
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Exploration Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA    AUGUST 2012 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Tom McConville, and Bill Welge. 
 

August 5 Keith Brown,  Associate Professor of Economics Emeritus, Purdue University.  Energy Resources and 

 the Market System. 

August 12 Joe Micon, Development Director, Lafayette Urban Ministry.  Lafayette Urban Ministry. 

August 19 Joe Ruhl, Biology Teacher & Department Head, Lafayette Jefferson High School.  Student 

 Centered Science Education. 

August 26 Dave Wilms, Teacher & Sustainability Coordinator, Adlai Stevenson High School, Lincolnshire IL.  The 

 New Generation of Science Teachers. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 
AUGUST 5 

“HELL, NO!” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Special Music: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Sound:  Dan Noland 
 

Our Universalist heritage carries a 

message for today.  Would a 

loving God create hell?  What if 

we sought to include people rather 

than exclude the people we believe 

are sinners? What if people were 

free from the fear of hell?  What if 

UUs proclaimed to the world, "Be 

not afraid!"? 

 

AUGUST 12 

“WHO WANTS TO 

GET MARRIED?” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Jerry Hunley 
 

A constitutional  amendment to 

ban gay marriage has been 

proposed in Indiana.  What are the 

spiritual and legal ramifications of 

marriage?  How can UUs work for 

justice on this issue?  Special 

music by the UU Mens’ Ensemble. 

 

 

 

 
AUGUST 19 

“WHAT DO YOU KNOW?” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Kris Taylor 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Lybrook 
 

How do we understand the 

world?  Can we trust our senses? 

Can we trust math?  What 

authorities do we believe?  How 

much do we need to know? Is 

ignorance bliss? 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 26 

“PRACTICING 

UNNATURAL GESTURES” 

Worship Leader: 

Deanna Brown 

Worship Associate:   Kat Braz 

Choir Director & Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Mike Marsh 
 

Rev. Deanna Brown will explore 

the following questions:  How do 

we react when presented with 

change that is unpredictable and  

unwanted?  In our own lives?  In 

our world?  As we create meaning 

and live with purpose, what 

practices come naturally and what 

come unnaturally? 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS: 

“Wherever We Go, There We Are” 

Wherever we go, there we are. 

Some of us take summer vacations. 

We vacate our jobs. 

We vacate our homes. 

We vacate our minds of troubling thoughts. 

We vacate our bodies of stress. 

But we can never really take a vacation from ourselves. 

Every where we have been becomes a part of us. 

Everywhere we go will change us. 

But we will always have to live with ourselves. 
 

What makes you, you? 

Is it what you think or what you do? 

What makes me, me? 

Is it what I am or who I hope to be? 

This problem is repeated by 

People and people and more people. 

All of them on a journey to themselves. 
 

What do we carry with us? 

What do we leave behind? 

How do we make ourselves at home wherever we are? 

How do we make ourselves at home within our selves? 
 

The task of living is more than our job. 

The task of living continues even when we are on vacation. 

Every thing, place and person we encounter  

Is part of who we are. 

Absorb the people around you. 

We are all part of each other. 

Particular particles of a universal self, 

Sharing the same search for understanding 

Who we are and where we fit in. 
 

I am unique, 

Just like everybody else. 

You are unique, 

Just like everybody else. 

They are each unique. 

Just like everybody else. 

May this paradox prepare us to care 

For our selves and all the other selves 

That suffer and celebrate. 

May compassion and gratitude 

Travel with us wherever we go. With Gratitude & Hope, 
    Rev. Charlie 



 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Mark VanMeeter 

mvanmeeter@comcast.net 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Kirstensknits@aol.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

djhugheslmhc@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

ed_bowen@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Sherry Tripodi 

sherryt25@yahoo.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Exploration 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Newsletter articles are now due on the 

3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 
 

August  Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, July19, 5:00 pm 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 
“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator mailbox, Room 106. 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

765.743.8812; uuc@uulafayette.org 

 
The Board of Trustees will meet the first weekend in August at a retreat, 

where we will focus on strategic planning for the upcoming year, as well 

as clarifying and educating ourselves on various issues of church 

governance. 

 
The board meets in retreats each year, usually over the summer, as the 

board terms begin, to help update new board members on procedures, as 

well as to bring us closer together, to help learn to work with one 

another, sharing a common goal. 

 
In doing so, we are keeping the business of church operations in mind at 

all times. 

 
Our board’s work is transparent — with the exception of personnel 

matters, all business with which the board deals is public, and meetings 

are always open. Members of the congregation are welcome and invited 

to attend any of our monthly meetings, scheduled for 6.30 pm the third 

Thursday of each month. 

 
We have an agenda we follow as closely as possible, with time limits 

assigned to each item. In our ongoing efforts to be as green as possible, 

we have eliminated extraneous paper from our meetings, and all 

necessary documents are projected electronically, eliminating the need 

for wasteful extra photocopies of such short-term documents as minutes, 

agendas, and reports (though paper copies are filed in the archives). 

 
Watch for an upcoming policy on planning all-church events, a policy 

that will involve updating Program Council and asking for its approval 

before events are placed on the calendar. In this way, Program Council 

will serve better as the central organizing body in the church that will 

always know who, what, where, and when events are planned, thus — 

ideally — eliminating, or minimizing, confusion. It will be clear to 

whom questions should be directed and who will have the definitive 

answer to questions of just what is going on. 

 
Just one more step in making our church operations run seamlessly. 

 
      Cindy Gerlach 
      President, UU Board of Trustees 

Board Meetings take place each 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm 
in Conference Room 101/103, next on Tuesday August 21, 2012. 

Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members 
of the Board of Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns. 

Thank you. 
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From the board president 
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Many people associate summer as a time of kicking back and relaxing.  Phrases like 

"summer- and the living is easy" and "the lazy days of summer..." permeate our 

language and imagery.  For others, summer means adventure and travel.  

 

 

While I wouldn't say that I've had a whole lot of kicking back time this summer, I 

have managed to connect with a couple of long lost pals and take in a ball game and a 

music festival.  I've also done a fair amount of church-related travel.  The most recent 

trip was to Beloit Wisconsin for Midwest Youth Leadership School, where I was on 

staff.  Midwest Leadership School is held each summer at Beloit College and there is 

an adult school running concurrently with the youth school with some overlap 

between the two.  The goal of the school is to develop lay leaders in our Unitarian 

Universalist congregations.  It is an intense week with a densely packed schedule of 

instruction, self reflection, fellowship, and worship.  The youth school also includes a 

day of service.  This year Caritas, a local Beloit food pantry that also has clothing 

available for their "neighbors" who need a hand was transformed by the 44 youth and 

adult leaders who filled food orders, cleaned, painted, sorted through and packaged 

food and clothing donations, and worked in the garden.  (Check out the video from 

our day: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uG6il-Fo3ws&feature=share) 

 

 

We have an upcoming summertime adventure planned to occur in our own church 

yard.  Twenty-one children are registered  for Hogwarts Camp, a Unitarian 

Universalist/Harry Potter themed camp, to be held here at church in the early 

evening and staffed by youth and adults from our congregation August 6-8.  Our staff 

includes Professor of the Magical Forces, Marty Becker, Professor of Defense Against 

the Dark Arts, Kat Braz, Professor of Divination, Lee Sullivan,  Professor of 

Transfiguration, Amy French, and Professor of Magical Creatures, Beth Misner 

among others.  We are also slated to have some special visitors pop in.  For those 

registered for Hogwarts Camp, updates as they occur are being posted on our new 

children and youth religious exploration blog http://regluu.wordpress.com/.  Click the 

link and go to our page to subscribe.  You will get an email notification of updates for 

Hogwarts Camp and all things R.E. as they occur!! 

 

 

However you've spent your summer, it's also that time to consider the start of the new 

school year and regular Sunday Children and Youth Religious Exploration 

programming.  In the coming weeks, families who have registered their children for 

R.E. classes can expect a letter outlining upcoming changes to how we do our Sunday 

morning classes.  If you have children and haven't registered them yet, the forms can 

be found on a table near the church library and fellowship hall.   I will also be 

contacting those of you who have expressed an interest in taking an active role in 

helping out with our child and youth religious exploration program.  If you have been 

a teacher in the past OR think you might be interested in helping out this upcoming 

year with teaching/chaperoning OR if you have a special talent or interest that you 

would be willing to share on a single Sunday, please let me know 

(dresheila@gmail.com) as soon as possible.  Because of the new model we are 

introducing this year, we hope to get more members of our congregation involved in 

helping out with R.E. classes.   If all goes as I envision, we will have more 

multigenerational interaction and the time commitment for adult volunteers will be 

less. (Like the old saying goes: more hands, less work!)  

 

 

I hope you all find ways to keep cool and enjoy the last days of summer.  I also hope 

to hear from many of you very soon- enthusiastic to play and learn together with our 

children and youth in the upcoming year. 
 

     See you in church, 
 

     Sheila Garrett, 

     Director of Religious Exploration 

 

RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 
So I just got to spend a week at 

Youth Midwest Leadership School, 

also known as, the best week of my 

life.  There I got to live with a group 

of youth who thought like me and 

had many of the same values. 

 
But that wasn’t what mattered.  The 

group had no prejudice, no hate, no 

judgment.  We just accepted the 

people there without question.  I 

mean, of course I learned things I 

would love to bring into our 

congregation, but the meaning from 

this comes from the people and 

bonds I made there. 

 
I met people I will never forget and 

cannot repay those who gave money 

so that I could go.  I cannot begin to 

thank Sheila for the opportunity to 

do this. 

 
 Jack Reynolds 
 Youth Religious Exploration Program 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uG6il-Fo3ws&feature=share
http://regluu.wordpress.com/
mailto:dresheila@gmail.com


 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR AND CONGREGANT NEWS 

 Under 

  Our 

   Roof 
Our heartfelt sympathies go to member Nancy Burton, whose 

daughter-in-law passed away recently.  We also wish Nancy 

courage and strength as she awaits an upcoming surgery. 
 

We send healing thoughts and wishes for a speedy recovery to the 

brother of Lisa Pantea, Tom Pantea, who suffered a major heart 

attack August 1 in Milwaukee. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go to the family of Norman Pearlman, 

who passed away at the home of his daughter, Caryll Pearlman 

Blount, in New Mexico on June 28.  The family will hold a 

memorial service in his honor followed by a reception here at the 

Unitarian Universalist Church Sunday, October 14 at 2:00 pm. 

 

Congratulations to Claire LeMar-Sadof, Linda LeMar,  and Cliff 

Sadof on new family member Zoey LeMar-Sadof, part Beagle, part 

Lab.  Welcome, and woof, Zoey! 

 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or news 

of illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further 

information regarding an announcement posted in this column, 

Please contact Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group at 

765-743-0665. 

 

AUGUST 5 

 Greeters: Denise Laussade, Lee Sullivan & Nancy White 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Denise Laussade 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Robin Poindexter 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 

 

AUGUST 12 

 Greeters:  Don & Ruth Ann Ferris, Peggy Martin 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Linda Prokopy 

 Talk & Tour:  Dorothy Hughes 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Robin Poindexter 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 

 

AUGUST 19 
 Greeters:  Ed & Kathy Bowen, Kirsten Reynolds 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Suzan Windnagel 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 

  

AUGUST 26 
 Greeters:  Amanda Estes, Doug Paprocki, Nancy Patchen 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Doug Paprocki 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 

Weekly 
Sunday, August 5, 12, 19, 26 

   9:00 am Forum, 101/103 
   10:30 am Worship (RE finished for Summer; 

   childcare available by volunteer sign-up) 

   Magazine Exchange, Potluck 1st Sundays 

   Talk and Tour, Membership Classes 2nd Sundays 

    (Membership Classes Resume September 9) 

Monday, August 6, 13, 20, 27 

   7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation, M 

Tuesday, August 7, 14, 21, 28 

   4:30 pm CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) FH 

Wednesday, August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

   12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 
   7:00 pm Choir (does not meet in summer) 

Thursday, August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

   5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

   6:00 pm Zen, M 

   7:00 pm Lafayette Chamber Singers (S) 

Bi-Weekly 
Monday, August 6, 20, 1:30 pm Writers' Group, 106 

Thursday, August 2, 16, 7:30 pm UU House Band 

Friday, August 3, 17 PRYSM 

By Date 
2 Thursday, 6:00 pm PFLAG, 102 (1st Thursday) 

4 Saturday UU All-Church River Project Clean-Up 
  4:00 pm Board Retreat in Attica 

6 Monday, 4:30 Harry Potter Hogwarts RE Camp 

7 Tuesday, 4:30 Harry Potter Hogwarts RE Camp 

  5:30 Program Council (101/103) 

8 Wednesday, 4:30 Harry Potter Hogwarts RE Camp 

9 Thursday, Rummage Sale Drop-Off (212, FH) 

  10:00 am Herb Group (tba) 

  5:30 pm Worship Committee, 106 

10 Friday, Rummage Sale Set-Up (FH) 

11 Saturday, 8:00 am-1 pm Rummage Sale 

14 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care (106) 
  6:30 pm RE Council (2nd Tuesday) 

  7:00 pm ACLU-IN Board, 211 

15 Wednesday, 5:30 pm, Personnel Committee 

16 Thursday, Newsletter Deadline 

18 Saturday, 9:00 am, Memorial Service of Hans Heimlich  

19 Sunday, 4:00 pm UU Photogroup, 101/103 

  7:30 pm Lafayette Area Peace Coalition, 101/103 

21 Tuesday 6:30 pm Board Meeting (3rd  

  Tuesdays, 101/103) 

23 Thursday, 7:00 pm Publicity Committee, 106 

25 Saturday Private Rental (101/103 all day) 
26 Sunday 9am-1pm UU Opportunity Fair, FH 

28 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry, 106 

 

AUGUST SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 
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Happy  Lammas! 

ugust 



 

 
 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

BETH AND CHRIS GARRETSON 
 

Beth was raised Episcopal and Chris was 

raised Methodist.  But before moving to 

Lafayette in 2008 they hadn’t been active 

in any church for quite some time.  Then 

they took the Belief-O-Matic quiz on 

beliefnet.com and realized they were UUs 

at heart.  They decided to check out our 

church and found it to be so welcoming 

that they soon became members. 
 

Beth and Chris have one daughter, 

Vivienne. She is 16 months old. At the 

moment, her favorite activity is telling 

her parents what they are doing wrong. 

They also currently have three older 

children living with them through the 

foster care system: Gage, 8, Drayven, 5, 

and Blayze, 4. 
 

Beth is a social worker with the 

Department of Child Services and Chris 

is a network coordinator in the 

networking computer lab at Ivy Tech 

(seeking a full time position, if anyone’s 

looking J).   But Beth says her favorite 

job ever was actually working at the 

Home Depot selling windows and doors, 

and Chris spent ten years working as a 

truck driver after serving in the Air Force.  They apparently began dating because of a shared 

interest in fishing, but have only gone once in 12 years. 
 

They live in Battle Ground with their children, two elderly cats – Aries and Jackelope – and two 

new puppies – Darla and Chloe. They enjoy spending time with their kids, hiking, and reading.  

Beth likes to garden (herbs and veggies, mostly) and Chris enjoys playing video games. 
 

Beth is a former board secretary and chair of the Adult Religious Education committee and has also 

helped with plant sale. They’ve both worked in the coffee ministry and as greeters. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

VISION 2012 

 
The Membership Committee’s 

vision for 2012 is to nurture and 

support members through all 

stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this vision 

we would like to encourage the 

entire church to participate in 

growing and sustaining our 

congregation. 
 

 

 

MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 
The Membership Committee is 

composing biographies of 

every church member, placed 

e a c h  m o n t h  o n  t h e 

Membership bulletin board and 

then  publ i shed  in the 

n e w s l e t t e r .   A s  n e w 

biographies are added to the 

membership board,  old 

biographies will be “archived” 

in a scrapbook in the library. 

 

New members will be a 

priority for biographies so we 

can get to know our newest 

c o n g r e g a n t s  q u i c k l y . 

Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, 

we’ll also be publishing 

biographies of “old” members. 

 

We feature the biographies of 

members Beth & Chris 

Garretson in this issue of the 

newsletter.  Many thanks to 

Josh Prokopy for writing these 

biographies. 

 

    Linda Prokopy 
     Membership Chairperson 

EDDIE PAGE, UU CROSS-COUNTRY BICYCLING ENTHUSIAST 
 

What’s more fun than biking cross-country in record 

heat and drought conditions?  Meeting new friends 

along the way! Eddie Page, a seventy-year young 

retiree from Kingston, MA, and fellow UU, passed 

through our area Friday, July 13, on this leg of his 

journey.  His wife, Kris, contacted UU Lafayette’s 

Office Administrator, Karin Bergman, who swiftly and 

graciously coordinated an effort to secure one night’s 

lodging.  As his timing put his day-end in Attica, 

Kathy and I won the pleasure of his visit. Eddie and 

his wife, Page, joined the UU faith eight years ago 

when their son (now eighteen) was young and are 

active members of a historic congregation that dates 

back to the Pilgrims at Plymouth.  After a health event 

several years ago, Eddie began the first of many legs 

of his dream trek. This most recent began in Cleveland 

with hopes of a Kansas City destination, but seventy 

year old knees scheduled for fall surgery ended the run 

in Champaign, Illinois.  We had an enjoyable visit 

with our new friend and hope to reunite some day, 

maybe in his neck of the woods!   Ed Bowen 
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What is Opportunity Fair? 
It's a quick and fun way to learn about the many 

opportunities to get involved & connected at 

UUC.  Various groups and UUC committees will 

have information booths set up. 

 

Who Should Come? 
Members, Friends, Visitors, Neighbors 

 

Why? 
The free food, of course! 

Real reason...together we make a difference in 

our community and world while nurturing our 

spirits at UUC.  Learn about the vibrant commu-

nities within such as youth religious exploration, 

special interest groups, stewardship, social jus-

tice, pastoral care, social media/public relations, 

green sanctuary...and more.  Come get connected! 

Enjoy Free Food! 
 

Explore opportunities to  

make new friends, make a 

place for yourself, and  

make a difference! 

There are many programs and activities that could not happen without dedicated 

volunteers, and new members are always valued for the fresh ideas, vitality, and 

energy they bring to the group.  You don't have to be a member to join 

a committee or interest group.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

If you can’t make it to the fair, you may obtain contact information for any group or  

committee from the UUC Office Administrator, Karin Bergman, 

at uuc@uulafayette.org or 743-8812. 

UU Opportunity Fair 
 

AUGUST 26 
 

Before and After Worship Service in Fellowship Hall 
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UU CHURCH FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 2012 
 

Our annual fellowship groups continue in 2012 with great momentum!  If you are fairly new to the church or have decided to enhance 

your special interests, it’s not too late to join in the fun and get to know your fellow church members better. Please contact one of the 

individuals listed below if you would like to join a particular group.  If you have an idea for a new group, and would like to coordinate it, 

so much the better!  Thank you. 
 

GROUP NAME         MEETING DAY/TIME/LOCATION   CONTACT 
 

Herbs    2nd Saturday, 10 am, tba   Lisa, lisapantea@gmail.com, 746-1710 

          JJ, jj-home@fpnmail.com, 583-2457 

Movies         Joan, jmarshal900@yahoo.com, 838-8096 

          Chuck & Verna, vmritz@msn.com, 448-4459 

Book Group         Gale, galekchar@gmail.com,497-0076 

Feminist Book Group  1st Friday, 7 pm, tba   Linda, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-2262 

Digital Photography    3rd Sunday, 4 pm, homes   Suzan, suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com, 714-6173 

Miracle Makers with a Mission Monthly, tba    Kim, kharden@ivytech.edu, 474-7648 

Laugh Club         Dorothy, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com, 237-7652 

A/V Group    1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4 pm, UU  Keith, kcbrown@dcwi.com, 423-1726 

Families with Kids        Linda & Josh, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-3382 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS: 

WABASH RIVER ALL-CHURCH PROJECT & OTHER FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

WABASH RIVER ALL-CHURCH PROJECT 
 

The Wabash River all-church project continues, building connections between 

Social Justice, Worship and Youth Religious Exploration.  Involving people of 

all ages, it helps us, as a congregation, connect to our faith, each other, and the 

wider community, affirming and promoting the interdependent web of which 

we are a part.  Rae Schnapp, Ph.D., Wabash Riverkeeper, is the project 

coordinator.  We’ve completed the “Wabash Sampling Blitz,” as well as “De-

Trash the Wabash,” the “All-Church Canoe/Kayak Trip” and “Riverfest.” 

 

Next event this weekend, August 4 (rain date August 11); meet at church, 7:30 

am, for a UU Church-specific river clean-up. We will be out on the river when 

the water is low and more trash is exposed.  We invite others to create events 

that fit into this theme and help us focus our faith 

ANNOUNCING 

THE FORMATION OF 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP 

TEAMS!!! 
 

The Membership Committee is 

excited to announce the formation 

of Sunday Fellowship Teams as a 

means to improve our collective 

sense of belonging and ownership 

over our fantastic church. We will 

be transitioning to Sunday 

Fellowship Teams this fall. 

 

Sunday Fellowship Teams will take 

care of the non-worship 

components of Sunday morning – 

unlocking the doors, greeting, 

making coffee, providing munchies, 

cleaning up, staffing the 

newcomers’ table, etc. Each Team 

will have a fully trained leader and 

will consist of several members so 

we can work together and get to 

know each other better. 

 

We hope that everyone will want to 

be on a team and all members and 

long-time friends will be contacted 

late summer/early fall with an 

invitation to be on a team. If you 

would like to be a team leader or if 

you have questions / comments 

about this plan, please contact 

Linda Prokopy, 765-337-2262, 

lprokopy@gmail.com. 

Wabash River near Purdue Campus 

mailto:lisapantea@gmail.com
mailto:jj-home@fpnmail.com
mailto:jmarshall@purdue.edu
mailto:vmritz@msn.com
mailto:galekchar@gmail.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
mailto:kharden@ivytech.edu
mailto:petitedancer47906@yahoo.com
mailto:kcbrown@dcwi.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com


 

 

OUTfest 
 

Mark your 

calendars for 

Saturday, August 

18, 4:00 pm to midnight 

when Greater Lafayette will once 

again join with our GLBT 

community in our annual pride 

celebration, OUTfest. This event is 

held in downtown Lafayette and 

will feature live bands, food, 

information, dancing, entertainment, 

and a family area. It is always a fun 

filled afternoon and evening--over 

7500 people attended last year   Our 

Social Justice Committee will host a 

booth as we have in past year; and 

we will need volunteers for three 

shifts beginning late afternoon and 

ending in the evening.  To volunteer 

for a shift, contact Joan Marshall, 

(jmarshal900@yahoo.com). If you 

aren't able to help with the booth; 

just plan to attend--it's a wonderful 

event. 

 
FAMILY 

PROMISE 

 
Thank you to everyone who 

participated in the Houses for 

Change program.  Through your 

generous support we raised $480 for 

Family Promise!  Our next week to 

support Our Saviour Lutheran 

Church as we host homeless 

families in crisis will be in 

September. 

 

        Joshua Prokopy, 
       UU Family Promise Coordinator 

The Social Justice Committee remains busy with a variety of activities.  Our next meeting is Thursday, 

September 13, 7:00 to 8:30 pm in Room 101/103 at the church. We would be delighted to have you join 

us.  If you have questions, concerns, or ideas, contact  Joan Marshall (jmarshal900@yahoo.com) or 

Tom McConville (tmcconville1200@comcast.net), Social Justice Committee Co-chairs. 

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE:  JUSTICE, FAIRNESS & EQUALITY 

OAKLAND HIGH SCHOOL 

 

The theme for Change for Change in 2012 is "Justice, Fairness and Equality"—all the loose coins in the 

Sunday offering will go to organizations striving to address social justice issues in these areas.  The 

Social Justice Committee has chosen Oakland High School in Lafayette as the July-August C4C 

recipient. 

 

Oakland High School is intended for students who are looking for something different. It is a smaller 

learning community with a family atmosphere providing individualized instruction for each 

student.  Oakland is a public high school serving students on a first come first serve basis.  Each student 

attending OHS is doing so voluntarily; Taking that next step towards a high school diploma!! Students 

who successfully complete all Indiana graduation requirements will receive an Oakland High School 

diploma with the full benefits of a diploma from the State of Indiana. Students are active participants in 

the community supported, project-based learning experiences specifically designed to align with the 

Indiana State teaching standards. Each student will graduate with the skills necessary to attend college, 

enter the world of work, to begin a career in the armed forces, or to dedicate time and energy to family 

and community.                 Ellen Phelps, Change for Change Coordinator for 2012 

 

LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 
 

 LUM would like to extend a very special "Thank you!" to the UU church for the $2500 gift from the 

clothing drive! We raised a total of over $7000, by the way! Great job, all! 

 LUM is participating in the Furniture Cooperative Partnership Agreement, coordinated by First United 

Methodist Church. Transitional Housing, YWCA, Food Finders, Mental Health Association, Family 

Promise, Weed & Seed, and the City of Lafayette itself are other organizations taking part in this 

program. 

 LUM welcomes Pablo Malavenda to his new role as LUM's Executive Assistant for Social Media. 

Pablo will be helping Joe get the organization's presence established on twitter and Facebook. 

 LUM received its 2012 Emergency Shelter grant in the amount of $50,000 for 2012-2013. This greatly 

helps keep the overnight shelter running through the year! 

 We (Joe and Exec Council) are drafting a job description for a part time Social Justice director, and 

hoping to hire Susan Brouillette into the position. Susan comes with a vast amount of experience 

working with various government institutions to help immigrants in need. She is also working to be 

ordained as a Presbyterian minister.  She plans on being a minister part time as well as taking on the 

new position at LUM! 

 Joyce Fasani reports that the shelter has passed its audit for the Lafayette Community Development 

Block Grant. She reports that the shelter still desperately needs case managers for the summer, as well 

as breakfast bars, coffee, and sugar for the shelter. 

 Sandra Dunn-El reports fantastic progress with the 5th Quarter and Achieve! programs for children. She 

is blown away by how well the kids' math skills are improving, in particular (better than her own!). 

 She reports that Achieve! needs snacks - milk, juice, apples, bananas, grapes, and strawberries for the 

breakfast group, and chips, peanuts, crackers, cheese sticks, and peanut butter for the afternoon group. 

 Fifth Quarter presently has 59 students. The children are enrolled and attending the summer reading 

program at the Tippecanoe Library every Thursday. (They also got a field trip to the Imagination 

Station!) 

 This year's LUM camp theme is "Olympics". They are taking applications for campers, counselors, and 

junior counselors. 

 Ron Smith, our new Program Director, wants everyone to go to the 2012 Hunger Hike webpage at 

http://www.hungerhike.org! 

 A question was raised about the St. John's/LUM food pantry, and why all incoming donated food is 

weighed. In short, the more food that is donated, the more help the food pantry receives from the 

government.  This is especially true for fresh produce! If you would like more information on the food 

pantry, please contact the Director, Lynn Johal, lynnjohal7902@comcast.net. 

 We're overhauling LUMs by-laws 

 

        There's plenty more, but I'm just trying to get the biggest bits! 

                 Rick Irvine, UU LUM Representative 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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ATTENTION PIANISTS! 

 

Want to get involved in UU 

Music?  Volunteer pianists are 

needed for worship services 

o n c e  o r  t w i c e  a 

month.  Pianists provide 

music for prelude, offertory 

and postlude, as well as 

accompany hymns.  If you are 

interested, please contact 

Shell ie Johnson,  Choir 

Director/Pianist, by email 

shelliekjk@gmail.com. 

mailto:jmarshal900@yahoo.com
mailto:jmarshal900@yahoo.com
mailto:tmcconville1200@comcast.net
http://www.hungerhike.org
mailto:lynnjohal7902@comcast.net
mailto:shelliekjk@gmail.com


 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

POTLUCK AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL AUGUST 5 
 

There will be a Potluck followed by an Ice Cream Social on 

Sunday, August 5. Potlucks are held the first Sunday of the 

month.  Thank  you. 

 

UU RETREAT:  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

We’ve reserved the A-Frame at Ross Hills Park the weekend of 

October 19-21.  Mark your calendars now; more information 

forthcoming. 

 

THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 
 

Payless/Kroger cards with a pre-paid $25 purchase value are 

available for $25 at the church office (payment by check preferred).  

You may add to that value/amount at the Courtesy Desk; 3% of all 

purchases made with your card will go to the Unitarian Universalist 

Church.  How it works… 

 

 Get a Kroger/Payless Gift Card at UUC for $25 (with $25 value 

already on it) 

 Stop at the Customer Service desk at any Payless to “re-charge” 

the card: 

~You can recharge your card for ANY amount up to $500. 

~Pay for the recharged card with cash, check or major credit card 

 Use the card for all your purchases 

 When the balance is low or zero, just stop by the service desk 

again 

 

Each time UUC reaches $5,000 in recharges, Kroger/Payless will 

send a check to us for 3% of all recharges ($150).  In 2012 we 

expect to receive about $1300 in “free” money from this 

program.  If we all use the cards regularly we’ll blow the doors off 

that in 2013! 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 

END OF JUNE, 2012 
 

The Finance Committee asks everyone to please check their pledges 

to make sure they are up-to-date. 
 

   YEAR-TO-DATE      BUDGET 
 

  Revenue  $132,012.16  $261,540.00 

  Expenditures $137,918.90  $272,317.00 
 

NOTE:  Because of the nature of congregational giving and 

spending, our budget has months where revenues exceed 

expenditures and months where expenditures exceed revenues. We 

can only continue to be vigilant about all expenditures and work 

toward increasing revenues. The net operating balance is down to 

$4,156.  At the rate monthly expenditures are exceeding revenues, 

this balance will turn negative by the beginning of August. Please 

make sure your pledges are up-to-date so that we keep our cash flow 

positive. 

 Sincerely, The Finance Committee (Kirsten Reynolds, Chair; John Carlson, Amy 

 French, Steve Hoffmann, Denise Laussade, Rosemary Leary) 
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PROGRAM COUNCIL 

 

Program Council will next meet on Tuesday, 

August 7 and each subsequent first Tuesday of 

the month. All committee chairpersons are 

encouraged to attend, and individuals planning 

church sponsored events are asked to attend and 

present your plans to the council for 

discussion—be sure to send agenda items at 

least one week in advance to Program Council 

Chair & Immediate Past Board President, Suzan 

Windnagel, at suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com. 

To request an event be approved for scheduling 

by Board President-Elect Mark VanMeeter or to 

schedule committee meetings on the calendar, 

please contact Office Administrator Karin 

Bergman. 

 

From Article V of the by-laws, 

Program Council: 

 

 The Program Council shall be the 

coordinating body of the Congregation in its 

programs, activities, and all matters that are 

not reserved to the Board of Trustees; and in 

those matters reserved to the Board, the 

Council may, by resolution, make 

recommendations to the Board. 

 

 Program Council membership shall include 

the facilitator/chair, board representative, 

committee representatives, program area 

liaisons as deemed necessary, and other 

persons designated by the Program Council. 

 

 The Program Council shall establish a 

pattern of regular meetings for discussion 

and planning. There is no quorum 

requirement.  

 

 Committees and special interest groups will 

consult with the Program Council regarding 

planning events, space-use requirements, 

and requests for assistance.  Program 

Council will assist committees and interest 

groups, as needed, and promote 

congregational awareness of such events and 

activities. 

 

 The Program Council shall provide guidance 

and assistance in establishing Chairs 

of committees and interest groups. 

 

   Suzan Windnagel, 
   Immediate Past Board President 

mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com


 

 
 

Our Covenant 
 

Love is the spirit 

of this church 

and service 
is its law. 

This is our covenant: 
to dwell together 

in peace, 

to seek the truth  
in love, 

and to help 
one another. 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth 
through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and 
work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 

NURTURE YOUR SPIRIT. 
HELP HEAL OUR WORLD. 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
333 Meridian Street 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 
765.743.8812, uuc@uulafayette.org 
Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 207 

Lafayette, IN 
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The Seven Principles 
Which Unitarian Universalist Congregations 

Affirm and Promote 
 

The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 
 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 

 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  

process within our congregations and in society at large; 
 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 
 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

Spirit of the Summertime 
 

Spirit of the Summertime! 

Bring back the roses to the dells; 

The swallow from her distant clime, 

The honey-bee from drowsy cells. 

Bring back the friendship of the sun; 

The gilded evenings, calm and late, 

When merry children homeward run, 

And peeping stars bid lovers wait. 

Bring back the singing; and the scent 

Of meadowlands at dewy prime;— 

Oh, bring again my heart's content, 

Thou Spirit of the Summertime! 
 

~William Allingham 

1824-1889 
 

At right:  Irish Cottage, Watercolor, 1878 

by Helen Paterson Allingham 

1848-1926 


