
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Exploration Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA NOVEMBER 2012 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Tom McConville, and Bill Welge. 
 

November 4  Jody Tishmack, founder and owner of The Soilmaker on South River Road, W. Lafayette: 

  Living Sustainably in a Changing World. 

November 11  Trish Maxwell, Director, LARA:  LARA, Lafayette Adult Resource Academy. 

November 18  Mick La Lopa, Department of Hospitality and Management, Purdue University: 

  Restaurant Management. 

November 25  Steve Koehler, Managing Director of the Civic Theatre of Greater Lafayette:  Civic Theatre of   

  Greater Lafayette. 

December 2  Margot Marlatt, Director of the Tippecanoe Chamber Music Society:  Tippecanoe Chamber Music Society. 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 4 
INTERGENERATIONAL

SERVICE 

“Stone Soup” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles 

Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Sheila Garret and Youth 

Sound:  Dan Lybrook 

 

An all ages presentation 

about sharing, followed 

by a potluck lunch. 
 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 11 

“Discovering Our 

Responsibility” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles 

Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Choir Director: 

Shellie Johnson 

Pianist: Janice Thiel 

Sound:  Mike Marsh 

 

Remembering what is 

owed to Native 

Americans. 

 

 

 

 
NOVEMBER 18 

“From Plymouth 

to the Present” 

Worship Leader: 
Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Choir Director & 

Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Noland 

 

We will reflect on the 

history of Unitarian 

Universalism and 

Thanksgiving. 
 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 25 

“Naming Our Blessings” 

Worship Leader: 

Kat Braz 

Choir Director & 

Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Gary  Mueller 

 

Developing the practice 

of gratitude. 

 

 

 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS: 

Remember Thanksgiving 

 This November, remember Thanksgiving. Between the bustling extremes 

of Halloween and Christmas, take rest in Thanksgiving.  Let it be as quiet as 

the rustling of fallen leaves.  Between the gaudy orange of Halloween and the 

bright lights of Christmas enjoy the subtle brown and grey of November. Be 

grateful you survived the season of fear.  Be the calm before the storm. Resist 
the hurry and flurry of Christmas.  Take time to be thankful for what you have 

and do not worry yet about what you will get. 

 Our consumer society wants us to buy into endless celebration.  

Halloween candy appears in September. Christmas displays start in November 

or earlier. Thanksgiving gets lost in the mix.   It has been reduced to a day of 

gluttony and football.  What if we expanded Thanksgiving Day into 

Thanksgiving Season?  All November we could take time to remember what 

we have been given. 

 We have received much from a multitude of people.  When we buy food 

we should remember all the people who have brought the food to us; the 

cashier, the stock clerk, the trucker, the migrant worker and the farmer.   We 
must also remember that all the farmland in our country once belonged to 

someone else.  The story of the first Thanksgiving recalls the generosity of 

Native Americans.  We must never forget how the European settlers betrayed 

their trust.  We must remember each November that we have inherited stolen 

land. 

 The Purdue Native American Educational and Cultural Center is hosting a 

series of events during November. “Native American Heritage Month” is a 

national month-long celebration created to recognize, honor and celebrate 

Indigenous Peoples. The NAECC serves as the focal point for campus and 

community events and sponsors an array of cultural presentations featuring 

traditional and contemporary Native American scholars, art demonstrations, 
educational tours, workshops and documentaries. For more information visit 

their website. http://www.purdue.edu/naecc/.   Before any one of us celebrates 

Thanksgiving, we should make a pilgrimage to at least one of these events. 

The true celebration of Thanksgiving involves the sharing of food. This was 

true in the first Thanksgiving and remains true today. The first Thanksgiving 

was also interfaith.  The Inter-Religious Network of Lafayette is sponsoring an 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Monday November 19th, 7pm, at Our 

Savior Lutheran Church, 300 West Fowler Ave. West Lafayette, IN.  Bring 

non-perishable food to share. All food will be donated to Food Finders. 

Remember Thanksgiving. Throughout November take time to show your 

respect and gratitude, every day and every way you can imagine. 
 

      With Gratitude & Hope, 
      Rev. Charlie 

http://www.purdue.edu/naecc/


 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Mark VanMeeter 

mvanmeeter@comcast.net 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Kirstensknits@aol.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

djhugheslmhc@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

ed_bowen@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Sherry Tripodi 

sherryt25@yahoo.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Exploration 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Newsletter articles are due on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month.  No exceptions will be made.  

Thank you. 
 

December Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, November 15 , 5:00 pm 

E-mail articles to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator mailbox, Room 106. 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

765.743.8812; uuc@uulafayette.org 

 

As we move into November, we approach that time of year that can bring so much 

joy and yet, so much trepidation. It happens every year, and we are always caught off 

guard, unprepared for the hustle and bustle. 

 

I refer, of course, to the annual church budget.  

 

Each year, the congregation must look closely at how much money was raised 

through our Stewardship Campaign and figure out how to make our budget work. 

And each year, decisions must be made about where our priorities lie. 

 

Many thanks to Laura Geiger-Reed and her leadership of the Stewardship Campaign. 

The committee worked so hard to contact every member of the congregation and to 

share with each one the message of generosity. 

 

But once the pledges are collected, the next step can be challenging. The Finance 

Committee must make decisions about how that money is spent. And sometimes, 

those decisions can be difficult. 

 

As the committee prepares for those number-crunching sessions, we must remember 

that we are a church. We can operate like a business, but our bottom line is not the 

same. We are not about profit, but about our principles. And we have to use our 

budget to live our principles.  

 

Throughout the month of November, we are asked to Remember Thanksgiving. We 

have an entire month to contemplate thankfulness, good fortune, and how to be 

mindful of the wealth of luxury we experience each and every day. In the light of a 

peaceful presidential election, one that took place after a devastating storm, we can 

be thankful for the democratic process; as we watch those who struggle to rebuild 

their lives in the hurricane’s aftermath, we can be thankful for the little conveniences 

of everyday life: Hot water. A warm house. Enough to eat. No lines at the filling 

station. 

 

We have so much for which to be grateful. As we prepare to debate how to best 

budget for our church year, we can be mindful of how lucky we really are. 

 

The Finance Committee is working on a preliminary budget, which will be presented 

to the congregation at the December 16 Congregational Meeting. Committee chairs, 

your input is welcome. 

 
Cindy Gerlach 
Board President 

Board Meetings take place each 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm in 

Conference Room 101/103, next on Tuesday November 20, 2012. 

Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with 

members of the Board of Trustees regarding congregational 

questions and concerns. 

 

The next Congregational Meeting takes place on Sunday, 

December 16 immediately following worship.  Discussion and Vote 

on 2013 budget.  Please plan to attend as a 25% quorum of all 

voting members is needed to pass any vote.   Thank you. 
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From the board president 
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It’s ironic. Sometimes it feels like in our fervor to celebrate and 

cram as much love and goodwill as we can into the winter holiday 

season, we strip away room for some of the hopefulness, peace, and 

joy the season is often proclaimed to be all about.  We are trying to 

be mindful here at church about keeping the activities we plan 

meaningful but simple and trying to stagger our events so that 

everything doesn’t hit all at once, stressing everybody out and 

draining our energy and resources:   

 

November 4th- December 2nd: Guest at Your Table Boxes.  The 

boxes were distributed at the November 4th Stone Soup service. If 

you didn’t get one, there are more on the table just before you enter 

the sanctuary in the narthex- please feel free to take one.  The idea 

is to set the box on your dining table at home and take a few 

moments at mealtime to remember the people in this world who are 

less fortunate than we are and the kinds of issues they face. More 

information can be found at http://www.uusc.org/guest  GAYT 

boxes and donations will be collected at the December 2nd worship 

service.  For those who would prefer to simply write a check or 

make a cash donation, there are envelopes available, also in the 

narthex.  

 

Children’s RE  for November will be spent examining the justice 

issues highlighted by GAYT and working on our holiday pageant.   

People who are interested in participating in JusticeCON in 

February at CONtagious, but still haven’t signed up need to move 

very quickly, as I need to know no later than this Sunday, 

November 11th who is planning to attend.  Reminder: there will be 

a planning meeting with DYSC members to work on our 

JusticeCON in February at CONtagious, so it’s important we have 

good representation. 

 

 November 25th: Children will remain in the sanctuary during 

worship service 

 December 2nd- As part of our GAYT wrap-up, families are 

asked to bring mittens, scarves, or hats for our children to 

decorate the mitten tree during the Time for All Ages portion of 

the worship service that Sunday.  Our collection will go to the 

families participating in LUM’s Jubilee Christmas.  

 December 16th- Holiday Pageant during our regular worship 

service  

 December 23rd & 30th- Children will remain in the sanctuary 

during worship 

 

Finally, I want to offer a quick shout-out to the many adults and 

kids who helped out with Stone Soup Sunday on November 4th, 

from the readers and kids who took a part during the worship 

service, to members of the congregation who brought veggies for 
the stone soup, to members of the fellowship team who managed 

the extra work in the kitchen.  Like the story, it just goes to show 

that we can all offer something to make the delicious offerings to be 

found at our church home.   
 

See You In Church, 

Sheila 

 

 

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH HEIFER! 

 
Worried about what to get the friend who has everything? Want 

to acknowledge your loved ones without contributing to the 

commercialization of the season? Consider a contribution to the 

UU Youth Fill the Ark campaign for Heifer International! 

Choose a meaningful gift that will help children and families 

around the world receive training and animal gifts that help 

them become self-reliant. For each gift donation you contribute 

to the UU Youth Fill the Ark campaign for Heifer International, 

we'll provide you with a greeting card featuring artwork by one 

of our youth that share our goals for Heifer and lets the 

recipient know that you have honored them with a Heifer gift. 

And, like all gifts made to the UU Church, your gift to our 

Heifer campaign is tax deductible. Select your gift of choices 

from this list: 

  

$5 — Flock of Chicks 

$10 — Trio of Rabbits 

$25 — Pig 

$50 — Sheep 

$75 — Camel 

$100+ -- Heifer (that's a cow, folks!) 

 
Whether it's Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Blessed 

Solstice, or Yo Saturnalia, nothing says "I'm thinking of you" 

like a flock of chicks! Please consider donating to the UU 

Youth Fill the Ark campaign for Heifer this holiday season. 

Cash/check accepted. Please make checks out to the Unitarian 

Universalist Church and designate Heifer in the memo line. For 

questions or to place an order, contact Kat Braz. 

 

 

 

NAMING OUR BLESSINGS, SPEAKERS NEEDED! 
 
In the midst of a hectic holiday season, we may often feel 

pulled in too many directions. It is important to pause and take 

note of our blessings. What are you thankful for? Music?  

Family? Good friends? Health? Our church community? The 

Worship Committee is looking for members and friends to 

speak briefly during the November 25 service about what they 

are thankful for in their lives. Please contact Kat Braz at 

kat@purdue.edu to volunteer or learn more. 

 

 

 

YOUTH BAKE SALE DEC. 16 

 
Please join us before and after our Holiday Pageant December 

16, for a bake sale held by our youth in the Fellowship Hall 

following the service.  More information to soon follow. 

 

RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a conspiracy of love. - Hamilton Wright Mabie 
 

We shall find peace. We shall hear the angels, we shall see the sky sparkling with diamonds. —Anton Chekhov 

http://www.uusc.org/guest
mailto:kat@purdue.edu


 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR AND CONGREGANT NEWS 

 Under 

  Our 

   Roof 
 

 

 

 

A very special “welcome home” to a dear congregant who 

wishes to remain anonymous, but has recently had a major back 

surgery followed by rehabilitation.  We are so happy you’ve 

come through it well, especially following some complications 

necessitating another surgery.  Thank goodness you are on the 

mend, and are headed home again.  Our thoughts have been, 

and continue to be with you, wishing you a continued and 

complete recovery.  Looking forward to seeing you some 

Sunday soon! 

 

 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or 

news of illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further 

information regarding an announcement posted in this column, 

Please contact Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care 

Group at 765-743-0665. 

   Linda LeMar, Chairperson, 
   Pastoral Care Group Committee Chairperson 

 
NOVEMBER 4 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Christine Schertz 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 

NOVEMBER 11 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Mike and Sherry Tripodi 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 

NOVEMBER 18 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Susanne McConville 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 

NOVEMBER 25 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Susanne Windnagel 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 

DECEMBER 2 

Fellowship Team Leader:  Kathy Willowoode and Bill Welge 

Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 

 

Note:  Please see page 8 for Updated Fellowship Team Roster 

Weekly 
Sunday, November 4, 11, 18, 25 

 9:00 am Forum, 101/103 

 10:30 am Worship & RE 

  Magazine Exchange, Potluck  November 4 (1st Sunday of month) 

  Talk and Tour, 2nd Sundays 

   (Membership Classes October 21, Nov. 11, Dec.9) 

Monday, November 5, 12, 19, 26 

  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation (101/103) 

Tuesday, November 6, 13, 20, 27 

  4:30 pm CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) FH 

Wednesday, November 8. 14. 21. 28 

  12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

  5:30 pm Strategic Planning Committee (106) 

  7:00 pm Choir 

Thursday, November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:00 pm Zen, M 

  7:00 pm Lafayette Chamber Singers (S) 

 

Bi-Weekly 
Monday, November 5, 19, 1:30 pm Writers' Group, 106 

Thursday, November 1, 15, 7:30 pm UU House Band 

 

By Date 
1 Thursday, 6:00 pm PFLAG, 102 (1st Thursdays) 

2, 16 Friday, 6:30 pm, PRYSM, 102 

4 Sunday1:00 pm Lafayette Area Peace Coalition, 101/103 

6 Tuesday, 5:30 Program Council, 101/103 

13 Tuesday, 6:30 pm, RE Council (2nd Tuesday) 

8 Thursday, 7:00 pm. Healing Service with Joleen Schweir-Walker, S 

9 Friday, 7:00 pm, UU Autumn  Concert:  Bleu D’Jango Gypsy Jazz 

10 Saturday:  Private Event in Fellowship Hall all day 

11 Sunday, 12:00, Fiberarts Quilting Bee (101/103) 

 12:00 pm Membership Class: Discovering Your Spiritual Path 106 

 3:00 pm Circle of Friends Art Show in Fellowship Hall 

13 Tuesday7:00 pm, ACLU-IN Board, 211 

15 Thursday Newsletter Deadline 

  6:00 pm Finance Committee 

16 Friday, 12:00 Adult Religious Exploration Council (101/103) 

17 Saturday, Puja (FH) 

18 Sunday, 4:00 pm UU Photogroup, 101/103 

 7:00 pm LAPC Joan Baez Film and Celebration 53 Years of Song and 

 Protest for Human Rights (101/103) 

20 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care, 106 

  6:30 pm Board Meeting, 3rd Tuesdays, 101/103 

22 Thursday, Thanksgiving; Office Closed 

23 Friday, Office Closed 

24 Saturday, Purdue Home Game Against IU:  Old Oaken Bucket 

25 Sunday, Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary, Don & Ruth Ann Ferris! 

 Celebration Cake in Fellowship Hall Following Service! 

27 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry, 106 

30 Friday UU HOLIDAY ART FAIR!  Begins at 5:00 pm-9:00 pm 

December 1, Saturday: UU HOLIDAY ART FAIR!  10:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

NOVEMBER SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

4 

Calendar Highlights 
ovember 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

 

JULIE AND JASON RUBSAM 
 
Julie and Jason were raised Roman Catholic but 

stopped identifying with Catholicism in their late 

teens. They attended St. Mary's church for a few 

years after their son was born , but never felt quite 

right about it and finally decided they needed an 

alternative.  They met Reverend Charlie and Gail 

at an interfaith 9/11 ceremony, and Jason had also 

heard of the weekly Buddhist meditation group 

that meets at the Unitarian Universalist church.  

They’ve been attending for two months now, and 

have found our beliefs and philosophies to be very 

close to their own. They also appreciate that most 

folks here don't take themselves too seriously. 

 
Jason and Julie are originally from Evansville.  They moved to Lafayette 18 years ago so that Julie 

could attend Purdue. While she was here, they grew roots in the community and decided to stay.  They 

own and operate Lafayette PC, a small computer repair and I.T. consulting business in downtown 

Lafayette that specializes in taking care of small businesses, with clients in healthcare, insurance, 

accounting, manufacturing and other markets. 
 

They have a nine year old son, Ash, who enjoys art, playing with his friends, and designing virtual 

worlds in Minecraft (a video game).  He recently began attending Connections Academy - an online 

Indiana public school. 
 

In their free time, Jason enjoys long walks and jogging, reading science fiction and science fact, and 

meeting with the Purdue Buddhist Society.  Julie crochets and enjoys serving on boards and committees 

related to small business.  They’re involved with several local charities, including Jesse's Kids, Home 

with Hope, and Food Finders Food Bank.  And while they have not been active for several years, Jason 

and Julie both have black belts in Tae Kwon Do. 

 

NOEMI YBARRA 
 

Noemi says it’s almost as if her parents intended for her to 

become a UU.  Her mother was a Methodist, and as a young 

child they attended the nearby Methodist church.  Her father was 

a Catholic, and when she was seven they began attending the 

local Catholic Church.  In junior high she made friends with a 

group of born again Christians and did the whole born again 

thing. This made it easier for her to consider her own beliefs as 

she got older. 
 

Noemi moved to Lafayette from Ann Arbor, Michigan at a time 

when the Lafayette City Council was in an uproar over the 

question of protecting people on the basis of sexual orientation.  

She saw a large ad in support of the measure, signed by the 

minister and a long list of people from the UU church, and 

thought, "Maybe there IS a place for me here."  She started 

coming and never stopped. 
 

Noemi has a degree in theatre and has spent the last 35 years as 

a lighting designer.  She works as a consultant, assisting 

architects when they want to build or renovate a theatre, arena, 

house of worship, or other place of public assembly.  She also 

does freelance lighting design for plays, musicals, art 

installations, and dance. 
 

She lives in an Arts & Crafts house in Lafayette, within walking distance of downtown.  In her free 

time, Noemi loves sailing and has a sadly neglected boat that hasn't been on the water in years.  She also 

enjoys sewing, gardening, singing, contra dancing, science fiction, and fixing up her cars and her house. 
 

Over the years she has sung in the choir and served on everything from the Worship Committee, to the 

New Building Committee, the Ministerial Search Committee, and the Committee on Ministry.  At one 

point she was even Chair of the UU Board of Trustees. 

 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

VISION 2012 
 

The Membership Committee’s 

vision for 2012 is to nurture and 

support members through all 

stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this vision 

we would like to encourage the 

entire church to participate in 

growing and sustaining our 

congregation. 

 

 
MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 
 

The Membership Committee is 

composing biographies of 

every church member, placed 

each month on the Membership 

bulletin board and then 

published in the newsletter.  As 

new biographies are added to 

the membership board, old 

biographies will be “archived” 

in a scrapbook in the library. 

 

New members will be a priority 

for biographies so we can get 

t o  k n o w  o u r  n e w e s t 

c o n g r e g a n t s  q u i c k l y . 

Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, 

we’ll also be publishing 

biographies of “old” members. 

 

The member biographies 

contributed for the month of 

November are those of Julie & 

Jason Rubsam, and Noemi 

Ybarra. Many thanks to Joshua 

Prokopy for writing these 

biographies. 

 
  Linda Prokopy 
  Membership Chairperson 



 

 

 
UU MEMBERSHIP CLASSES FOR 2012 

 

Membership classes resumed in September and are being held on variable Sundays this fall on a rotating basis 

immediately after service. Sessions are presented by Rev. Charlie Davis and the Membership Committee in 

conference room 101/103.  Child care and a light lunch will be available at all classes. Please RSVP if possible 

to lprokopy@gmail.com so we know approximately how much food to prepare: 

 

UU HISTORY  tba. This class will cover topics such as: How did this denomination get where it is today and how 

did Unitarian Christianity and Universalist Christianity evolve into the free religion we have today?  By reviewing 

some of the controversies of the past we see how they shape our present.  Intended for everyone new and old to UU 

congregations. 

 

DISCOVERING YOUR SPIRITUAL PATH  November 11.  What gifts have you kept from your religious heritage? 

What have you discarded? How do you wish to improve yourself and the world?  Come explore and share your 

stories with others. By speaking our truth and listening to others, we can deepen the meaning of 

community.  Intended for everyone. 

 

PARTICIPATING AT UUC, WEST LAFAYETTE  December 9. Learn more about the history of our UU church 

and what it means to be a member. This course is intended for visitors who are interested in learning more about 

membership. 
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UU CHURCH FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 2012-2013 
 

We have several new Annual Fellowship Groups this year.  Annual Fellowship Groups are a great way for church visitors, friends 

and members to get to know each other in informal settings.  If you are fairly new to the church or have decided to enhance your 

special interests, it’s not too late to join in the fun and get to know your fellow church members better. Please contact the person 

listed if you are interested in joining.  If you have an idea for a new group, and would like to coordinate it, so much the 

better!  Send your ideas for new groups to Linda Prokopy (lprokopy@gmail.com, 765-337-2262) or Sherry Tripodi 

(sherry625@yahoo.com).  Thank you. 
 

GROUP NAME      DATE/TIME/LOCATION        CONTACT 
 

Book Group    tba   Gale, galekchar@gmail.com,497-0076 

 

Digital Photography    3rd Sunday, 4 pm cbarnhart32@frontier.com, 474-5764 

 

Families with Kids   tba   Linda & Josh, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-3382 

  

Feminist Book Group   1st Friday, 7 pm  Linda, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-2262 

 

Fiber Arts     2nd Sundays, 12 pm Amanda Estes, amandaestes@gmail.com 

 

Herbs     tba   Lisa, lisapantea@gmail.com, 746-1710 

         JJ, jj-home@fpnmail.com, 583-2457 

 

If You Can Walk, You Can Dance  tba   Dorothy Hughes, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com, 

         237-7652 

 

Laugh Club    tba   Dorothy Hughes, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com, 

         237-7652 

 
Men's Night Out tba   Mike Tripodi, mtripodi@girtz.com 414-0384 

 

Movies  tba  Joan, jmarshal900@yahoo.com, 838-8096 

   Chuck & Verna, vmritz@msn.com, 448-4459 

 

Poetry Group  tba  Jean Herr, jeanherr@centurytel.net 

 
Writing Interest Group 1st and 3rd Mondays, 1:30 pm Caroline Barnhart , cbarnhart32@frontier.com, 474-5764 

mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:sherry625@yahoo.com
mailto:galekchar@gmail.com
mailto:cbarnhart32@frontier.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:lisapantea@gmail.com
mailto:jj-home@fpnmail.com
mailto:djhugheslmhc@gmail.com
mailto:djhugheslmhc@gmail.com
mailto:mtripodi@girtz.com
mailto:jmarshall@purdue.edu
mailto:vmritz@msn.com
mailto:jeanherr@centurytel.net


 

 

2012 SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TEAMS ROSTER 

Suzan Windnagel 

Kat Braz 

Deanna Brown 

Virginia & Don Burks 

Bill & Sarah Cannon 
Toni Davisson 

Jason and Mary Kate Dufair-McKenna 

Verna Emery 

Sayed Gaafar 

Brian Harley 

Marge Hood 

Bill Kannel 

Kathleen Peyton 

Katie Pope 

Kris & Dan Taylor 

Nancy Whiting 
 

Sherry and Mike Tripodi 
Mark Cushman and Kathy Coder 

John and Mary Finley 

Laura Geiger and Mike Reed 

Jennifer Higginbottom and Hunt Wiley 

Edwin Layer and Virginia Smith 

Tim Martinez 

Michelle Miller 

George and Sara Reichler 

Sue Robinson 
Rachel Smith 

Yiseul Suh 

Jessie and Matthew Volovski 

 

Christine Schertz 

Amy Bauer and family 

Andrew and Jesse Bowen 

Ed and Kathy Bowen 

June Cohen 

Adrienne Field 

Chap Flack  
Larry Guentert 

Susannah Hall-Justice 

Mary and Robert Lempke 

Martha Lempke 

JoAnn Mullen 

Alice Pawley and Steve Hoffmann 

Wendy and Neil Schmitzer-Torbert 

Eric and Janice Thiel 

 

Laura Helms 

Jim and Marilyn Anderson 

Nathan Reiss 

Cliff & Bev Cox 

Beth Misner & Barney Dunning 

Mary Ann Foley 

Eric & Meg Howlett 

Rick Irvine 

Rob & Amanda Lempke 

John Neal 

Dan Noland 

John Wilms 

Wallace & Jean Tyner 
Nancy Patchen 

 

 

 

Mark VanMeeter 

Cindy Krulitz  

Cheryl and Gary Fowler 

Margy Deverall and Jerry Hurley 

Phyllis Day 
Brent and Elizabeth Ladd 

Karl and Joan Lohmann 

Jane Schmidt 

Richard and Angie Shamo 

Shannon Unger 

 

Lorraine and Randy Myer 

Caroline and Roy Barnhart 

Don and Ruth Ann Ferris 

Linda Hicks 

Denise Laussade 
Jim and Rosemary Leary 

Doug and Sharon McKnight 

Dan and Ashby Mizell 

Sara Tedrick Parikh and Anish Parikh 

Ron Robertson 

Lola Straub 

Jason and Julie Rubsam 

Irene Stephens 

 

Amy French 

Rae Brant and Dave Shelton 
David Bridgham 

John Carlson and Ingrid Cleaver 

Gale Charlotte and Karen Adams 

Gale Davis 

Ellen Germann and Jay Melosh 

Herschel and Virginia Lewis 

Steve and Jenny Moss 

Alanna and Steve Nelson 

Irene Shearer 

Elizabeth Sternke 

 

Dorothy Hughes 

Todd Barton 

Carolyn Cook 

Larry and Margaret Dunkle 

Jill Edwards 

Adriela Fernandez 

Laura Furseth 

Elaine Gareis 

Jim Gitzen 

Don Gresham 

Kim Harden 

Linda Harp 

Tom Hertel 

Bob Kozak 

Janice Kritchevsky 

Jamie Metzinger 

Doug Paprocki 

Chuck Reynolds 

Verna Ritz 

 

Bob Rode 

Charles Babb 
Gary Burniske 

Kitty Campbell 

Amanda Estes 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Josh and Linda Prokopy 

Beau Keen 

Joan Marshal 

Peggy Martin 

Robin and Dianna Poindexter 
Joleen Schwier-Walker 

Cricket Steinweg 

Della Willmann  

Carey Woodings II 

Noemi Ybarra 

 

Kathy Willowoode and Bill Welge 
Ashley Achgill-Cooper  

Nancy Bergquist  

Keith Brown 

Neelu Chawla 
Margaret Deedon 

Chris & Beth Garretson 

Steve Koehler, Elena Koehler 

Judith Klockzim 

Shivani Rao 

Chad & Ellen Phelps 

Lisa Pantea and Dan Lybrook 

Janice Schuster 

Larry Sellers and Laurie Sparks-Sellers 

Raine Shearer 

Fritz Smith 
Hallie Vavrus  

 

Susanne McConville 

Frank Arnold 

JoAnn Darling 

Cindy Gerlach and Gary Mueller 

Martha Gipson 

Jean Herr 

Lynn Holland 

Terry Kercher 

Susan Kersey 
Tom McConville 

Christine & Greg Reynolds 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Trudi  Wildfeuer 

Denise Wilson 

 

Rae Schnapp 

Renu Bhatia 

Sallie Cooke  

Janie Fischback 

Joe Hiscox 

Beth Hoffman 

Erin and JT Hoke 

Michelle Margaret Miller 

Cliff Sadof and Linda LeMar 

Jennifer Schall 

Jackie Sloss 

Lee Sullivan 

Gabriele Weaver and Sergey Savinov 

Patty Wood 

Joan Zinn 

 
If we have spelled your name incorrectly, or you 

haven’t been assigned to a team, please let us 

know.   Contact Sherry Tripodi with any questions, 

sherryt25@yahoo.com, Thank you! 
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Cultivating Lives of Generosity 
It’s  exciting to know we still have an active Stewardship Campaign happening! 
Pledge cards continue to be turned in.  We only need 40% more to meet our goal. 

Thanks to your ongoing generosity, we are currently at $188,895 pledges. 
 

 

Only through our generous contributions can our Unitarian Universalist Church grow to make the difference we all believe in. 
Just what is a generous donation? How much should you give? Only you can answer that. Take time to think about what makes 
our community important to you. Is it our revived Religious Exploration? Our informative Sunday Morning Forums? Our 
inspiring Sunday Services? Maybe it’s the sense of belonging you feel when you walk through our doors that draw you back each 
week. Pledging~~ whatever you can give~~ is a way to let others know the UU Principles are important to you. This is why 
our 2013 goal is to have 100% of membership cards returned with generous pledges. 

 

We’re waiting to hear from you. 
 

Thank you for your Generous 2013 Pledge 
The Stewardship Committee 

Laura Geiger-Reed, Ed and Kathy Bowen 
Don and Ruth Ann Ferris, Mark VanMeeter, Denise Wilson, Susan Windnagel 

Jim and Marilyn Anderson 
Charles Babbs 
Marty Becker 
Roy and Caroline Barnhart 
Doris and Joy Blair 
Andrew and Jessie Bowen 
Ed and Kathy Bowen 
Rae Brandt & David Shelton 
Kat Braz 
Deanna Brown & Brian Harley 
Keith Brown 
Kitty Campbell 
John Carlson 
Ingrid Clever 
Gail Charlotte & Karen Adams 
Mark Cushman & Kathy Coder 
June Cohen 
Sallie Cooke 
Jeff and JoAnn Darling 
Rev Charlie and Gail Davis 
Roberta Deagan & William Keirce 
Margaret Deedon 
Barny Dunning & Beth Misner 
Kathy Schroth & John Duvall 
Verna Emery 
Tom Hertel & Adriela Fernandez 
Don and Ruth Ann Ferris 
John and Mary Finley 
Mary Ann Foley 
Gary and Cheryl Fowler 
Amy and Mark French 
  

Sayed Gaafar 
Gary Mueller & Cindy Gerlach 
Martha Gipson 
Kim Harden 
Jean Herr 
Stephen Hoffmann & Alice Pawley 
JT and Erin Hoke 
Dorothy Hughes 
Margy Deverall & Jerry Hunley 
Terrie Kercher 
Nina Kirkpatrick 
Janice Kritchevsky & Bob Kozak 
Edwin Layer 
Jim and Rosemary Leary 
Herschel and Virginia Lewis 
Karl and Joan Lohmann 
Lisa Pantea & Dan Lybrook 
Joan Marshall 
Tim Martinez 
Tom and Suzanne McConville 
Tippen McDaniel 
Sharon and Doug McKnight 
Ellen Germann & Jay Melosh 
Michelle Miller 
Randy and Lorraine Myer 
Doug Paprocki 
Sara Tedrick Parikh & Anish Parikh 
Martin and Nancy Patchen 
Robin and Dianna Poindexter 
Josh and Linda Prokopy 
Laura Geiger & Mike Reed 
  

Kirsten Reynolds 
Lynn Richardson 
Sue Robinson 
Bob and JJ Rode 
Jason and Julie Rubsam 
Jane Schmitt 
Rae Schnapp 
Kenneth and Sheryl Singleton 
Rachael Smith 
Virginia Smith 
Mary Jo Sparrow 
Irene Stephens 
Lola Straub 
Lee Sullivan 
Dan and Kris Taylor 
Eric and Janice Thiel 
Mike and Sherry Tripodi 
Wallace and Jean Tyner 
Mark VanMeeter 
William Welge 
Nancy Whiting 
Della Willmann 
Kathy Willowoode 
John Wilms 
Denise Wilson 
Suzan Windnagel 
Patty Wood 
Noemi Ybarra 
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The Social Justice Committee remains busy with a variety of activities.  Our next 

meeting is Thursday, January 10 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in Room 101/103 at the church. 

We would be delighted to have you join us.  If you have questions, concerns, or ideas, 

contact  Joan Marshall (jmarshal900@yahoo.com) or Tom McConville 

(tmcconville1200@comcast.net), Social Justice Committee Co-chairs. 

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE:  JUSTICE, FAIRNESS & EQUALITY 

LAFAYETTE ADULT RESOURCE ACADEMY 
 

The theme for Change for Change in 2012 is "Justice, Fairness and Equality " -- all the 

loose coins in the Sunday offering will go to organizations striving to address social 

justice issues in these areas.  The C4C recipient for November/December is “LARA,” 

the Lafayette Adult Resource Academy.  LARA’s vision statement, Skills for 

Tomorrow Delivered Today, reflects the program’s emphasis on advanced skill 

development. In addition to many awards and recognitions, LARA received twice the 

prestigious United States Department of Education Secretary’s Award for Outstanding 

Adult Education and Literacy Program, once in 1988 and again in 1999. 

Administrators, teachers, and volunteers have been recognized locally, state-wide, and 

nationally for their outstanding contributions to adult education. Forum co-chairs are 

Jim Anderson, Tom McConville and Bill Welge. 

   Ellen Phelps, Change for Change Coordinator for 2012 

 
LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 

 

INTER-RELIGIOUS NETWORK THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
 

The Inter-Religious Network of Greater Lafayette will be hosting a Community 

Thanksgiving Service on Monday, November 19 at 7 p.m. at Our Saviour Lutheran 

Church (300 Fowler Avenue, West Lafayette).  Come and celebrate Thanksgiving in the 

traditions of song and word of various faiths. A special monetary offering and non-

perishable items will be collected for Food Finders of Lafayette, Inc.  You may also 

follow the Inter-Religious Network and their diverse programming by visiting http://

www.meetup.com/interreligiousnetwork/.  This is a group of religious leaders, laity, 

and people with general interest and genuine concern for meaningful dialogue and 

progress toward loving, caring, kindness, justice, and peace among different religious 

and spiritual traditions including those not claiming any mainstream religious or 

spiritual orientation. The group's leadership is still forming an identity, but even in the 

midst of our birthing, we are starting initiatives, issuing challenges, and trying to 

become better aware of ourselves, our community, our culture, and our world through 

relationship and service with others. When we gather, an expectation is held for 

humility, respect, and acceptance as we are all part of the human family. If you have 

questions or need more information, please email Rev. Clarinda Crawford at 

crawford@cosumc.org. 
 

LUM THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 
 

Volunteers and donations are needed for the Lafayette Urban Ministry—Annual 

Community Thanksgiving Celebration on Thanksgiving Day at Central Presbyterian 

Church. LUM anticipates serving more than 800 people. We welcome volunteer help 

and food or supplies contributions.  For more information, please call or email Heather 

Hansen at (765) 423-2691 or hhansen@lafayetteurbanministry.org. 
 

LUM JUBILEE CHRISTMAS 
 

LUM Jubilee Christmas will be held at our Unitarian Universalist church this year on 

Saturday, December 8.  Lafayette Urban Ministry has sponsored this holiday event for 

30 years through area church host sites, helping financially challenged Lafayette area 

parents make their children’s Christmas special.  Each host church provides a selection 

of new gifts for varying ages of children and youth.  A ham is also provided for each 

family, along with food certificates and a gift certificate for each teenager.  Collection 

of gifts began in November, in Room 212.  More information will soon follow—thank 

you! 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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ONE CONGREGANT’S 

EXPERIENCE AT THE 

SWEETEST DAY DINNER DANCE 

 
 Hi, I’m Cheryl Fowler, longtime member of the 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater Lafayette.  I 

wanted to write an article about our church’s recent 

fundraiser, the Sweetest Day Dinner Dance, held on 

October 12th. 

 First of all, I love to dance!  I actually am a tap 

dancer but love many other forms of dance including 

clogging and free form at gatherings.  In college, I 

even considered minoring in dance along with my 

business degree because I love dancing so much.  (I 

didn’t pursue this when I found out there were many 

requirements like Anatomy (!) to fit in to my already 

full class load.) 

 Back to the fundraiser… My husband, Gary, was 

to be out of the country for business and was not able 

to be “my sweetest” at the dance BUT I decided to go 

anyway.   I heard Dorothy Hughes was to have a 

dance partner helping teach the class, and he might be 

able to dance with “singles” there. 

 The week before the dance there was a callout for 

volunteers to help set up tables etc. prior to the event, 

so I signed up to help.  In getting there at 4:30 p.m. 

before the 6:00 start, I found all the tables set up and 

the Fellowship Hall transformed into a lovely room 

with space for dancing, yellow draped tables with 

beautiful centerpieces and candlelight along with 

white lights twinkling around the ceiling providing 

great atmosphere! 

 Amy French was making final preparations for 

dinner at my arrival, so I helped her where I was able 

which was fun!  She also asked if I would help greet 

people as they arrived, a welcome task for me! 

 At 6:00, the $5.00 dance lesson began with 

Dorothy and her friend, Joe, teaching the Foxtrot.  I 

was pleased that there were other “singles” at the 

lesson, and Jim Gitzin and I became partners.  It was 

great to learn the basic steps, and we even learned to 

turn! 

 At 6:30, the delicious dinner was served buffet 

style.  Green salad with fresh roasted beets & balsamic 

beet dressing, pastas with meat sauce and pesto and 

bread sticks were yummy!  Decadent brownies with a 

touch of espresso were dessert.  You don’t want to get 

sleepy while you are at a dance ;). 

 When the dance began, much enthusiasm was 

shared as we danced to various pieces of music 

organized and implemented by Doug Paprocki.  He 

had asked for requests prior to the event and did a nice 

job providing the music.  Also, during the evening, 

Dorothy taught the Electric Slide line dance which 

was a “hoot!” 

 Our church made $985. for our operating budget.  I 

hope to attend another dinner dance fundraiser next 

year! 

 Many thanks to organizers Amy French, Dorothy 

Hughes and Denise Laussade and also volunteers 

Harry Brown, Jim Gitzin, Doug Paprocki, Rae 

Schnapp and Mark Van Meeter. 

mailto:jmarshal900@yahoo.com
mailto:tmcconville1200@comcast.net
http://www.osluth.org/
http://www.osluth.org/
http://www.food-finders.org/
mailto:crawford@cosumc.org
http://www.lafayetteurbanministry.org/thanksgiving.html
http://www.centralpreschurch.org/?page_id=49
http://www.centralpreschurch.org/?page_id=49
mailto:hhansen@lafayetteurbanministry.org
mailto:hhansen@lafayetteurbanministry.org
mailto:hhansen@lafayetteurbanministry.org
mailto:hhansen@lafayetteurbanministry.org
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SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT BUILDING SECURITY 
 

Please be sure to lock all doors, and turn out all lights when you 

leave the building.  We have had several instances of doors being 

left open and lights being left on the past several weeks.  The 

neighborhood has also experienced an increase in crime since this 

past summer. Thank you. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

  September Year-To-Date    Budget 

________________________________________________ 
 

Revenue  $191,304.67  $261,540.00 
 

Expenditures $198,559.44  $272,317.00 

________________________________________________ 
 

Thanks to the very generous close-the-deficit gifts, the success of some 

of our fundraising efforts, and control of spending, we MAY end the 

year on a positive note. There is a SLIGHT CHANCE that we may not 

have to transfer funds from the capital fund this year. 

 

On a less positive note, as we begin planning for next year’s budget, 

the deficit from this year will haunt us. We are committed to having a 

balanced budget, thus we are working up options to address any 

shortfalls; possibilities include, but are not limited to:  

  

• Eliminating paid nursery staff and moving to a rotating schedule of 

members to work on Sunday mornings • Cutting cleaning services, 

using instead congregational volunteers for weekly cleaning • 

Terminating outside contracts for mowing and snow removal, relying 

on volunteers for these services as needed • Instituting usage/supply 

fees for certain programs (RE, OWL) • Restricting copier access to 

staff only, for pre-approved use.  We are hoping that these difficult 

decisions will not be necessary, but want to be transparent about 

ongoing discussions 

 

PROGRAM COUNCIL 
 

Program Council meets each first Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m., 

next on December 4. Committee chairs regularly attend to support all 

activities and assure better communication. Individuals planning 

church-sponsored events need to attend to present a plan to the 

council for open discussion.   Send agenda items at least one week in 

advance to Program Council facilitator, Suzan Windnagel, at 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com or 765-714-6173. 

 

Meeting Room Scheduling 
 

To schedule any meeting or event at UUC (including Fellowship 

Hall, Sanctuary & Classrooms) please contact Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman at uuc@uulafayette.org or call 765-743-8812.  She 

will review the calendar for availability plus provide information 

on any additional approval requirements that may be necessary. 

 

ROOM OR BUILDING RENTAL 
 

All or parts of our building can be rented by members (for private 

events), non-members and organizations.  Examples include non-

member weddings, community activities, fundraisers, etc.  We have 

a building use policy and fee schedule that is available from Karin 

Bergman at uuc@uulafayette.org or call 765-743-8812.  The 

approval process is coordinated by Mark VanMeeter, President-

Elect, Board of Trustees. 

FIBER ARTS HAS RESUMED! 
 

Please be sure to join us each 2nd Sunday after church for Fiberarts in 

the Conference Room, 101/103.  Bring the fiber of your choice—

quilting, knitting, crochet, embroidery, lacework, tatting, quillwork, 

basketry…and enjoy the fellowship of friends being creative 

together!  Please contact Amanda Estes, amandamestes@gmail.com 

for further information.  The next session meets this Sunday, 

November 11 at noon 

 

 

THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 

 

Filling up the gas tank?  Stop at Payless and use your UU Payless 

Gift Card! 

 

Need to buy a gift certificate?  Stop at Payless and use your UU 

Payless Gift Card! 

 

Groceries?  Yep, stop at Payless and use your UU Payless gift card. 

 

3% of the value of your purchases is sent directly to our UU.  A great 

way to support the church while just doing those routine things like 

filling up the car. 

 

Need a gift card?  Ask a Fellowship Team member on Sundays (they 

wear green team buttons) or check with Karin Bergman, Office 

Administrator, during the week.  Each card is pre-loaded with $25 

and you can buy the card for $25 with cash or check. 

 

Can't I just stop at the service desk at Payless to get a new 

one?  Unfortunately no, they have to be ordered & paid for by the 

church in advance.  The amount on the card CAN be reloaded, 

however, for any amount you wish to add, at any time, for continued 

purchases.  Please be sure to re-load your card  at the beginning of 

your shopping trip so that the computer can update your information 

in time for purchases made that day—this update time usually takes 

at least 10 minutes.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
mailto:amandamestes@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 53 years of Song and Protest 
 for Human Rights 
 
 7:00 pm, Sunday, November 18, 2012 

 Unitarian Universalist Church 
 Conference Room 101/103 
 333 Meridian Street, West Lafayette 
  

 
Live music by Denise Wilson of Traveler’s Dream 

 

and DVD showing to celebrate the music and life of Joan Baez 
 

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL 
 

Discussion and refreshments will follow. 
 

American singer, song writer Joan Chandos Báez was born January 9, 
1941 and began her career performing in coffee houses in Boston and 
Cambridge. Her distinctive vocal style catapulted her to fame after 
an unbilled performance at the 1959 Newport Folk Festival, and at 
Woodstock (1969) she helped to bring the songs of Bob Dylan to 
national prominence.  She continues her lifelong commitment to 
political activism in the fields of human rights, civil rights, 
nonviolence, peace, social justice and environmental issues. 
 

 

Sponsored by Lafayette Area Peace Coalition and the 
Social Justice Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Church 

More information: www.lafayettepeace.org 
765-463-4705, rosefam2856@gmail.com 
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