
 

 

If we shadows have offended, 
Think but this, and all is mended, 
That you have but slumber'd here 

While these visions did appear. 
And this weak and idle theme, 
No more yielding but a dream, 

Gentles, do not reprehend: 
if you pardon, we will mend… 

 

Puck, A MidSummer Night's Dream 
 

Act V, Scene 1 
Wm. Shakespeare 

1564–1616 
 

Image:  The Fairy Flew Away with the Changeling 

by Arthur Rackham, 1911 
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Our Covenant 
 

Love is the spirit 

of this church 

and service 
is its law. 

This is our covenant: 
to dwell together 

in peace, 

to seek the truth  
in love, 

and to help 
one another. 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth 
through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and 
work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 

NURTURE YOUR SPIRIT. 
HELP HEAL OUR WORLD. 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
333 Meridian Street 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 
765.743.8812, uuc@uulafayette.org 
Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 207 

Lafayette, IN 

The Seven Principles 
Which Unitarian Universalist Congregations 

Affirm and Promote 
 

The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 
 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 

 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic proc-

ess within our congregations and in society at large; 
 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 
 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Education Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA  JUNE  2012 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Tom McConville, Martin Patchen and Bill Welge. 
 

June 3 Otto Doering, Purdue University Agricultural Economics Professor & Director of Purdue Climate Change 

 Research Center:  Climate Change. 
 

June  10 Steve Halett, Purdue Associate Professor of Botany & Plant Pathology:  How Peak Oil and Global Comate 

 Change will Shape the Conflicts of the 21st Century...The Environmental Context of War. 
 

June 17 Brandon Pitcher, Certified Zero Emissions Research & Initiatives (ZERI) Systems Designer with diverse 

 global experience in sustainability outreach & education:  ZERI—Zero Emissions Research and Initiatives. 
 

June 24 Phillip Cooper, Unitarian Universalist from Bloomington IN who is taking a statewide bike ride to protest 
 proposed Indiana amendment to ban gay marriage:  Gay Marriage Amendment in Indiana. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 

JUNE 3 

“Polyamory” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Noland 
 

Unitarian Universalists have 

been on the forefront in affirming 

peoples' rights to sexual freedom. 

Gay marriage advocates equal 

access to the tradition of 

monogamy.  The polyamorous 

movement within Unitarian 

Universalism challenges notions 

of monogamy itself.  Are we 

prepared for this?  Children will 

be in child care for the entire 

service.  Special music by Gale 

& Charlie Davis. 

 

JUNE 10 

“Glad:  Canticles of 

Benevolence” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Ellen Germann 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Mike Marsh 
 

Gail & Charlie Davis sing songs 

from their new CD. The 

spirituality of joy can be found in 

a variety of experiences. 

Happiness shared is happiness 

multiplied. Children are welcome 

to attend the entire service. 

 

 

 

JUNE 17 

“The Complexity of 

Father Gods” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Gary Mueller 

 

Because of the abuses of 

patriarchy, our tradition has 

resisted the dogma that God is 

male.  Are there positive aspects 

of fatherhood that can be 

reclaimed? Children begin in the 

sanctuary and will go to summer 

child-care after “Time for All 

Ages.” Special music by Joe 

Peters. 

 

 

JUNE 24 

“Summer Solstice” 

Worship Leader: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Worship Associate: 

Kris Taylor 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Noland 

 

At this zenith, the height of light, 

let’s celebrate the sun and the 

fire and the abundance in nature.  

Jane Alexander and Denise 

Gilliland will sing the Flower 

Duet from the opera Lakmé, by 

Léo Delibes. 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS: 

“GLAD:  CANTICLES OF BENEVOLENCE” 

 

Rejoice and be glad.  This is the call of benevolence.  Every 

emotion has a corresponding need. When one is scared, 

salvation is needed. When one is mad, justice is needed.  

When one is sad, revival is needed. When one is glad, 

benevolence is needed.  When we receive blessings, we feel 

the need to share blessings.  We jump for joy because joy 

cannot be contained.  It moves us.  We love to share good 

news. Good food is better when shared.  Think of when you 

have heard a song you enjoy.  You probably told someone 

else to listen.  

 

Benevolence comes from the Latin, "bene" meaning good 

and "volent" meaning to wish or to will.  When we are happy 

we volunteer to do good things for others.  This is 

benevolence.  Humans often mistake happiness as a response 

to getting something.  But a thing, however cherished, soon 

becomes empty.  As we cling to the thing, we worry about 

losing it.  We may view others with suspicion.  Perhaps, they 

want to take our good thing.  Happiness based on getting 

soon turns into a miserly miserable existence.  Benevolence 

extends the life of gladness.  Happiness shared is happiness 

multiplied.  The songs we share in this collection reflect 

various aspects of joy.  

 

On Friday June 8th Gail and I will present music from our 

new CD, Glad: Canticles of Benevolence, as well as other 

music.  We had many guests on the CD and they will also 

join us onstage.  On Sunday June 10th we will present some 

of the songs in a worship service and explore some of the 

deeper meanings of joy. 

 

All proceeds from the sale of CDs at the UU Church will go 

to the Minister's discretionary fund, which assists people in 

need. 

    With Gratitude & Hope, 
    Rev. Charlie 

http://www.spiritoftheages.com/Arthur_Rackham_-_''A_Midsummer-Night's_Dream''_(1908).htm


 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Mark VanMeeter 

mvanmeeter@comcast.net 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Kirstensknits@aol.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

djhugheslmhc@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

ed_bowen@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Sherry Tripodi 

sherryt25@yahoo.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Education 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Newsletter articles are now due on the 

3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 
 

July Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, July19, 5:00 pm 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 
“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator mailbox, Room 106. 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

765.743.8812; uuc@uulafayette.org 

 

HOW PREPARED IS UUC FOR AN EMERGENCY? 

 
Last fall an ad-hoc committee was formed to address the emergency 

preparedness needs of our congregation.  Headed up by Robin Poindexter, 

this group was focused, committed and successful...in record time. 

 
A key element of our safety program has been in place for a number of years 

due to Robin’s careful planning plus administrative support from Karin 

Bergman.  Our building has an automatic locking system programmed on 

Sundays, keypad codes that identify users and allow access based on need plus 

we issue a limited number of keys for non-code access. 

 
And there is well thought out and important reasons for the security.  When 

any of us is inconvenienced with a locked door consider it minor to the larger 

picture...that we are helping assure the safety of our children and general 

congregation. 

 
The next stage is to routinely practice drills for particular emergencies plus 

provide further training to “first responders” for major emergencies from 

natural disasters such as tornadoes to human-made emergencies such as the 

fatal shooting at the Tennessee Valley Knoxville UU Church back in 2008. 

 
In their final report as an ad-hoc committee there is major cause to give thanks 

and express our appreciation for their thorough and timely work.  In the 11-

point report a few of the other highlights include: 

 
Secured an Automatic External Defibrillator (A.E.D.) that can be used in/

around our building by persons certified to use an A.E.D. who are responding 

to a cardiac emergency.  Special thanks to Karin Bergman for identifying the 

grant opportunity that resulted in securing the unit at no cost. 

 
First Aid Kits - are located in every RE classroom and will be regularly 

monitored to replenish supplies.  Hmmmm...wonder if the band-aids have UU 

heroes on them?  Special thanks to Sheila Garrett for coordinating this 

project. 

 
Communication Radios - during emergency situations the radios can be used 

to communicate with RE teachers.  One is also available in the sound booth in 

the balcony during Sunday service.  Thanks Robin for securing a donation for 

the radios. 

 
Lock Key Box - was recommended during the Fire Marshall inspection 

(thanks Amy French for arranging this!)  Now fire and police can easily 

access our building during an emergency situation.  Mega-thanks to Michael 

Lewis for perseverance in getting the box mounted on the outside, brick wall.  

It just seemed like an easy request! 

 
With gratitude to Robin Poindexter, Amy French, Jackie Sloss, Sheila Garrett, 

Michael Lewis, Sherry Tripodi and Karin Bergman for your dedication, follow

-through and caring. 

 
       UU Board of Trustees 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

 
UU FLAMES SOFTBALL TEAM 

 

Weekend practices continue-last-game June 7, Thursday against 

team #23, Scared Hitless.  See you at 7:30 pm, Field #1, Arni Cohen 

South. We play for fun, love our fans, and appreciate being cheered 

on for games—everyone is welcome!  Facebook link is http://

www.facebook.com/groups/269479279735869/.  Thanks to all who 

have made it fun season--see you soon! Jess Cook, Softball Team 

coordinator. 

 
THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 
 

Payless/Kroger cards with a pre-paid $25 purchase value are 

available for $25 at the church office (payment by check preferred).  

You may add to that value/amount at the Courtesy Desk; 3% of all 

purchases made with your card will go to the Unitarian Universalist 

Church.  How it works… 
 

Get a Kroger/Payless Gift Card at UUC for $25 (with $25 value 

already on it) 

Stop at the Customer Service desk at any Payless to “re-charge” the 

card: 

~You can recharge your card for ANY amount up to $500. 

~Pay for the recharged card with cash, check or major credit card 

Use the card for all your purchases 

When the balance is low or zero, just stop by the service desk again 
 

Each time UUC reaches $5,000 in recharges, Kroger/Payless will 

send a check to us for 3% of all recharges ($150).  In 2012 we expect 

to receive about $1300 in “free” money from this program.  If we all 

use the cards regularly we’ll blow the doors off that in 2013! 

 
FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR 

 

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, I would like to thank all of 

you who have decided to contribute to our congregation by taking 

on a position of lay leadership, as well as those continuing to serve 

their terms as Trustees or members of the Endowment Committee. I 

would also like to thank the Board members for their input, as well 

as Mark VanMeeter and Joan Marshall from the Nominating 

Committee for their hard work this past year. 

    Christine Schertz, 
    Nominating Committee Chair 

 
UU RETREAT:  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 

We’ve reserved the A-Frame at Ross Hills Park the weekend of 

October 19-21.  Mark your calendars now; more information 

forthcoming. 

 

PROGRAM COUNCIL 
 

Committee chairpersons and other interested members and friends 

of the church are invited and encouraged to attend Program 

Council this coming Tuesday, June 5 at 6:30 p.m. in 101/103.  

Program Council meets each first Tuesday of the month, and is the 

“main-frame committee” for church planning, activities and 

communication. Ideas are shared regarding potential programs, 

processes and events prior to finalizing them and putting them onto 

the calendar.  Bring your ideas, questions and concerns.  Looking 

forward to seeing you there! 

              Suzan Windnagel, Immediate Past Board President 

 
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

The Finance Committee asks everyone to please check their 

pledges to make sure they are up-to-date. 
 

  Year-to-Date  Budget 
 

    Revenue $96,182.50  $261,540.00 

    Expenditures $88,513.90  $272,317.00 

 

NOTES: 

 Auction and Plant Sale exceeded targets. This should offset 

any fundraising proposals which are delayed or not happening 

this year. 

 Offering currency and non-pledge donations are down slightly. 

 Expenditures are being watched closely and committees are 

being sent periodic budget statements. 

 This budget still contains an $11,000 deficit that has not yet 

been addressed. 
              Sincerely, The Finance Committee (Amy French, Suzan Windnagel, 

               John Carlson, Denise Lassaude, Steve Hoffman, Gale Charlotte) 

 
BUILDING COMMITTEE THANK YOUS 

 

A very large thank you to the following people who helped move 

large items in and out of rooms 101/103 so the new carpet could be 

installed:  Tom McConville, Mark VanMeeter, Bob Rode, Christine 

Schertz, Randy Myer, Bill Welge and Keith Brown. 
 

A grateful thank you to our very generous donors who provided funds 

to make rooms 101/103 a very inviting space.  A fresh coat of paint, 

new countertop and newly installed carpet has made that space a 

lovely room.  Let’s keep it that way so remember to please clean-up 

all spills or messes made to the walls or carpet. Thank you. 
         Building and Aesthetics Committee 
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Attention Pianists! 
 

Want to get involved in UU Music?  Volunteer 

pianists are needed for worship services once or twice 

a month.  Pianists provide music for prelude, offertory 

and postlude, as well as accompany hymns.  If you are 

interested, please contact Shellie Johnson, Choir 

Director/Pianist, by email shelliekjk@gmail.com. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/269479279735869/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/269479279735869/
mailto:shelliekjk@gmail.com


 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

 

As many of you know, the Unitarian 

Universalist Church supports Our Savior 

Lutheran Church in working with Family 

Promise to provide food and shelter to 

homeless families. Many thanks to the UU 

volunteers who helped with Family Promise 

the week of May 13-20, especially to all our 

first time volunteers: Tom McConville, Suzan 

Windnagel, Jean Tyner, Della Willmann, JJ 

Rode, Mike and Sherry Tripodi, Frank and 

Laura Helms, Lisa Pantea, and Reverend 

Charlie.  Our next week to support Our 

Saviour Lutheran Church as we host homeless 

families in crisis will be in September. Thank 

you. 

 

     Joshua Prokopy, 
    UU Family Promise Coordinator 

The Social Justice Committee remains busy with a variety of activities.  Our 

next meeting is Thursday, July 12, 7:00 to 8:30 pm in Room 101/103 at the 

church. We would be delighted to have you join us.  If you have questions, 

concerns, or ideas, contact  Joan Marshall (jmarshal900@yahoo.com) or Tom 

McConville (tmcconville1200@comcast.net), Social Justice Committee Co-

chairs. 
 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE:  JUSTICE, FAIRNESS & EQUALITY 

LATINO CENTER  FOR WELLNESS & EDUCATION 

 

The theme for Change for Change in 2012 is "Justice, Fairness and Equality " -- all the 

loose coins in the Sunday offering will go to organizations striving to address social 

justice issues in these areas.  The Social Justice Committee has chosen the Latino 

Center for Wellness & Education as the Change for Change recipient for June, as in 

May. 

 

The LCWE, located on the 4th floor of the Renaissance Building 

in downtown Lafayette, promotes health awareness, education, integration, and 

resource information to improve the quality of life in the Latino community.  Founded 

in 1999 and formerly known as the Latino Coalition of Tippecanoe County, the LCWE 

encourages community involvement and integration. The LCWE is a non-profit 

organization driven by generous donations as well as goodhearted volunteers. 

 

The LCWE hosts several annual events throughout the year to promote health, 

education, and integration.  All events are open to the public.  The 6th Annual 

Tippecanoe Latino Festival is scheduled for September 15, 2012 at Ivy Tech 

Community College from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.  This annual event raises money to 

provide scholarships for Latino students continuing their education.  If you are 

interesting in volunteering or getting involved with the LCWE please email 

latinocenter_tippecanoe@live.com 

      Ellen Phelps 
      Change for Change Coordinator for 2012 

 
LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 

 

The St. John's Food Pantry continues to be  very short on cereal, peanut butter, canned 

fruits, and tomato products. The food pantry helps feed two thousand hungry bellies a 

month.  Any assistance would make a huge difference! 
 

The Overnight Shelter is in need of volunteers. You can volunteer as little or as much 

as you like. They are also critically short on breakfast bars. Last month's "Meet a 

Client" actually noted how important it was to be able to have a breakfast bar as she 

left the shelter each day to go find work. 
 

The After School Program is also very short on snacks—milk, juice, apples, bananas, 

grapes, and strawberries are needed most.  They also lost all their Purdue interns and 

volunteers as of April 30.  They desperately need volunteers to help finish out the 

school year.  Cindy notes that they especially need volunteers who are willing to drive 

a bus. 
 

The impact LUM is able to make on our community each month cannot really be 

measured in financial and status update reports from board meetings. To me it is far 

better measured by the stories we hear from the clients. Each month, it is truly amazing 

to watch churches with very different backgrounds, views, even theologies, all come 

together to assist in the universal effort of helping those in need. Being a part of this 

effort is truly a blessing. Peace be with us all. 

        Rick Irvine, 
        UU LUM Representative 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 

GOODWILL 

CLOTHING DRIVE 
 

The Annual UU Goodwill Clothing 

Drive will be held Saturday, June 2nd, 

2012.  We still need volunteers to 

help!  Clothing can be dropped off 

between 10am and 2pm, when there 

will be volunteers to assist you.  For 

this particular clothing drive, please 

bring only clothing items; no shoes, 

belts, hangers, purses, toys or 

household items.  It is preferable to 

use 13-gallon kitchen-type plastic bags 

for your clothing items. 

 

If you need to bring your donations in 

early, you can leave them in the upper 

room of the fellowship hall at any 

time. 

 

Each bag of clothing is worth a $5 

voucher which we receive from 

Goodwill. The vouchers are distributed 

to LUM, the YWCA Woman's Shelter, 

Cary Home for Children, and Family 

Promise. 

 

If you can help on Saturday, June 2nd, 

please contact Susanne McConville, 

mcconville1200@comcast.net, 477-

0344, or Sherry Tripodi, 269-9199, 

sherryt25@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 
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Board Meetings take place each 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm in Conference Room 101/103, next on Tuesday, June 19, 2012. 
Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the Board of Trustees 

regarding congregational questions and concerns.  Thank you. 
3 

As the 2012-13 church year gets off to its official start, the board is 

pleased to welcome its new officers: Mark VanMeeter, president 

elect; Sherry Tripodi, trustee; Kirsten Reynolds, treasurer; Amy 

French, endowment; Amanda Estes, Gary Fowler, and Bob Rode, 

nominating. 

 
We have a busy church year ahead of us. The enthusiasm 

surrounding the all-church project, focusing on the Wabash River, 

has energized the congregation; our focus on Social Justice has 

always been an important of our mission, and a project that engages 

youth and adults is a great way to live our faith. 

 
We will continue this year to look at our mission and future.  Growth 

of the congregation is one of our key goals, but we need to have a 

strong program in place for our members. DRE Sheila Garrett and 

members of a newly formed team are looking at ways to revitalize 

our religious education offerings for all ages. 

 
At the May Congregational Meeting we heard updates on some of 

the changes in our midst: 

 
Strategic Plan:  Barny Dunning presented an update on the 

development of a new strategic plan.  Members of the Strategic 

Planning Committee have contacted a wide variety of church 

committees and program areas, sharing existing goals and actions 

from older planning documents.  Each committee and group has been 

asked to suggest new short-term and long-term goals to be 

incorporated into the new plan, and to eliminate older objectives that 

have been reached or are no longer relevant.  As this input is received 

by the Strategic Planning Committee, we are updating a current 

version of the plan, which is divided into six program areas:  Lifelong 

Religious Education, Social Justice, Community and Social Life, 

Worship and Music, Congregational Growth and Outreach, and 

Administration and Facilities.  The committee plans to reach out to 

the general congregation over the next few months and get input from 

a wider portion of our membership on the developing document.  It is 

planned that the final document will be ready in time to help Finance 

and Stewardship plan the budget incentives that will be the focus of 

the next pledge drive. 

 
Endowment Committee: The committee spent much of last year 

revising its bylaws, changing wording that was ambiguous, outdated, 

or could be confusing to the intent. After the initial changes were 

presented, further review indicated that the issues had not been 

adequately clarified. The committee will make an effort this summer 

to further clarify these changes, and opportunities will be available 

for everyone interested to fully understand the changes. Look for the 

matter to be shared at an upcoming Sunday Forum. 

 
Many thanks to our outgoing board members: Gale Charlotte, Mary 

Finley, and Ellen Gruenbaum. And thanks to outgoing chair of the 

nominating committee, Christine Schertz. 
 

     Cindy Gerlach 
    ` President, Board of Trustees 
 

 

 

 

 

“Trust building is hard to do.  It requires an investment of the 

heart.”  Parker Palmer 
 

May marked the end of my year as President of the Board of Trustees 

and the first words to share as the immediate past President are 

“Thank you for the trust-building gifts!”  It’s been an incredibly 

rewarding experience getting to know the other board members so 

well and working with all the congregation to support the mission of 

the UU. 
 

Your energy, stories, encouragement, fun, creativity, passion, 

resilience and more have been extra gifts.  Well, some gifts also 

included shared losses, impatience, difference of opinion, worry and 

expressed disappointment in an action or inaction that was within my 

scope of responsibility.  Why consider these gifts?  Because the 

truthful expressions resonated as an investment of your heart.  

Stirring all these gifts together resulted in a strong bond of trust with 

the congregation. The trust is what really made this year possible.  

Thank you. 
 

And to report on some of our actions during the May board meeting: 
 

 Minister Goals - Rev. Charlie and board members engaged in a 

discussion regarding goals for the 2012-13 church year.  

Included a focus on membership growth & deepening 

relationship with the UU, emphasis on worship & music on 

Sundays, interfaith & community activities, time management/

leadership development and encouragement of own spiritual 

time/practices.  The Committee on Ministry, Board of Trustees 

and Rev. Charlie will finalize the goals in June. 

 Fair Compensation - heard a report from the Personnel 

Committee related to a conference call with a UUA - District 

Compensation Consultant.  He encouraged us to celebrate our 

success at reaching and sustaining our status as a Fair 

Compensation employer.  Our UU principles, values and focus 

on social justice can be “lived out” in the way we treat 

employees of the church.  Planning will continue with the 

finance committee and congregation in this area. 

 Strategic Planning - Ellen Gruenbaum continued to lead us in 

discussion about the planning process with the congregation, 

review of past plan priorities and where we wished to focus 

attention in coming years.  It was vibrant and energizing 

conversation.  We’ll see the fruits of the strategic planning 

process in coming months. 
 

Earlier in our meeting we welcomed the slate of officers who will be 

presented to at the Congregational Meeting on May 20th...wanting to 

offer a glimpse into the work we may do together and to answer 

questions. And we said thanks and farewell to trustees Mary Finley, 

Ellen Gruenbaum and Gale Charlotte whose terms ended in May.  

THEY have been gifts to us all in their dedication to the congregation 

through their service on the Board of Trustees.  Please give each a 

hearty thanks when you see them next. 
 

And let’s all continue to invest our hearts, in one another and the 

UU.   Suzan Windnagel 
   Immediate Past President, Board of Trustees 

 

From the board presidents 

mailto:jmarshal900@yahoo.com
mailto:tmcconville1200@comcast.net
mailto:latinocenter_tippecanoe@live.com
mailto:mcconville1200@comcast.net
mailto:sherryt25@yahoo.com


 

 

 

When I was a kid, family vacations were often to visit our extended family in 

rural eastern Tennessee, where my favorite aunt and uncle owned a little 

country store.  One time when we were at the store my youngest sister, who 

was maybe four or five years old asked, “Can we have something for 

nothing?”  My aunt thought that was hilarious, and after figuring what sweet 

treat the innocent child had in mind so she could indulge her, went on (to this 

older sister’s great  embarrassment) to tell the story over and over to entertain 

friends and family for the duration of our visit. 

 

A thought of how life is full of paradoxes strikes me as I “hustle” to get ready 

“for some rest” and reconnection.  As I  write this, I am preparing to go to the 

DRE retreat and then home to Champaign for a few days after a month filled 

with church activity.  Last weekend I traveled to Michigan for a “Worship for 

All Ages” part of the UUA’s “Renaissance Module” Religious Education 

Leadership Training Program.  Then our church had an all day religious 

education workshop this past Saturday morning, “Emerging Models of Faith 

Formation,” presented by Nancy Combs Morgan, UUA Heartland District 

Faith Development Director and Midwest Region Coordinator for Emerging 

Models of Youth and Young Adult Ministries.  A Youth Religious Exploration 

Council followed that afternoon.  Sunday morning Forum focused on our 

church’s religious education program and the worship service was dedicated to 

the celebration of our children, youth, and teachers on Sunday.   If you were at 

the service, hopefully you got a sense of all the people and work involved in 

making a church home for our children, youth, and yes, ourselves.  It’s a 

paradox that the same effort that sometimes wears us out, inspires and 

revitalizes us.  I don’t know if it’s quite unfortunate or not, because I do think 

there’s joy and fulfillment in the work itself, but it’s pretty certain that very 

seldom in this life do we get “something for nothing.”  I guess the answer lies 

in striving for balance, working hard for what we need and want, but 

remembering to take time to rest and care for ourselves, too. 

 

Hopefully, many of us will find time for a little well-earned rest this summer.  

Though things at church slow down, they don’t stop.  On Sundays, cooperative 

supervision is being organized for the kids too old to be in the nursery.  Please 

find the sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall and claim a date if you want to 

participate.  While you are there, please take time to register your child to 

participate for the fall program.  We had many more children participate than 

were registered last year, and we really need to do a better job of making sure 

we know who is being served by the programs we offer.  We have a sense that 

our program is growing and we need accurate numbers so that we are 

appropriately prepared to meet the needs. 

 

At the May 20th service, Gary Mueller, Beth Hoffman, Amanda Estes, Rachel 

Smith, Chuck Reynolds, and Kathy Coder were introduced as our new 

visionary “Youth Religious Exploration Council.”  In the coming months, the 

members of the council and I will be studying how to best meet the growing 

population and ever-changing needs of children and youth.   Watch for further 

information as our work unfolds. 

 

Also, plans are underway for a Harry Potter Day Camp experience in early 

August.  Keep your eyes open for further announcements. 

 

And finally, as I near the end of my first year serving you, thank you for the 

ride!  I’ve enjoyed getting to know the GLUU family  and appreciated the hard 

work and support shown for the children, youth, and teachers of this church…

and for me. 

 

     See you in church, 
     Sheila 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

JAN PHILLIPS WORKSHOP 

OFFERED DAY OF INSPIRATION, 

INSIGHTS AND WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 
According to participants’ 

comments provided after the 

May 7 day-long Jan Phillips 

workshop, the event was a 

fun, rewarding and unique 

experience for the 51 

women who attended.  The 

workshop was co-sponsored 

by the recently-formed UU 

Adult Religious Exploration 

Council and the Indiana 

Voices of Women.  Women 

from both groups worked 

together to share the work 

(and fun) of organizing, promoting, and presenting the 

workshop.  Initially expecting to attract thirty women to 

the workshop but hoping for forty, the organizing 

committee was surprised by the continued requests to 

register which continued until the morning of the 

workshop!  Sincere thanks are due to the many UU 

women who prepared home-made soups and salads and 

worked in a variety of other ways to help create a great 

event! 

 
The workshop facilitator, Jan Phillips, is an author, 

photographer, peace activist and inspirational speaker 

based in California.  In a powerful but down-to-earth way, 

she encouraged all of us to determine what it is in life that 

brings us joy, to nurture the creative spark we hold inside, 

and in doing so to serve as a living inspiration to others 

for creating a better world.   Those who attended spoke 

highly of Jan’s humor, openness, enthusiasm and vision.  

They enjoyed the way she used many creative threads to 

offer an engaging, thought-provoking experience which 

included:  music, video, poetry, humor and captivating 

imagery as well as opportunities for participants to engage 

in creative exercises and group discussions. 

 
If you have ideas for future workshops and activities or 

would enjoy planning them with other members of the 

Adult Religious Exploration Council, please contact 

Suzan Windnagel, Katie Pope, Peggy Martin, or Denise 

Wilson. 

 
Peggy Martin:  oldcrow2643@yahoo.com 

Katie Pope:  katiepopemo@yahoo.com 

Denise Wilson:  dm2wilson@gmail.com 

Suzan Windnagel: Suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 

 

 

            Denise Wilson, 
            Adult Religious Exploration Council 
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UU CHURCH FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 2012 
 

Our annual fellowship groups continue in 2012 with great momentum!  If you are fairly new to the church or have decided to enhance 

your special interests, it’s not too late to join in the fun and get to know your fellow church members better. Please contact one of the 

individuals listed below if you would like to join a particular group.  If you have an idea for a new group, and would like to coordinate it, 

so much the better!  Thank you. 
 

GROUP NAME         MEETING DAY/TIME/LOCATION     CONTACT 
 

Herbs    2nd Saturday, 10 am, tba    Lisa, lisapantea@gmail.com, 746-1710 

           JJ, jj-home@fpnmail.com, 583-2457 

Movies          Joan, jmarshal900@yahoo.com, 838-8096 

           Chuck & Verna, vmritz@msn.com, 448-4459 

Book Group          Gale, galekchar@gmail.com,497-0076 

Feminist Book Group   1st Friday, 7 pm, tba    Linda, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-2262 

Digital Photography    3rd Sunday, 4 pm, homes    Suzan, suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com, 714-6173 

Miracle Makers with a Mission  Monthly, tba     Kim, kharden@ivytech.edu, 474-7648 

Laugh Club          Dorothy, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com, 237-7652 

A/V Group    1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4 pm, UU   Keith, kcbrown@dcwi.com, 423-1726 

Families with Kids         Linda & Josh, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-3382 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS: 

WABASH RIVER ALL-CHURCH PROJECT & OTHER FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

WABASH RIVER ALL-CHURCH PROJECT 

 
Over the course of the year Program Council representatives and 

congregants have been working to develop an all-church focus--

something that could build connections between Social Justice, 

Worship and Youth Religious Education. The Wabash River all-

church project involves people of all ages and helps us, as a 

congregation, interact with the community.  Rae Schnapp, Ph.D., 

Wabash Riverkeeper, is the project coordinator. 

 
We’ve recently completed the “Wabash Sampling Blitz,” as well as 

“De-Trash the Wabash!” (see May Lighted Chalice Newsletter for 

photos).  Upcoming events include: 

 
 June 16, fun canoe/kayak trip coordinated by Rae Schnapp and Eric 

Thiel (eathiel@comcast.net), 10 am to 2pm.  Begin at Peters Mill on 

Wildcat Creek, paddle to Wabash.  Please bring sack lunch! 

 July 14, Booth at River Fest  We will be greeting people, explaining 

how environmentalism is an important part of our tradition and 

inviting them to participate in our August river cleanup 

 August 4 (Rain Date August 11), UU Church-specific river clean-up 

event  We will be out on the river when the water is low and more 

trash is exposed. 

 
The all-church project is designed to connect us to our faith, each 

other, and the wider community.  It will help us affirm and promote 

the interdependent web of which we are a part.  We invite others to 

create events that fit into this theme and help us focus our faith. 

 

INTER-FAITH CREATION CARE LEADERSHIP 

WORKSHOP, SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1-5 PM 
 

UU Social Justice and Green Sanctuary Committees are co-sponsoring 

a workshop with Hoosier Interfaith Power and Light on June 9.  The 

workshop, designed to engage people from many different 

congregations in creation care ministry, is open to people of all 

denominations, ages and levels of knowledge.  Six area churches have 

agreed to promote this event to their congregations and several more 

will be invited to join us. Fliers and posters for this event are now 

available for distribution.  Church teams will work together to lead our 

congregations and our community in Earth stewardship.  The following 

topics will be addressed: 

 

 The Faith Basis for Creation Care or Earth Stewardship.  What 

do the various faith traditions say about our relationship with the 

Earth?  What are the implications for how we live our lives?  How 

is stewardship of the Earth related to ministry for the poor and the 

pursuit of social justice? 

 The Science of Global Warming.  What evidence is there that 

anything is wrong, and that our actions can make a difference?   

What changes can we expect here in Indiana and around the world 

if we fail to act?  How urgent is this problem? 

 Tools and Resources.  What are some effective ways to engage 

congregations in reducing energy use?  What do people say about 

them in congregations where they have been implemented? 

 Goals and Plans.  What is it we intend to accomplish, in our own 

homes, in our congregations, and in our community as a whole?  

How will we do that?  Who will do what, how will we support 

each other, and how will we hold ourselves accountable? 

 Strengths and Obstacles.  What strengths do we bring to this 

work?  What obstacles threaten to stop us?  How can we overcome 

them? 

 

About the Workshop: Expected outcomes include a renewed sense of 

personal commitment to creation care work; a shared vision as well as 

specific, concrete plans for reducing energy use and engaging others to 

do the same; and hope, based in the knowledge that we act together, 

fueled by the power of our faith.  If you would like to attend the 

workshop, or help with planning the workshop and getting the word 

out to other churches or just attend the workshop, please contact Bill 

Welge (oxygenphilosophy@gmail.com, 765-409-3896); or Rae 

Schnapp (raeschnapp@gmail.com, 765-714-4829). 
     Rae Schnapp, Wabash Riverkeeper 
    Bill Welge, Forum Co-Chair 
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Creation Care 

Leadership Workshop 
 

Engaging Congregations in 

Earth Care Ministry 

 

We invite individuals or teams from 

local congregations to join us on 

 

Saturday, June 9, from 1-5 pm 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette, IN 

 

register for this free workshop 

online at uulafayette.wordpress.com 

or call (765)409-3896 

 
 

Conducted by Hoosier Interfaith Power & Light 

www.hoosieripl.org 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

 

RANDY AND LORRAINE MYER 
 

Lorraine was raised Catholic 

and Randy grew up as a 

Methodist but has had no real 

i n v o l v e me n t  wi t h  t h e 

Methodist church since 

ch i ld ho o d .  T he i r  f i r s t 

introduction to UUism came 

26 years ago when they were 

married by our former 

minister, Libby Stoddard.  As a 

divorced Catholic, Lorraine 

could not be married in the 

Catholic Church so Randy 

suggested the idea of a UU 

wedding. They were drawn 

back into the church through 

their friendship with Jim and 

Rosemary Leary and their 

involvement in the Sunday 

morning Forum. 

 

Lorraine grew up in the Lafayette area and spent twenty years working at Tate & Lyle before 

moving on to Eli Lilly and now Evonik.  She has two sons from her first marriage, Tony and Cody, 

and six grandchildren ranging in ages from 3 to 15.  Randy and Lorraine love meeting people from 

other cultures, so they also have five "surrogate" grandchildren ranging in age from 6 months to 7 

years. 

 

Randy grew up as an Air Force "brat" and spent seven years of his childhood in England.  He even 

attended an English village school for three years rather than going to the base school.  This was one 

of the most valuable experiences of his life and he remains an unrepentant  "Anglophile."   After 

returning to the U.S., he lived in the Logansport area, graduated from IU and spent thirty-five years 

as an automotive engineer before taking early retirement. 

 

Randy enjoys reading and music (listening, not making!), and has his pilot’s license.   Lorraine 

enjoys baking and crocheting, caring for her elderly mother, and working with the March of Dimes.  

They also like traveling, bicycling, gardening, and spending time with friends. 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST MEMBERSHIP CLASSES FOR 2012 
 

Rev. Charlie Davis and the Membership Committee continue to offer Unitarian Universalist 

Membership Classes for 2012.  Each “Second Sunday” of the month, classes will be available 

following service (unless otherwise noted) in Room 106, throughout the 2012 church year.  Light 

snacks and beverages will be provided. The following three sessions will be offered on a rotating 

basis at 12:00 noon: 

 

DISCOVERING YOUR SPIRITUAL PATH  What gifts have you kept from your religious heritage? 

What have you discarded? How do you wish to improve yourself and the world?  Come explore 

and share your stories with others. By speaking our truth and listening to others, we can deepen the 

meaning of community.  Intended for everyone.  Next class June 10. 

 

UU HISTORY  This class will cover topics such as: How did this denomination get where it is 

today and how did Unitarian Christianity and Universalist Christianity evolve into the free religion 

we have today?  By reviewing some of the controversies of the past we see how they shape our 

present.  Intended for everyone new and old to UU congregations Next class this coming fall… 

 

PARTICIPATING AT UUC, WEST LAFAYETTE  Learn more about the history of our UU church 

and what it means to be a member. This course is intended for visitors who are interested in 

learning more about membership.  Next class this coming fall… 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

VISION 2012 

 
The Membership Committee’s 

vision for 2012 is to nurture 

and support members through 

all stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this 

vision we would like to 

encourage the entire church to 

participate in growing and 

sustaining our congregation. 
 

 

 

MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 
The Membership Committee 

is composing biographies of 

every church member, placed 

e a c h  m o n t h  o n  t h e 

Membership bulletin board 

and then published in the 

newslet te r .   As  new 

biographies are added to the 

membership board, old 

b i o g r a p h i e s  w i l l  b e 

“archived” in a scrapbook in 

the library. 

 

New members will be a 

priority for biographies so we 

can get to know our newest 

c o n g r e g a n t s  q u i c k l y . 

Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, 

we’ll also be publishing 

b io grap h ies  o f  “o l d” 

members. 

 

We feature the biographies of 

m e m b e r s  R a n d y  a n d 

Lorraine Myer in this issue of 

the newsletter.  Many thanks 

to Josh Prokopy for writing 

these biographies. 

 

    Linda Prokopy 
     Membership Chairperson 
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Lorraine and Randy Myer 



 

 

 

CD RELEASE CONCERT 
for 

GLAD: CANTICLES OF BENEVOLENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

by Gail and Charlie Davis 
 

 

 
 

7PM, FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2012 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN 
 

a reception will follow the performance 
 

CDs will be sold and a freewill offering will be received. 

All proceeds will go to the Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

which helps people in need. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR AND CONGREGANT NEWS 

Under Our Roof 
 

Caroline Barnhart was hospitalized for 5 days 

with pancreatitis.  We wish you a speedy 

recovery Caroline  
 

George Reichler's wife, Sara, has recently been in the hospital. We 

offer our support along with our cares and concerns during this 

challenging time for you and your family. 
 

Congratulations to our 2012 Graduating High School Seniors, 

Mallory VanMeeter, Haley Arndt, and Olivia Shepson! 
 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or news of 

illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further information 

regarding an announcement posted in this column, Please contact Linda 

LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group at 765-743-0665. 
 

        Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group Committee Chairperson 

JUNE 3 

 Greeters:  Amanda Estes, Linda Prokopy, Rachel Smith 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Linda Prokopy 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 

 Picnic at Happy Hollow Park, Shelter #1 following service or 

10 am-3 pm; helpers appreciated! 
 

JUNE 10 

 Greeters:  Doug Paprocki, Lee Sullivan, Nancy Whiting 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Suzan Windnagel 

 Talk & Tour:  Dorothy Hughes 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 
 

JUNE 17 

 Greeters:  Denise Laussade, Nancy Patchen, Kirsten Reynolds 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Denise Laussade 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 
 

JUNE 24 

 Greeters:  Don & Ruth Ann Ferris, Beth & Chris Garretson 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Dorothy Hughes 

 Sanctuary Preparation:   Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 
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 Friday, 6:30 pm PRYSM (102) UU Goodwill Clothing Collection, Upper Room 
2 Saturday, UU Goodwill Clothing Collection, FH, Main Drop Off Date 

3 Sunday, UU Goodwill Clothing Collection, Upper Room 

  Magazine Exchange 
  9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Worship (RE finished for Summer) 

  PICNIC after service (shelter 1, Happy Hollow Park, 10am-3pm) 
  7:30 pm Lafayette Area Peace Coalition, 101/103 

4 Monday, UU Goodwill Clothing Collection, Upper Room 

  1:30 pm Writers' Group, 106 
  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation, M 

5 Tuesday, UU Goodwill Clothing Collection last day: pick-up from Indy 

  4:30 pm CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) FH 
  6:30 pm Program Council, 101/103 

6 Wednesday, 12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

  2:00 pm Harry Potter Summer Camp Planning Meeting 

7 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:00 pm Zen (M) 

  7:30 pm UU House Band (1st & 3rd Thursdays) 
8 Friday CD Release Concert:  GLAD:  CANTICLES OF BENEVOLENCE 

  By Gail Davis & Rev. Charlie Davis 
9 Saturday, 1:00-5:00 pm Interfaith Creation Care Workshop Led by Hoosier 

 Interfaith Power and Light, co-spons’d. UU Soc. Justice & Grn. Sanctuary(FH) 
  10:00 am Herb Group (tba) 
10 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum, 101/103 

  10:30 am  Worship (RE finished for Summer) 

  UU Talk & Tour & 

  Discovering Your Spiritual Path Membership Class after Service 

  11:30 am Fiberarts Quilting Bee (101/103) 

11 Monday, 7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation, M 
12 Tuesday, 4:30 pm CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) FH 

  7:00 pm ACLU-IN Board, 212 

13 Wednesday, Minister at HUUMA Meeting 
  12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

14 Thursday, 5:30 pm Worship Committee, 106 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 
  6:00 pm Zen (M) 

  7:00 pm Publicity Committee 106 

  (Note:  Social Justice Committee next meets July12) 
15 Friday 6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

17 Sunday, Fathers’ Day; All Church Fire Drill 

  9:00 am Forum, 101/103 
  10:30 am Worship (RE finished for Summer) 

  7:30 pm Lafayette Area Peace Coalition, 101/103 

18 Monday, 1:30 pm, Writers’ Group, 106 
  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation, M 

19 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care, 106 

  4:30 pm CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) FH 
  5:45 pm Committee on Ministry, 106 

  6:30 pm Board Meeting, 3rd Tuesdays, 101/103 

20 Wednesday, UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
  12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

21 Thursday, SUMMER SOLSTICE, UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

  Newsletter Deadline 

  Purdue Boiler Network Volunteers Association International Project Day 

  5:30 pm Personnel Committee, 106 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 
  6:00 pm Zen (M) 

  7:30 pm UU House Band (1st & 3rd Thursdays) 

22 Friday UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

  6:00 pm 3-Cubed, FH 

23 Saturday, UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

24 Sunday, UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

  9:00 am  Forum, 101/103 

  10:30 am Worship 25 Monday UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation, M 
26 Tuesday, Rev. Davis out of office through July 23 

  4:30 pm CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) FH 

27 Wednesday, 12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 
28 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:00 pm Zen (M) 

 

MAY SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

 une 

Fare Thee Well 
 

Kaye McSpadden will be moving to Indianapolis this summer to 

be nearer to her grandchildren.  She has been a long time 

member and has served the church in many capacities. I will 

remember her for the incredible job she did organizing my 

installation. Plus she designed and produced the social justice 

brochure. She led a group of us down to Indianapolis to protest 

the cutting of Planned Parenthood funding. I especially 

appreciate hearing her play piano. She is an activist but with the 

soul of an artist. Good luck to you Kaye. Do not forget to visit. 

             Blessings, Rev. Charlie Davis 

Calendar Highlights 


