
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Exploration Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA OCTOBER 2012 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Tom McConville, and Bill Welge. 
 

October  7 Jim Logsdon & Martina Sternberg: Stand Down #2 for Homeless and At-Risk Service Members, Veterans & 

 Families 11/10/12.  Challenges Returning Veterans Have Faced from Viet Nam to present 
 

October 14 Chris Funk:  Re-Imagining American Democracy, How Information Technology Will Change Our Political 

 Institutions 
 

October 21 Steve Pekarek:  Saul Alinsky 
 

October 28 Jay McCann:  Forecasting Election Outcomes: Social Science or Voodoo Science? 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 

OCTOBER 7 

Altruism and Politics 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Sound:  Noemi Ybarra 

 

Who is John Galt?  And why did 

Ayn Rand invent him.?  Would 

helping him get elected  be an 

act of altruism, or should we ask 

“what’s in it for me?” Joys & 

Concerns, first Sundays. 

 

 

OCTOBER 14 

Interpersonal Relationships 

and Their Effect on Society 

Worship Leader: 

Larry Guentert  

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

House Band Plays 

Sound:  Chap Flack 

 

 

OCTOBER 21 

Retreat Service, Ross Park: 

Native American 

Lifeways & Music 

Worship Leader: 

Martha Gipson 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 21 

Meridian Street Service 

The Birth of the Bab 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Ellen Germann-Melosh 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Noland or tba 

 

In 19th century Persia arose the 

Baha’i’ Faith.  This evolving  

universalizing faith is a middle 

eastern parallel to the western 

rise of Unitarian Universalism. 

 

 

OCTOBER 28 

Tales from General Assembly 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Sound:  Jerry Hunley 

 

F i v e  me mb e r s  o f  o u r 

community traveled to Arizona 

this past summer, where 

thousands of UUs met to focus 

on justice for immigrants.  

What lessons were learned?  

Participants include Bobby 

Dunning, Audrey Smith, Suzan 

Windnagel, Sheila Garrett and 

Charlie Davis. 

 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

 
Each leaf has a secret, 

A beauty about to be revealed. 

Beneath the noble green 

of workaday chlorophyll, 

True colors wait to be exposed. 

 
Who are we beneath the duties of the day? 

We work to transform energy for our community, 

Competing until all are green with envy. 

Envision an interior life beneath each public face. 

True colors wait to be disclosed. 

 
All will fall 

To the ground from which we rise 

Our certain demise is simple to surmise. 

Yet beneath the pettiness of our lives, 

Lies the prettiness of life. 

May we share our radiance with the world. 

 
May the knowledge of the beauty inside us 

Guide us through all stages of life. 

From budding to unfolding even unto death, 

Each life has a secret. 

We are more than we seem. 

 
Believe in beauty. 

Be leaves of beauty. 

Be lives of beauty. 

Be you, 

To fill the world with beauty. 

 

   With Gratitude & Hope, 
   Rev. Charlie 



 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Mark VanMeeter 

mvanmeeter@comcast.net 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Kirstensknits@aol.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

djhugheslmhc@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

ed_bowen@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Sherry Tripodi 

sherryt25@yahoo.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Exploration 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Newsletter articles are now due on the 

3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 
 

November Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, October 18, 5:00 pm 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 
“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator mailbox, Room 106. 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

765.743.8812; uuc@uulafayette.org 

 

Every time I step in this church, I see people giving. From greeters to folks setting up 

tables, members of this congregation give of their time. 

 
Members of the Board of Trustees give lots of their time, as do members of countless 

other committees; committee chairs are especially busy as they plan the important work of 

our congregation. 

 
With a stewardship theme of generosity, it’s hard not to be mindful of all the hours given 

by so many. And it might sound ungrateful to say those aren’t enough. 

 
But sadly, they aren’t. The fact is, it take money to run a church. From postage and copier 

paper to salaries for the office administrator and nursery helpers, we have a significant 

budget each year. 

 
And in addition to paying for the everyday expenses, we have plans for the future. In the 

coming months, the Strategic Plan will be unveiled to the congregation; we will be asked 

to share in growing the mission of our church. But doing that is, too, going to require 

some investment. 

 
So many people give much of themselves to our church. But what we give, we receive 

back in so many ways. It’s generosity that multiplies, in more ways than one. 

 
Gift Policy 

 
Many members and friends of the UU Church like to go above and beyond their usual 

pledge of support by giving additional gifts to the church. Often they have a specific 

project or item they would like to see funded, so they give a designated gift to the church. 

 
And the church welcomes these gifts. We have a gift policy, which states, in part, that 

these gifts are welcomed, but also that gifts must be approved by the board. 

 
Why would a gift need to be approved, you might wonder. The Board would need to make 

sure that a particular gift is needed; while it might seem generous to donate particular 

items, we might not have a need for them, or any place to store them. It’s possible that a 

particular gift might run afoul of our principles. Or someone could donate a cash gift with 

such stipulations that the church might feel it was too difficult to administer. 

 
Many members offer items as “in-kind” donations, making gifts of time, supplies, and 

talents. We welcome you to officially submit these items. You can take the value as a tax 

deduction, and it gives the church a better idea of exactly what is spent for our program 

areas. 

 
If you have questions, don’t hesitate to ask a member of the Board of Trustees or the 

Finance Committee. 
 

      Cindy Gerlach 
      President, Board of Trustees 

Board Meetings take place each 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm in Conference 

Room 101/103, next on Tuesday October 18, 2012.  Members are welcome 

to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the Board of 

Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns.  Thank you. 
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From the board president 
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Listen! The wind is rising, and the air is wild with leaves. 

  We have had our summer evenings, now for October eves!

~Humbert Wolfe 
 

I love living in the Midwest, a place where each season is marked with 

distinct characteristics.  Fall is my favorite.  As the temperatures cool 

and the leaves begin to change, there’s a burst of energy- an expectant 

and optimistic excitement in the air. 

 

That’s certainly true here at church!  This past weekend, our 

congregation hosted the UUA MidAmerica Region’s youth leadership 

development conference (YLDC).  Heartland District faith 

development director, Nancy Combs-Morgan said, “This is historic.”   

Forty people from five states gathered for an intense and content rich 

training covering subjects such as the consensus building process, how 

to lead a meeting, and anti-racism/anti-oppression. And I just have to 

say, the youth who participated in the conference are just cause for 

optimism and excitement. 

 

We were also honored to host Tibetan 

Buddhist monks from the Drepung Gomang 

monastery in India.  The monks worked 

with our children and youth, teaching them 

the art and tradition of butter sculpture.  The 

excitement and joy in the fellowship hall 

was palpable, as the monks patiently 

demonstrated and explained and the children 

created their own sculptures and then 

immediately called for someone to look at 

what they had made. 

 

A huge shout-out goes to Beth Misner, who 

coordinated meals for the YLDC, and her 

assistants, Jean Tyner and Audrey Smith.  

Beau Reeves, Robert Reynolds, Sarah 

Cannon, and Jenny Moss were our “twilight 

angels,” monitoring overnight to 

ensure the safety and security for all 

through the night.  Youth and 

parents, along with assistants that 

traveled with the monks were on 

hand to assist the children 

participating in the butter sculpture 

workshop. 

 

 

 

For more information on 

the new regional 

structure and upcoming 

district and regional 

events, including adult 

volunteer training and 

upcoming youth 

conferences, please 

check out the new 

MidAmerica website, 

www.midamericauua.org. 

 

There is much to be 

excited about as we look 

ahead as well: the all- 

church retreat, our first 

multi-generational service 

since the water 

ingathering, and of course, 

preparation for the holiday 

season.  The October 

theme for children’s 

religious exploration is 

“relationships and our first 

UU principle.” 

 

To conclude, I leave you with the paraphrased words of one of the 

YLDC youth participants, “I feel blessed to have grown up in this 

church, in this community where people care about how they treat one 

another and want to make the world a better place, where I’ve always 

felt valued and like what I have to say is important.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you in Church, 

Sheila 
(Note:  Photo Credits Sheila Garrett & Janice Schuster) 

 

RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

Beth Misner (lt.), and Jean Tyner 

UUA MidAmerica Region 

Youth Leadership Development Council 

http://www.midamericauua.org
https://picasaweb.google.com/110472464526489586630/DrepungGomangUUREWorkshop?locked=true&feat=email


 

 ctober 
CHURCH CALENDAR AND CONGREGANT NEWS 

 Under 

  Our 

   Roof 
 

We wish belated, hearty congratulations to Alice Pawley and Stephen 

Hoffmann on the birth of their son, Simon James Pawley Hoffmann, 

who arrived earlier this summer. We also congratulate Professor 

Alice Hoffmann for being one of 96 researchers in the United States 

to receive the Presidential Early Career Awards for Outstanding 

Early Career Scientists, This included a trip to Washington D.C. 

(with Stephen & 8 week old Simon) to meet President Obama.  

Congratulations to all the Pawley-Hoffmann family! 

 

 
A Memorial Celebration for Norman Pearlman (August 1922-

June 2012) will be held Sunday, October 14 from 12:30-4pm at 

the Unitarian Universalist Church, 333 Meridian Street, West 

Lafayette. Friends, family and colleagues of Norman Pearlman will 

gather at 12:30 p.m. Rev. Deanna Brown will open the celebration at 

12:45 p.m. in the church sanctuary. Several family members and 

friends will share their reflections, followed by brief, spontaneous 

thoughts and memories from his friends. Rev. Deanna Brown will 

close and we will move to the informal portion of the celebration.  At 

2pm live jazz music will begin and a light lunch will be provided. The 

lunch afterwards will give us all an opportunity to mix, to meet, to 

reacquaint, to remember and to share those moments which make up a 

life. We would like to celebrate Norman's life by surrounding him 

with his friends and family. He had many friends of all ages and 

different walks of life. They are testimony to his openness and 

curiosity, his different interests and passions and his generosity of 

spirit. Some of us will not have met, but we will all share a common 

thread. Please contact Karin Bergman at (765) 743-8812 or email her 

uuc@uulafayette.org to RSVP or to ask any questions. All are invited 

for the lunch following the celebration. Your RSVP is appreciated for 

the lunch to help with catering planning.  Thank you.  Caryll 

Pearlman Blount. 
If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or news of illness 

in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further information regarding an 

announcement posted in this column, Please contact Linda LeMar, 

Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group at 765-743-0665.Linda LeMar, Chairperson,, Pastoral 
Care Group Committee Chairperson 

OCTOBER 7 

 Fellowship Team Leader:  Rae Schnapp 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 

OCTOBER 14 

 Fellowship Team Leader:  Frank Arnold 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 

OCTOBER 21 

 Fellowship Team Leader:  Randy and Lorraine Myer  

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 

OCTOBER 28 

 Fellowship Team Leader:  Bob Rode  

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 

Note:  Please see page 9 for the Fellowship Team Roster 

 
 
 

 

Weekly 
Sunday, October 7, 14, 21, 28 

 9:00 am Forum, 101/103 

 10:30 am Worship & RE 

  Magazine Exchange, Potluck  October 7 (1st Sunday of month) 

  Talk and Tour, 2nd Sundays 

   (Membership Classes October 21, Nov. 11, Dec.9) 

Monday, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation (101/103) 

Tuesday, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

  4:30 pm CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) FH 

Wednesday, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

  12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

  5:30 pm Strategic Planning Committee (106) 

  7:00 pm Choir 

Thursday, October 4, 11, 18, 25 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:00 pm Zen, M 

  7:00 pm Lafayette Chamber Singers (S) 

 

Bi-Weekly 
Monday, October 1, 15, 1:30 pm Writers' Group, 106 

Thursday, October 4, 18 7:30 pm UU House Band 

 

By Date 
2 Tuesday, 5:30 Program Council, 101/103 

4 Thursday, 6:00 pm PFLAG, 102 (1st Thursdays) 

5, 19 Friday, 6:30 pm, PRYSM, 102 

9 Tuesday, 6:30 pm, RE Council (2nd Tuesday) 

  7:00 pm, ACLU-IN Board, 211 

11 Thursday, 7:00 pm. Healing Service with Joleen Schweir-Walker, S 

  5:30 pm Worship Committee, 106 

12 Friday, 1:00 pm Lafayette Area Peace Coalition, 101/103 

  6:00 pm, Sweetest Day Dinner Dance Fund Raiser 

13 Saturday, 8:00 am Puja (FH, 101/103) 

14 Sunday, 12:30-4:00pm Norman Pearlman Memorial (S, FH) 

  5:00-11:00 pm “Lafayette Independent” Fund Raiser (FH) 

16 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care, 106 

  6:30 pm Board Meeting, 3rd Tuesdays, 101/103 

18 Thursday Newsletter Deadline 

  6:00 pm Finance Committee 

  7:00 pm Integrative Therapies, 101/103 

19 Friday, 2:00 pm Ross Hills Retreat (Oct. 19, 20, 21) 

  Wedding Decorations, 4:30 pm Wedding Rehearsal 

20 Saturday, 1:00 pm, Wedding 

21 Sunday, 12:00 pm Membership Class: UU History, 106 

  4:00 pm UU Photogroup, 101/103 

23 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry, 106 

25 Thursday,7:00 pm, Publicity Committee, 106 

26 Friday, 5:00 pm Halloween Party sponsored 

  by “Families with Kids Membership  

  Group,” FH 

28 Sunday, 4:00 pm Social Justice Study Group 

 Discussion, “Just Like Us” by Helen 

 Thorpe (101/103), Martha Gipson, 

 coordinator 

31 Happy Halloween/Samhain 

 

OCTOBER SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

Calendar Highlights 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

 

DELLA WILLMANN 

 

Della first started coming to our church in 

1993 after learning about Unitarian 

Universalism from fellow member John 

Wilms.  She had been a member of 

Federated Church in West Lafayette, but 

switched to UUism after learning about 

our social justice stances on a range of 

issues, our “none denominational” nature 

as she puts it, and our position as a 

welcoming congregation. 

 

Della moved to West Lafayette from 

Bloomington in order to attend graduate 

school.  She married a professor in the 

physics department and had two children – 

Christy and Shelly, both of whom are 

social workers and busy, involved mothers 

in their own right. 

 

Della herself is a retired Licensed Clinical Social Worker.  She spent many years with 

the Area IV Agency on Aging, where she served as the Director of the Caregivers 

Resource Center. 

 

In her spare time, Della enjoys reading, gardening, photography, spending time with 

family and friends, and having lively discussions on interesting topics.  More recently, 

she’s also begun learning about genealogy. 

 

Over the years, Della has served on the board of trustees, the forum planning and 

stewardship committees, and as the chair of Greeting and Membership.  In the world 

beyond our church, she’s participated in two Global Volunteer Projects, one in 

Minnesota working with the Head Start program and another on the Blackfoot Indian 

Reservation in Montana.  Both were great experiences and she’s looking forward to 

doing another one soon.  Locally, she’s involved in Read to Succeed. 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

VISION 2012 
 

The Membership Committee’s 

vision for 2012 is to nurture and 

support members through all 

stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this vision 

we would like to encourage the 

entire church to participate in 

growing and sustaining our 

congregation. 

 

 
MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 
 

The Membership Committee is 

composing biographies of every 

church member, placed each 

month on the Membership 

bulletin board and then published 

in the newsletter.  As new 

biographies are added to the 

m e m b e r s h i p  b o a r d ,  o l d 

biographies will be “archived” in 

a scrapbook in the library. 

 

New members will be a priority 

for biographies so we can get to 

know our newest congregants 

quickly.  Concurrent  with 

publishing biographies of new 

me mber s ,  we’ l l  a l s o  be 

publishing biographies of “old” 

members. 

 

T h e  m e m b e r  b i o g r a p h y 

contributed for the month of 

October is that of Della 

Willmann. Many thanks to Joshua 

Prokopy for writing these 

biographies. 
 

  Linda Prokopy 
  Membership Chairperson 

 

9/30:   Mark VanMeeter 

 

10/7:   Rae Schnapp 

 

10/14:  Frank Arnold 

 

10/21:  Randy and Lorraine Myer 

 

10/28:  Bob Rode 

 

11/4:   Christine Schertz 

 

11/11: Mike and Sherry Tripodi 

 

 

11/18: Susanne McConville 

 

11/25: Suzan Windnagel 

 

12/2: Kathy Willowoode and Bill      

  Welge 

 

12/9: Laura Helms 

 

12/16: Dorothy Hughes 

 

12/23: Mark VanMeeter 

 

12/29: Tripodi 

 

Fellowship Team schedule, listed by team captains 



 

 

 
OCTOBER UU MEMBERSHIP CLASSES FOR 2012 

 

Membership classes resumed in September and be held on variable Sundays this fall on a rotating basis 

immediately after service. Sessions are presented by Rev. Charlie Davis and the Membership Committee in 

conference room 101/103.  Child care and lunch will be available at all classes. Please RSVP if possible 

to lprokopy@gmail.com so we know approximately how much food to prepare: 

 

UU HISTORY  October 21 This class will cover topics such as: How did this denomination get where it is today 

and how did Unitarian Christianity and Universalist Christianity evolve into the free religion we have today?  By 

reviewing some of the controversies of the past we see how they shape our present.  Intended for everyone new and 

old to UU congregations. 

 

DISCOVERING YOUR SPIRITUAL PATH  November 11.  What gifts have you kept from your religious heritage? 

What have you discarded? How do you wish to improve yourself and the world?  Come explore and share your 

stories with others. By speaking our truth and listening to others, we can deepen the meaning of 

community.  Intended for everyone. 

 

PARTICIPATING AT UUC, WEST LAFAYETTE  December 9. Learn more about the history of our UU church 

and what it means to be a member. This course is intended for visitors who are interested in learning more about 

membership. 

NEW UU CHURCH FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 2012-2013 
 

We have several new Annual Fellowship Groups starting this year.  Annual Fellowship Groups are a great way for 

church visitors, friends and members to get to know each other in informal settings.  If you are fairly new to the 

church or have decided to enhance your special interests, it’s not too late to join in the fun and get to know your 

fellow church members better. Please contact the person listed if you are interested in joining.  If you have an idea for 

a new group, and would like to coordinate it, so much the better!  Send your ideas for new groups to Linda Prokopy 

(lprokopy@gmail.com, 765-337-2262) or Sherry Tripodi (sherry625@yahoo.com).  Thank you. 

 

GROUP NAME      DATE/TIME/LOCATION        CONTACT 
 

Book Group    tba    Gale, galekchar@gmail.com,497-0076 
 

Digital Photography    3rd Sunday, 4 pm, tba  cbarnhart32@frontier.com, 474-5764 
 

Families with Kids   tba    Linda & Josh, lprokopy@gmail.com, 

         337-3382 
 

Feminist Book Group  1st Friday, 7 pm, tba  Linda, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-2262 
 

Fiber Arts        Amanda Estes, amandaestes@gmail.com 
 

Herbs    tba    Lisa, lisapantea@gmail.com, 746-1710 

         JJ, jj-home@fpnmail.com, 583-2457 
 

If You Can Walk, You Can Dance tba    Dorothy Hughes, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com,  

         237-7652 
 

Laugh Club    tba    Dorothy, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com, 237-7652 
 

Men's Night Out   tba    Mike Tripodi, mtripodi@girtz.com, 

         574-870-6379 
 

Movies tba    Joan, jmarshal900@yahoo.com, 838-8096 

     Chuck & Verna, vmritz@msn.com, 448-4459 
 

Poetry Group tba Jean Herr, jeanherr@centurytel.net  
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SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TEAMS ROSTER 

Suzan Windnagel 

Kris & Dan Taylor 

Bill & Sarah Cannon 

Marge Hood 

Deanna Brown & Brian Harley 

Kathleen Peyton 

Nancy Whiting 

Bill Kannel & Katie Pope 

Sayed Gaafar 

Virginia & Don Burks 

Toni Davisson 

Verna Emery 

Kat Braz 

 

Sherry and Mike Tripodi 
Virginia Smith and Edwin Layer 

George and Sara Reichler 

Michelle Miller 

Yiseul Suh 

Rachel Smith 

Laura Geiger and Mike Reed 

Mark Cushman and Kathy Coder 

Hunt Wiley and Jennifer Higginbottom 

Sue Robinson 

John and Mary Finley 

 

Frank Arnold 

Jim and Marilyn Anderson 

Marty Becker 

Erin Blakeslee and Kim Bowman 

Bruce Craig and Jennifer Cominetti 

Jason Dufair and Mary Kate McKenna 

Cindy Gerlach and Gary Mueller  

Terry Kercher 

Lilly and Michael Marsh 

Jameson O'Neil & Philip Brown  

Robin and Dianna Poindexter  

Sue Render 

 

Christine Schertz 

Andrew and Jesse Bowen 

Susannah Hall-Justice 

Chap Flack 

Wendy and Neil Schmitzer-Torbert 

Alice Pawley and Steve Hoffmann 

Gale Lockwood and Kirk Arndt 

Eric and Janice Thiel 

Ed and Kathy Bowen 

Mary and Robert Lempke 

Martha Lempke 

JoAnn Mullen 

June Cohen 

 

Laura Helms 

Nathan Reiss 

Cliff & Bev Cox 

Beth Misner & Barney Dunning 

Mary Ann Foley 

Eric & Meg Howlett 

Rick Irvine 

Rob & Amanda Lempke 

John Neal 

John Wilms 

Wallace & Jean Tyner 

Nancy Patchen 
 

Mark VanMeeter 

Cindy Krulitz  

Josh and Linda Prokopy 

Cheryl and Gary Fowler 

Margy Deverall and Jerry Hurley 

Phyllis Day 

Brent and Elizabeth Ladd 

Karl and Joan Lohmann 

Sara Tedrick Parikh and Anish Parikh 

Shannon Unger 

Richard and Angie Shamo 
 

Lorraine and Randy Myer 

Caroline and Roy Barnhart 

Don and Ruth Ann Ferris 

Linda Hicks 

Denise Laussade 

Jim and Rosemary Leary 

Doug and Sharon McKnight 

Ron Robertson 

Lola Straub 

Della Willmann 

Jason and Julie Rubsam 

Irene Stephens 
 

Amy French 

Herschel and Virginia Lewis 

 Alanna and Steve Nelson 

 Irene Shearer 

 Elizabeth Sternke 

Gale Charlotte and Karen Adams 

 Rae Brant and Dave Shelton 

 John Carlson and Ingrid Cleaver 

Gale Davis 

Steve and Jenny Moss 
 

Dorothy Hughes 

Todd Barton 

Carolyn Cook 

Larry and Margaret Dunkle 

Jill Edwards 

Adriela Fernandez 

Elaine Gareis 

Kim Harden 

Linda Harp  

Tom Hertel 

Bob Kozak  

Janice Kritchevsky 

Doug Paprocki 

Chuck Reynolds 

Verna Ritz 

Laura Furseth 

Don Gresham 

Jim Gitzen 

Jamie Metzinger 
 

Bob Rode 

Charles Babb 

Kitty Campbell  

Amanda Estes  

Ellen Gruenbaum  

Nina Kirkpatrick  

Joan Marshal  

Peggy Martin 

Cricket Steinweg 

Carey Woodings II  

Noemi Ybarra 

Beau Keen 

Gary Burniske 

Joleen Schwier-Walker 

 

Kathy Willowoode and Bill Welge  

Ashley Achgill-Cooper  

Nancy Bergquist  

Keith Brown 

Neelu Chawla 

Margaret Deedon 

Chris & Beth Garretson 

Steve Koehler, Elena Koehler 

Judith Klockzim 

Shivani Rao 

Chad & Ellen Phelps 

Lisa Pantea and Dan Lybrook 

Janice Schuster 

Fritz Smith 

Hallie Vavrus  

 

Suzanne McConville 

Trudi Wildfeuer 

Lynn Holland 

Jean Herr 

JoAnn Darling 

Denise Wilson 

Martha Gipson 

Susan Kersey 

Christine & Greg Reynolds 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Tom McConville 

 

Rae Schnapp 

Chris Walker  

Beth Hoffman 

Patty Wood 

Renu Bhatia 

Michelle Margaret Miller 

Lee Sullivan 

Gabriele Weaver and Sergey Savinov 

Janie Fischbach 

Sally Cooke 

Cliff Sadof and Linda LeMar 

Jackie Sloss 

Joe Hiscox 

Jennifer Schall 

Joan Zinn 

 

If we have spelled your name incorrectly, or 

you haven’t been assigned to a team, please 

let us know.   Contact Sherry Tripodi with any 

questions, sherryt25@yahoo.com, Thank you! 
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Cultivating Lives of Generosity 

 

Stewardship 2013 
 

 

 

 
  

The Top Five (5) Reasons to return my 2013 pledge card: 
 

5. Our Stewardship goal is to have 100% pledge cards returned. 

 

4. I want to be a “maker,” not a “taker.” 

 

3. It’s a generous way to show our UUC community matters. 

 

2. I want to help our church thrive and grow in the Greater Lafayette Area. 

 

1. By pledging, I can make a difference. 

 
Signs of our generosity continue to surface. Although our campaign nears its close, 

it’s not too late for you to take part in meeting our goals: 
 

1) 100% pledge cards returned—to date: 30% 

 

2) Generously increase last year’s pledge—to date: 8% 

 

Total monetary pledges to date: $129,579 

 
"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." ~ Helen Keller 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stewardship Committee:  Laura Geiger-Reed (Chair), 838-0339  laura.lbg@gmail.com 

Ed and Kathy Bowen, Don and Ruth Ann Ferris, Denise Wilson, 

Suzan Windnagel, Mark Van Meeter 
 

Pledge cards will remain available each Sunday 

throughout our “cultivation of generosity.” 
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The Social Justice Committee remains busy with a variety of activities.  Our next meeting is 

Thursday, November 8 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in Room 101/103 at the church. We would be 

delighted to have you join us.  If you have questions, concerns, or ideas, contact  Joan Marshall 

(jmarshal900@yahoo.com) or Tom McConville (tmcconville1200@comcast.net), Social Justice 

Committee Co-chairs. 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE:  JUSTICE, FAIRNESS & EQUALITY 

TIPPECANOE VILLA 

 

The theme for Change for Change in 2012 is "Justice, Fairness and Equality " -- all the loose coins in the 

Sunday offering will go to organizations striving to address social justice issues in these areas.  The C4C 

recipient for September/October is Tippecanoe Villa County Home.  Located on the rolling prairie just 

north of West Lafayette, Tippecanoe Villa is not just another Assisted Living Facility.  The Villa is set on 

a beautiful sprawling property flanked by an orchard on one side and a charming white barn on the 

other.  In the spring, witness a burst of flowers popping up after their winter slumber.  In the summer you 

can simply sit and relax under a majestic tree, the gazebo or an old fashioned rocker on the front 

porch.  In addition to the gorgeous outdoors the Villa is elegantly decorated inside, offers wonderful 

home cooked meals, a warm and caring staff, and an abundance of activities to keep residents busy year-

round.  All of these qualities combine to make the Villa not a facility but a home. Everything is designed 

to offer our residents a happy, meaningful, self-directed life by relating to the whole person, working to 

restore confidence, dignity and a sense of self-worth, through encouragement, kindness and open 

communication. The facility offers Private, Semi-private and studio rooms as well as a hair salon, lovely 

parlors, a TV room, library area, activity room, chapel, and a computer station.  Judi Best, Activity 

Director is guest speaker for the September 16th Forum.  Visit http://www.jbest@tippecanoe.in.gov. 
                   Ellen Phelps, Change for Change Coordinator for 2012 

 

LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 
 

The Lafayette Urban Ministry’s Shelter for the Homeless and accompanying Case Management Services 

help chronically homeless men and women move off the streets, into shelter, then on to a more permanent 

and stable residence. 

 Last year 474 individuals stayed at the LUM shelter. 

 The average homeless guest spent 20 nights at our shelter during the year.  

 Two-hundred and three homeless individuals worked one-on-one with LUM case managers to leave 

our shelter for a home of their own. 

 It cost $86,874 to operate the LUM Shelter in 2011 (which averaged out to $9.16 per guest, per 

night.)  Included in this total are case management services, food, staffing, utilities, fire protection 

and shelter maintenance. 

 The Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority (IHCDA) has awarded LUM an 

Emergency Shelter Grant in the amount of $50,000.  The funds are earmarked for shelter operations 

and salary for our Case Manager Cecelia Neihouser. 

 The City of Lafayette and the City of West Lafayette Community Development Block Grant 

Programs also help fund the LUM shelter, $14,507 and $5,560 respectively. LUM’s donors are an 

important part of the shelter funding pie, too; contributing $16,807 in 2011. 

 Nightly operations at the shelter are run by volunteers.  It takes four trained volunteers to run the 

shelter – a total of 1,460 volunteers each year. 

 A simple meal of soup, stew or chili is provided to the homeless at our shelter each night, donated by 

various churches, organizations and clubs in our community. 

 St. Elizabeth Health Care provides LUM with clean sheets and blankets for our guests each night—

for free! 

 Guests of LUM’s shelter who have just started a job or who are receiving disability assistance are 

required to pay LUM $3 cash each night they stay at our shelter.  The money is matched by LUM 

then held in escrow to help pay the guest’s damage deposit and first month’s rent for a new 

apartment. 

 Guests at the LUM shelter are required to do simple chores like washing dishes and sweeping floors 

to help keep the facility clean. 

 LUM’s New Opportunity Fund is a $50,000 merit-based fund raised through LUM’s Campaign for 

the Future that helps LUM shelter guests leave our facility for a home of their own. 
 

can Individuals & groups interested in volunteering at the LUM shelter,(525 N. 4th Street, Lafayette) as 

well as those who would like to provide a meal for the homeless, can contact LUM Shelter Director Joyce 

Fasani at (765) 423-2691 or jfasani@lafayetteurbanministry.org .      Rick Irvine, UU LUM Representative 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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STANDING 

ON THE 

SIDE OF 

LOVE 

SWEETEST DAY 

DINNER DANCE 

 

We will be hosting a dinner 

dance on Sweetest Day, 

Friday, October 12 to 

celebrate love (see poster on 

page 11). Anyone interested 

in helping out, please 

contact either Amy French, 

amy.french@comcast.net or 

Denise Laussade, 

dlaussade@comcast.net to 

volunteer. Tickets are on 

sale at the office! 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY 

PROMISE 

 

Many thanks to the UU 

volunteers who helped with 

Family Promise the week of 

September 9-16, especially 

to all our first time 

volunteers: Laura Helms, 

Ellen Phelps, JJ Rode, Tom 

McConville, Suzan 

Windnagel, Jean Tyner, 

Reverend Charlie Davis, 

Jennifer Schall, Ruth Ann 

Ferris, Kat Braz, and Don 

Gresham.  Our next week to 

support Our Saviour 

Lutheran Church as we host 

homeless families in crisis 

will be in December. 
 

Joshua Prokopy, 
Family Promise UU Representative 

mailto:jmarshal900@yahoo.com
mailto:tmcconville1200@comcast.net
http://www.jbest@tippecanoe.in.gov
http://www.lafayetteurbanministry.org/shelter.html
http://www.in.gov/ihcda/
http://www.lafayette.in.gov/
http://www.westlafayette.in.gov/
http://www.franciscanalliance.org/hospitals/pages/stelizabethhealth.aspx
tel:%28765%29%20423-2691
mailto:jfasani@lafayetteurbanministry.org
mailto:amy.french@comcast.net
mailto:dlassaude@comcast.net
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UU RETREAT: MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 

Calling all UU's and friends—please come out for some or all of the 

UUC Retreat at Ross Camp, October 19-21. We have much to offer for 

everyone who wants enrichment, fun, new friendships, great food, 

dance, bonfires and night sky. This is the best intergenerational activity 

the UUC has each year, so please join in the experience.  The schedule 

for the weekend and workshops are available as attachments to 

Wednesday’s Meridian Update, and in hard copy at church.  Offerings 

include Intro to Drawing, line dancing, General Assembly discussion 

by Rev. Charlie, wildflower walks, early morning bird-watching, 

kickball for youth, Feminist Book Group discussion and many other 

wonderful activities. Martha Gipson will also hold a Native American 

Worship service on Sunday morning before the Brunch. Please keep in 

mind that we rent the 'A' Frame for the weekend which costs $600, so 

there is a minimum fee we must pay, regardless of attendance. If you 

need scholarship money for all or some of the registration fee, please 

contact Rev. Charlie, so we can accommodate your needs.  If anyone 

has extra firewood, please bring it out for the Friday night bonfire. A 

letter with directions to Ross camp and what to bring will be sent the 

week before the retreat.  We will be asking for help to take supplies out 

either Thursday pm, 10/18 or Friday, 10/19 and will also need help 

returning supplies to the UUC on Sunday after the retreat is over. 

Please consider helping, it's fun and light duty!  Questions: contact 

Lisa Pantea @ 765-746-1710 or lisapantea@gmail.com. 

Lisa Pantea, Retreat Coordinator. 

 

 

UU BOOK STUDY DISCUSSION GROUP: 

“JUST lIkE US,” by HElEN THoRpE 

 

Through the Social Justice Committee and the UUA Study Action 

Issue on Immigration, Martha Gipson and Carl Seese will host a 

study group discussion of the book “Just Like Us” by Helen Thorpe. 

The book centers on four Mexican-American girls as they graduate 

from high school with honors and how they have varying 

opportunities for higher education depending on their immigration 

status. This book highlights the struggles of immigrants as well as 

the laws governing their rights in Denver, Colorado. We will meet to 

discuss the book and you will be updated with some thoughts to 

ponder to prepare for our discussion to be held at the UUC on 

Sunday, Oct. 28 at 4 p.m. To purchase this book, you can order 

online and get it used for $2.84 plus shipping (Amazon) or e-mail 

marthajanegipons@yahoo.com to arrange for purchasing the book 

and she will buy you a new copy ordered from Von's for $10.88. The 

kindle version is available for $13.99. Please join us and let us know 

if you need help getting a book. Martha has one to loan if you need 

one: marthajanegipson@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Meeting Room Scheduling 

 
To schedule any meeting or event at UUC (including Fellowship 

Hall, Sanctuary & Classrooms) please contact Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman at uuc@uulafayette.org or call 765-743-8812.  She 

will review the calendar for availability plus provide information on 

any additional approval requirements that may be necessary. 

 

 

 

THE UU FEMINIST BOOK GROUP 

 

We invite everyone to join us at the all-church retreat to discuss 

"In The Time of Butterflies" by Julia Alverez.  The Feminist 

Book Group has been meeting for a couple of years - we read 

books written by women with strong female characters.  We 

welcome both men and women to join us.  We meet monthly 

usually on Friday nights at members homes.  We decided to meet 

at the retreat for our October meeting so that a wider group can 

join in.  The Publishers Weekly review of "In The Time of 

Butterflies" states: "Alvarez captures the terrorized atmosphere of 

a police state, in which people live under the sword of terrible 

fear and atrocities cannot be acknowledged. As the sisters' 

energetic fervor turns to anguish, Alvarez conveys their courage 

and their desperation, and the full import of their tragedy."  We 

hope you will join us to discuss this moving and important book! 

 
THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 

 
Payless/Kroger cards with a pre-paid $25 purchase value are 

available for $25 at the church office (payment by check 

preferred).  You may add to that value/amount at the Courtesy 

Desk; 3% of all purchases made with your card will go to the 

Unitarian Universalist Church.  How it works… 
 

 Get a Kroger/Payless Gift Card at UUC for $25 (with $25 value 

already on it) 

 Stop at the Customer Service desk at any Payless to “re-charge” 

the card: 

~You can recharge your card for ANY amount up to $500. 

~Pay for the recharged card with cash, check or major credit card 

 Use the card for all your purchases 

 When the balance is low or zero, just stop by the service desk 

again 
 

Each time UUC reaches $5,000 in recharges, Kroger/Payless will 

send a check to us for 3% of all recharges ($150).  In 2012 we 

expect to receive about $1300 in “free” money from this 

program.  If we all use the cards regularly we’ll blow the doors 

off that in 2013! 

 

PROGRAM COUNCIL 

 

Program Council meets each first Tuesday of the month at 5:30 

p.m., next on , November 6 in 101/103. Committee chairs regularly 

attend to support all activities and assure better communication. 

Individuals planning church-sponsored events need to attend to 

present a plan to the council for open discussion.  Send agenda 

items at least one week in advance to Program Council facilitator, 

Suzan Windnagel, at suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com or 765-714-

6173. 
 

ROOM OR BUILDING RENTAL 

 

All or parts of our building can be rented by members (for private 

events), non-members and organizations.  Examples include non-

member weddings, community activities, fundraisers, etc.  We have 

a building use policy and fee schedule that is available from Karin 

Bergman at uuc@uulafayette.org or call 765-743-8812.  The 

approval process is coordinated by Mark VanMeeter, President-

Elect, Board of Trustees. 

mailto:lisapantea@gmail.com
mailto:marthajanegipons@yahoo.com
mailto:marthajanegipson@yahoo.com
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
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Our Covenant 

 

Love is the spirit 

of this church 
and service 

is its law. 
This is our covenant: 

to dwell together 

in peace, 
to seek the truth  

in love, 
and to help 

one another. 
 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth 
through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and 
work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 

UU AUTUMN COFFEEHOUSE CONCERT 

GYPSY JAZZ FEATURING BLEU DJANGO! 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9 AT 7:30 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

333 MERIDIAN STREET 
 

Mark your calendar for a night of great entertainment, refreshments, and fel-
lowship.  On Friday, November 9 at 7:30 we will feature the talented gypsy 
jazz/swing quartet BLEU DJANGO in Fellowship Hall.  The band’s instrumen-
tation is comprised of violin, guitars, and bass.  UU member Hunt Wiley is the 
violinist with this group and describes the music as “exhilaratingly up-tempo, 
passionate, and steeped in the jazz traditions that were created in Paris, 
France by the Quintette du Hot Club de France during the 1930’s. 

 

 

The concert is sponsored by the Special Events Committee. 
A free-will donation will be collected.  For more information, 

contact Denise Wilson at dm2wilson@gmail.com. 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
333 Meridian Street 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 
765.743.8812, uuc@uulafayette.org 
Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 207 

Lafayette, IN NURTURE YOUR SPIRIT.HELP HEAL OUR WORLD. 

Thrice the brinded cat hath mew’d. 

Thrice and once, the hedge-pig whin’d. 

Harpier cries:—’tis time! ’tis time! 

Round about the caldron go; 

In the poison’d entrails throw.— 

Toad, that under cold stone, 

Days and nights has thirty-one; 

Swelter’d venom sleeping got, 

Boil thou first i’ the charmed pot! 

Double, double toil and trouble; 

Fire burn, and caldron bubble. 

Act IV, Scene 1 from Macbeth (1606) 
by William Shakespeare 
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