Chicago, and they were married at First UU in 

1988.  At the time, Gail already had two 

children.  John, 41, lives in Wisconsin.  Devon, 

36, lives with her son in North Carolina.  Ben 

was born in 1992 and is currently studying opera 

performance at DePauw University. 

 

In his free time, Charlie loves writing and 

performing music with Gail.  He can often be 

seen playing his dulcimer at local farmers 

markets.  He finds fulfillment through deep 

conversations with other people, coming up with 

the right words for a song or sermon, and 

standing in Nature. 

 

When asked to share something unique about 

himself, he notes that he once delivered a 

singing telegram dressed as a gorilla and that 

he’s had the chance to shake hands with both 

Ernest Borgnine and James Earl Jones. 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS: 

NURSERY, MEMBERSHIP, STAFF BIOGRAPHIES 
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UU MEMBERSHIP CLASSES FOR 2013 

 

UU MEMBERSHIP CLASSES FOR 2013 meet each 2nd Sunday on a rotating basis immediately after service, presented by Rev. 

Charlie Davis and the Membership Committee.  Sessions will be held in Rm. 106; child care and lunch will be available at all 

classes.  If you plan to attend a class, please RSVP to Linda Prokopy, lprokopy@gmail.com so we have an accurate count for food 

and child care  

 

 UU HISTORY  January 13, 2013. This class will cover topics such as: How did this denomination get where it is today and how 

did Unitarian Christianity and Universalist Christianity evolve into the free religion we have today?  By reviewing some of the 

controversies of the past we see how they shape our present.  Intended for everyone new and old to UU congregations. 

 

 DISCOVERING YOUR SPIRITUAL PATH February 10, 2013. What gifts have you kept from your religious heritage? What have 

you discarded? How do you wish to improve yourself and the world?  Come explore and share your stories with others. By 

speaking our truth and listening to others, we can deepen the meaning of community.  Intended for everyone. 

 

 PARTICIPATING AT UUC, WEST LAFAYETTE March 10, 2012. Learn more about the history of our UU church and what it 

means to be a member. This course is intended for visitors who are interested in learning more about membership. 

Annual Fellowship Groups 2013 
Everyone – from first-time visitors to lifetime members –  is encouraged to join at least one group!  

This is a great way to get to know other church friends and members! 

Men's Night Out.  Get together with other men to relax and make new friends.  Mike Tripodi, mtripodi@girtz.com. 

If You Can Walk, You Can Dance.  Members of this group will learn how to ballroom dance!  There is a small fee for this group and 

proceeds will be donated to the church.  Dorothy Hughes, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com. 

Looking for Laughs.  This group will go to funny movies, live shows, etc.  Dorothy Hughes, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com. 

Poetry Group.  Get together to share poetry you have written or discuss poetry you enjoy.  Jean Herr, jeanherr@centurytel.net 

Herbs Group.  This group will be focusing on medicinal herbs in 2012-2013.  Lisa Pantea lisapantea@gmail.com or JJ Rode jj-

home@fpnmail.com. 

UU Movie Group. This group watches movies together at church and at local movie theaters and gathers afterwards to discuss the movies. 

Joan Marshall jmarshall@purdue.edu, Chuck Reynolds vmritz@msn.com, or Verna Ritz vmritz@msn.com. 

Book Group. This group reads a variety of different types of books and usually meets on Sundays.  Gale Charlotte galekchar@gmail.com. 

Feminist Book Group. This group reads books (mostly fiction) written by women authors about strong female characters.  Men are welcome! 

Usually meets on Friday evenings.  Linda Prokopy lprokopy@gmail.com. 

Digital Photography. This group generally meets on Sunday afternoons and members share tips and techniques.  Caroline Barnhart, 

cbarnhart32@frontier.com. 

Families with Kids. This group meets in family-friendly locations throughout the year. Josh Prokopy, josh@prokopyfamily.com 

Quilting Bee/Fiber Arts. This group meets in room 101/103 immediately following service each second Sunday of the month. Amanda Estes, 

amandaestes@gmail.com 

Writers Group.  This group meets to share and support each other in writing endeavors.  They meet the first and third Mondays at 1:30 in 

Room 106.  Caroline Barnhart, cbarnhart32@frontier.com. 

Softball Team. This team plays together during the season and meets periodically during the off-season.   Mike Tripodi, mtripodi@girtz.com. 

~ To join a group, please contact the person listed.  

If you need a phone number, please contact Karin Bergman in the church office. ~ 7 
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2012 SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TEAMS ROSTER 

Suzan Windnagel 

Kat Braz 

Deanna Brown 

Virginia & Don Burks 

Bill & Sarah Cannon 
Toni Davisson 

Jason and Mary Kate Dufair-McKenna 

Verna Emery 

Sayed Gaafar 

Brian Harley 

Marge Hood 

Bill Kannel 

Kathleen Peyton 

Katie Pope 

Kris & Dan Taylor 

Nancy Whiting 
 

Sherry and Mike Tripodi 
Mark Cushman and Kathy Coder 

John and Mary Finley 

Laura Geiger and Mike Reed 

Jennifer Higginbottom and Hunt Wiley 

Edwin Layer and Virginia Smith 

Tim Martinez 

Michelle Miller 

George and Sara Reichler 

Sue Robinson 
Rachel Smith 

Yiseul Suh 

Jessie and Matthew Volovski 

 

Christine Schertz 

Amy Bauer and family 

Andrew and Jesse Bowen 

Ed and Kathy Bowen 

June Cohen 

Adrienne Field 

Chap Flack  
Larry Guentert 

Susannah Hall-Justice 

Mary and Robert Lempke 

Martha Lempke 

JoAnn Mullen 

Alice Pawley and Steve Hoffmann 

Wendy and Neil Schmitzer-Torbert 

Eric and Janice Thiel 

 

Laura Helms 

Jim and Marilyn Anderson 

Nathan Reiss 

Cliff & Bev Cox 

Beth Misner & Barney Dunning 

Mary Ann Foley 

Eric & Meg Howlett 

Rick Irvine 

Rob & Amanda Lempke 

John Neal 

Dan Noland 

John Wilms 

Wallace & Jean Tyner 
Nancy & Marty Patchen 

 

 

 

Mark VanMeeter 

Cindy Krulitz  

Cheryl and Gary Fowler 

Margy Deverall and Jerry Hurley 

Phyllis Day 
Brent and Elizabeth Ladd 

Karl and Joan Lohmann 

Jane Schmidt 

Richard and Angie Shamo 

Shannon Unger 

 

Lorraine and Randy Myer 

Caroline and Roy Barnhart 

Don and Ruth Ann Ferris 

Linda Hicks 

Denise Laussade 
Jim and Rosemary Leary 

Doug and Sharon McKnight 

Dan and Ashby Mizell 

Sara Tedrick Parikh and Anish Parikh 

Ron Robertson 

Lola Straub 

Jason and Julie Rubsam 

Irene Stephens 

 

Amy French 

Rae Brant and Dave Shelton 
David Bridgham 

John Carlson and Ingrid Cleaver 

Gale Charlotte and Karen Adams 

Gale Davis 

Ellen Germann and Jay Melosh 

Herschel and Virginia Lewis 

Steve and Jenny Moss 

Alanna and Steve Nelson 

Irene Shearer 

Elizabeth Sternke 

 

Dorothy Hughes 

Todd Barton 

Carolyn Cook 

Larry and Margaret Dunkle 

Jill Edwards 

Adriela Fernandez 

Laura Furseth 

Elaine Gareis 

Jim Gitzen 

Don Gresham 

Kim Harden 

Linda Harp 

Tom Hertel 

Bob Kozak 

Janice Kritchevsky 

Jamie Metzinger 

Doug Paprocki 

Chuck Reynolds 

Verna Ritz 

 

Bob Rode 

Charles Babb 
Gary Burniske 

Kitty Campbell 

Amanda Estes 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Josh and Linda Prokopy 

Beau Keen 

Joan Marshal 

Peggy Martin 

Robin and Dianna Poindexter 
Joleen Schwier-Walker 

Cricket Steinweg 

Della Willmann  

Carey Woodings II 

Noemi Ybarra 

 

Kathy Willowoode and Bill Welge 
Ashley Achgill-Cooper  

Nancy Bergquist  

Keith Brown 

Neelu Chawla 
Margaret Deedon 

Chris & Beth Garretson 

Steve Koehler, Elena Koehler 

Judith Klockzim 

Shivani Rao 

Chad & Ellen Phelps 

Lisa Pantea and Dan Lybrook 

Janice Schuster 

Larry Sellers and Laurie Sparks-Sellers 

Raine Shearer 

Fritz Smith 
Hallie Vavrus  

 

Susanne McConville 

Frank Arnold 

JoAnn Darling 

Cindy Gerlach and Gary Mueller 

Martha Gipson 

Jean Herr 

Lynn Holland 

Terry Kercher 

Susan Kersey 
Tom McConville 

Christine & Greg Reynolds 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Trudi Wildfeuer 

Denise Wilson 

 

Rae Schnapp 

Renu Bhatia 

Sallie Cooke  

Janie Fischback 

Joe Hiscox 

Beth Hoffman 

Erin and JT Hoke 

Michelle Margaret Miller 

Cliff Sadof and Linda LeMar 

Jennifer Schall 

Jackie Sloss 

Lee Sullivan 

Gabriele Weaver and Sergey Savinov 

Patty Wood 

Joan Zinn 
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Please save this page for future reference.  If we have spelled your name 

incorrectly, or you haven’t been assigned to a team, let us know.   Contact 

Sherry Tripodi with any questions, sherryt25@yahoo.com, Thank you! 



 

 

Cultivating Lives of Generosity 
 

We are currently at $224,138 with 85% of membership cards returned. 
 

Thank you for your generous 2013 pledge! 

The Stewardship Committee 
Laura Geiger-Reed, Ed and Kathy Bowen, 

Don and Ruth Ann Ferris, Mark VanMeeter, Denise Wilson, Susan Windnagel 9 

Jim and Marilyn Anderson 

Kirk Arndt & Gale Lockwood 

Frank Arnold 

William and Dotty Asher 

Charles Babbs 

Todd Barton 

Marty Becker 

Roy and Caroline Barnhart 

Doris and Joy Blair 

Andrew and Jessie Bowen 

Ed and Kathy Bowen 

Rae Brandt & David Shelton 

Kat Braz 

Deanna Brown & Brian Harley 

Keith Brown 

Don & Virginia Burks 

Nancy Burton 

Kitty Campbell 

John Carlson 

Ingrid Clever 

Gail Charlotte & Karen Adams 

Mark Cushman & Kathy Coder 

June Cohen 

Sallie Cooke 

Bryan Coulter & 

Susannah Hall-Justice 

Bruce Craig & 

Jennifer Cominetti- Craig 

Jeff and JoAnn Darling 

Rev Charlie and Gail Davis 

V Jo & Toni Davisson 

Roberta Deagan & William Keirce 

Margaret Deedon 

Jason Dufair 

Barny Dunning & Beth Misner 

Kathy Schroth & John Duvall 

Verna Emery 

Amanda Estes 

Tom Hertel & Adriela Fernandez 

Don and Ruth Ann Ferris 

John and Mary Finley 

Mary Ann Foley 

Gary and Cheryl Fowler 

Amy and Mark French 

Sayed Gaafar 

Gary Mueller & Cindy Gerlach 

Martha Gipson 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Kim Harden 

Jean Herr 

Beth Hoffmann 

Stephen Hoffmann & Alice Pawley 

JT and Erin Hoke 

Eric $ Meg Howlett 

Dorothy Hughes 

Margy Deverall & Jerry Hunley 

Terrie Kercher 

Nina Kirkpatrick 

Janice Kritchevsky & Bob Kozak 

Denise Laussade 

Edwin Layer 

Jim and Rosemary Leary 

Cliff Sadof & Linda LeMar 

Martha Lempke 

Herschel and Virginia Lewis 

Michael Lewis 

Karl and Joan Lohmann 

Lisa Pantea & Dan Lybrook 

Joan Marshall 

Tim Martinez 

Tom and Suzanne McConville 

Tippen McDaniel 

Sharon and Doug McKnight 

Ellen Germann & Jay Melosh 

Michelle Miller 

Jo Ann Mullen 

Randy and Lorraine Myer 

Doug Paprocki 

Sara Tedrick Parikh & Anish 

Parikh 

Martin and Nancy Patchen 

Kathleen Vanderkolk Peyton 

Ellen Phelps 

Robin and Dianna Poindexter 

Josh and Linda Prokopy 

Laura Geiger & Mike Reed 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Lynn Richardson 

Sue Robinson  

Bob and JJ Rode 

Jason and Julie Rubsam 

Derrick & Christine Schertz 

Jane Schmitt 

Rae Schnapp 

Carl & Beverly Seese 

Kenneth and Sheryl Singleton 

Fritz Smith 

Rachael Smith 

Virginia Smith 

Mary Jo Sparrow 

Irene Stephens 

Lola Straub 

Lee Sullivan 

Dan and Kris Taylor 

Eric and Janice Thiel 

Mike and Sherry Tripodi 

Wallace and Jean Tyner 

Mark VanMeeter 

William Welge 

Nancy Whiting 

Marvin & Trudi Wildfeuer 

Hunt Wiley 

Della Willmann 

Kathy Willowoode 

John Wilms 

Denise Wilson 

Suzan Windnagel 

Patty Wood 

Noemi Ybarra 

Joan Zinn 



 

  

LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 

 

Check out LUM's new Facebook page!  www.facebook.com/lumserve. There is 

also a LinkedIn page,  http://linkedin.com/company/lafayette-urban-ministry. 

LUM's Wordpress blog is at http://lumserve.wordpress.com. And you can watch 

LUM on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/LUMserve! LUM’s social media 

coordinator, Pablo Malavenda, continues to post  announcements on Twitter, 

www.twitter.com/lumserve; Google+; etc.  And you can continue to find more 

information on LUM's website, http://www.lafayetteurbanministry.org. 
 

The board passed a new Investment Policy—LUM is moving some of its funds 

from low interest rate CDs to higher interest rate Money Market and Credit Union 

Share accounts. The overall policy is very conservative, the Board and Executive 

Director all feel that LUM's stewardship of the donations is top priority. The policy 

notes that in general all investments should be low fee, federally insured investment 

options that document exact fees and their payment schedules. The policy also 

restricts LUM from investing in individual company stocks, corporate and 

municipal bonds, commodities and futures contracts, and venture capital 

investments. (This does not necessarily restrict LUM from entering partnerships in 

the future, it just requires a board vote.) Rick Irvine will be happy to answer any 

questions directly. 
 

Fifth Quarter enrollment was up 50% this year, from 39 to 60 kids! The program 

added several subjects and more testing over last year, and all of the test results 

show continued improvement over kids that participate in the after-school programs 

but not 5th Quarter. The Achieve! (Stay-In-School Students) program also saw a 

big jump this year, from 29 to 42 students! The ID Clinic is also improving, with 

105 YTD people helped in 2011, versus 133 YTD this year. Mary Anderson 

continues to do great work with this program.  Her stories of trying to track down 

long estranged family members to help get birth certificates are always exciting to 

hear. 

 

The 2013 Follies date is tentatively April 12. We hope to have the dinner slightly 

later this year to give people more time to look over the silent auction items. No 

other details yet, as this is still in the early stages of planning. Contact Joe Micon if 

you would like to help, at jmicon@lafayetteurbanministry.org. 
 

The overnight shelter continues to be busy, with YTD bed-nights up 9,457, from 

last year's YTD of 7,511. Joyce Fasani notes that the shelter can always use more 

supplies; n particular they need more breakfast bars. Cindy Haley, the program 

director for the after school program, notes that they need one bus driver volunteer 

for the program. 
 

 

If you have any questions or want more information on any topic, contact Rick 

Irvine at rick.irvine@gmail.com. 

        Rick Irvine, UU LUM Representative 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

 
 

Many thanks to the UU volunteers who helped with Family Promise the week of 

December 9-16, especially to all our first time volunteers: Laura Helms, Ellen 

Phelps, JJ Rode, Tom McConville, Suzan Windnagel, Laura Geiger-Reed, Joleen 

Schwier-Walker, Jean Herr, Sherry Tripodi, Gabriela Weaver, and Jason Rubsam.    

 

.  If you've interested in future volunteer opportunities with Family Promise, please 

contact Josh Prokopy (josh@prokopyfamily.com or 765-337-3382). 
 

      Josh Prokopy 
      UU Family Promise Representative 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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The Social Justice Committee remains busy 

with a variety of activities.  Our next meeting 

is Thursday, January 10 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 

in Room 101/103 at the church. We would be 

delighted to have you join us.  If you have 

questions, concerns, or ideas, contact  Joan 

Marshall (jmarshal900@yahoo.com) or Tom 

McConville (tmcconville1200@comcast.net), 

Social Justice Committee Co-chairs. 

 

 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE: 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Unitarian Universalist 

Disaster Relief Fund 

 

The theme for Change for Change in 2013 

is "Social Justice and Climate Change "  -- 

all the loose coins in the Sunday offering 

will go to organizations striving to address 

social justice issues in these areas.  The 

C4C recipient for January/February is 

“CERG UU”, the Central East Regional 

Group Unitarian Universalist Disaster 

Relief Fund.  This is under the leadership 

of the UUA. 

 

As you know, Hurricane Sandy has caused 

wide spread devastation along the Mid 

Atlantic coast in New Jersey, New York, 

Connecticut, and as far as eastern Ohio in 

early November. Many people are still 

without basic necessities such as winter 

coats and jackets, cleaning supplies, 

demolition tools (pry bars, sledge 

hammers, garbage bags), etc. 

 

Several of our Central East Regional 

Group churches are still acting as supply 

and meal centers, people are dealing with 

personal property losses due to wind and 

water, and it looks like this will be the 

costliest disaster in American 

history.  (http://www.uua.org/documents/

info/bulletin_uua_news.pdf) 

 

   Tom McConville 
                                Social Justice Co-chair 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 
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SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT BUILDING SECURITY 
 

Please be sure to lock all doors, and turn out all lights when you leave 

the building.  Thank you. 

 

PRINCIPLED GROUP 
 

Our group has decided to next discuss Any Rand’s book, Atlas 

Shrugged, first published in 1957, which will begin at our next regularly 

scheduled meeting on January 23, 2013.    This is a mystery novel that 

embodies and explains Ms. Rand’s philosophy of objectivism, 

essentially, having an objective reason and purpose for every action you 

commit.  We feel the optimum size for a discussion group of this type 
with meetings of only an hour, to be about twelve participants and there 

currently is room at the table.   We would welcome new participants on 

a first come, first served basis.  Please contact Ruth Ann Ferris at 

Ruthannferris70@gmail.com if you are interested in joining us. 

 

PROGRAM COUNCIL 
 

Program Council meets each first Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m., 

next on January 8. Committee chairs regularly attend to support all 

activities and assure better communication. Individuals planning church-

sponsored events need to attend to present a plan to the council for open 
discussion.   Send agenda items at least one week in advance to Program 

Council facilitator, Suzan Windnagel, at suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 

or 765-714-6173. 

 

Meeting Room Scheduling 
 

To schedule any meeting or event at UUC (including Fellowship Hall, 

Sanctuary & Classrooms) please contact Office Administrator Karin 

Bergman at uuc@uulafayette.org or call 765-743-8812.  She will review 

the calendar for availability plus provide information on any additional 

approval requirements that may be necessary. 
 

ROOM OR BUILDING RENTAL 
 

All or parts of our building can be rented by members (for private 

events), non-members and organizations.  Examples include non-

member weddings, community activities, fundraisers, etc.  We have a 

building use policy and fee schedule that is available from Karin 

Bergman at uuc@uulafayette.org or call 765-743-8812.  The approval 

process is coordinated by Mark VanMeeter, President-Elect, Board of 

Trustees. 

 

FIBER ARTS 
 

Please be sure to join us each 2nd Sunday after church for Fiberarts in the 

Conference Room, 101/103.  Bring the fiber of your choice—quilting, 

knitting, crochet, embroidery, lacework, tatting, quillwork, basketry…

and enjoy the fellowship of friends being creative together!  Please 

contact Amanda Estes, amandamestes@gmail.com for further 

information.  The next session meets Sunday, January 13.  Bring a 

friend!  See you soon— 

 

Sunday Morning Announcements 
 

Worship Committee has renewed the policy of having the worship 

associate read announcements during the Welcoming.  Exceptions will 

be made for special events that involve all of the congregation (such as 

Stewardship), but most announcements will be read by the worship 

associate.  A basket with announcement forms and pens is kept at the 

front of the sanctuary behind the table of candles.   If you have an 

announcement that you would like read during the Welcoming, please 

print on the form and give to the worship associate as early as 

possible.  Thank you!   Dianna Poindexter, Worship Committee Chairperson 

UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations General 

Assembly will take place Wednesday through Sunday, June 19-23 in 

Louisville, Kentucky.  Included in the Wednesday sessions are 

separately scheduled orientations for Young Adults (ages 18-35), GA 

Main, & Youth Caucus and Sponsors.  Also will be a Welcoming by 
Region, and an evening Opening Celebration and Plenary 1. 

GA Sunday Morning Worship will take place June 23 at 9:00 am EDT at 

the Kentucky International Convention Center.  Please see 

www.uua.org/ga/programming/ for further information. 

 

THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 

 

Filling up the gas tank?  Stop at Payless and use your UU Payless Gift 

Card! 
 

Need to buy a gift certificate?  Stop at Payless and use your UU Payless 

Gift Card! 

 
Groceries?  Yep, stop at Payless and use your UU Payless gift card. 
 

3% of the value of your purchases is sent directly to our UU.  A great 

way to support the church while just doing those routine things like 

filling up the car. 
 

Need a gift card?  Ask a Fellowship Team member on Sundays (they 

wear green team buttons) or check with Karin Bergman, Office 

Administrator, during the week.  Each card is pre-loaded with $25 and 

you can buy the card for $25 with cash or check. 
 

Can't I just stop at the service desk at Payless to get a new 

one?  Unfortunately no, they have to be ordered & paid for by the church 

in advance.  The amount on the card CAN be reloaded, however, for any 

amount you wish to add, at any time, for continued purchases.  Please be 

sure to re-load your card  at the beginning of your shopping trip so that 

the computer can update your information in time for purchases made 

that day—this update time usually takes at least 10 minutes.  Thank you! 

 

DID YOU KNOW... 

 
Are you aware that there is a fairly new UU holiday, Chalica?  This 

weeklong holiday, with origins in 2005, begins the first Monday in 

December. The focus each day is on one of the seven UU Principles.  A 
candle is lit each of the 7 days, and if gifts are given, special notes or 

small handmade items are possibilities: 

Monday: We light our chalice for the inherent worth and dignity of 

every person. 

Tuesday: We light our chalice for justice, equity and compassion in 

human relations. 

Wednesday: We light our chalice for acceptance of one another and 

encouragement to spiritual growth. 

Thursday: We light our chalice for a free and responsible search for 

truth and meaning. 

Friday: We light our chalice for the right of conscience and the use of 

the democratic process in society at large. 

Saturday: We light our chalice for the goal of world peace, liberty and 

justice for all. 

Sunday: We light our chalice for respect for the interdependent web of 

all existence of which we are a part. 

See www.uuworld.org/news/articles/153582.shtml for more information. 

mailto:Ruthannferris70@gmail.com
mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
mailto:amandamestes@gmail.com
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ADULT “RELIGIOUS” EXPLORATION SESSIONS 

January 2013 
 

We’re kicking off 2013 with a few sessions to “prime the pump” for Adult RE: 

 

FAITH & REASON:  Wednesday, January 16th - noon to 2:00 pm 
 

The Wednesday Unprincipled group has graciously opened their regular session (and stretched it out) for Faith & Reason, a DVD by Bill Moy-

ers.  The time will include a facilitated discussion after the DVD.  Faith & Reason is a series of one-on-one conversations with noted writers 

and thinkers from a wide spectrum of beliefs with a focus on their search for meaning. 

 

Faith & Reason: (repeat of Jan. 16th) Thursday, January 24th - 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
 

The same Bill Moyers DVD and lively discussion is expected will be used for this evening session.  See description above.  Child care will be 

provided if requested by Mon. Jan. 21st.  Email Suzan Windnagel at suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 

 

DRUMMING WORKSHOP Saturday, January 26th - 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm 
 

Wahru Cleveland, a drummer and teacher from Columbus, Ohio will be at the UU for a workshop sup-

ported by A-REC coordinated by Lynn Holland and Louie Laskowski. She is an exciting teacher and drum 

circle facilitator with years of experience and drum love.  

 

Cleveland performs percussion with local jazz musicians in a variety of venues, is founder of the Colum-

bus Community Drummers, an all genders multicultural group, & Sistah Ngoma, a multicul-

tural professional women's drum group.  She also serves as musical consultant and drum instructor of a 

women's drum chorus, & drums for Afro-Rhythms Drum and Dance. Check her out at http://

drumwahru.weebly.com. 

 

At this workshop she will cover djembe’ and ashiko basic and intermediate techniques; hand control and 

positions for right and left handed drummers; playing with balance; timing; feeling the rhythm; how to 

play together; 4/4 and 6/8 drum and bell patterns; how to play basic patterns for the heartbeat bass drum 

(dun drum); how to play more than one dun, and finding a drum rhythm that fits when jamming. Though 

her focus is Afrocentric, participants will experience rhythm patterns that may be used in facilitated and freestyle circle drumming. 

 

Bring a drum and learn. This is a great opportunity for all levels—beginners and intermediate as well as advanced. 

 

Fee is $30 per person, limited to 30 participants. Register at http://dcwi.com/drum.html 

 

A long-term goal is to have one or more drumming circles at UU if there is strong congregational interest. 

 

Please share ideas, enthusiasm and stories about adult RE with any council members.  The council includes:  Ellen Germann 

(ecgermann@earthlink.net), Peggy Martin (oldcrow2643@yahoo.com), Janice Schuster (jrschust@gmail.com), Larry Guentert 

(larry@guentert.net), Karin Bergman (uuc@uulafayette.org), John Wilms (john.wilms@comcast.net), Denise Wilson 

(dm2wilson@gmail.com), Larry Hicks (lehicks1@gmail.com), Suzan Windnagel (suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com)         A-REC 

 

Our Covenant 
 

Love is the spirit 

of this church 

and service 
is its law. 

This is our covenant: 

to dwell together 
in peace, 

to seek the truth  
in love, 

and to help 

one another. 
 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 

is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 
and encourages spiritual growth 

through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and 
work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhpORJZsQ8U
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