
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Education Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA MAY 2012 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Tom McConville, Martin Patchen and Bill Welge. 
 

May 6 The UU Writers Group, which meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays at church, will read from their writings. 
 

May 13 Paul Shepson, Purdue Professor of Analytical and Atmospheric Chemistry, heads “The Shepson Group” 

 involved in studies of the chemistry of the Earth’s atmosphere; specifically, photochemistry that occurs 

 in the lowest 10-15 km, the troposphere:  Climate Change. 
 

May 20 Sheila Garrett, DRE & Kat Braz, RE Youth Advisor:  Aspects of Religious Education at UUC. 
 

May 27 William J. Hutzel, Purdue Professor of Mechanical Engineering Technology:  The INhome, a fully 

 functional, yet practical net-zero energy home designed for a typical Midwestern consumer in today’s  cost-

 competitive residential market. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 

 

MAY 6 

“Flower Communion, 

A Service for All Ages” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Noemi Ybarra 

 

Bring a flower to share and 

return home with a flower 

shared by another worshipper. 

Extra flowers will be available 

so all can share in this UU 

celebration of spring and 

sharing.  UU Choir and House 

Band present “Unity.” 

 

 

MAY 13 

“What I Learned 

From My Mother” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Chap Flack 

 

My mother has been dead 

since 1975, yet she lives in the 

lessons she has taught me. 

There will be opportunity for 

the congregation to share what 

they learned from their 

mothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 20 

“Where Children Live” 

Worship Leader: 

Sheila Garrett 

Worship Associate: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Martha Gipson 

 

The homes of children…some-

times chaotic, always full of 

energy and life. Today we will 

look at why our church home 

embraces the fleeting but 

important time of life we call  

childhood. 

 

 

 

MAY 27 

“Remember the Fallen” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Kat Braz 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Jerry Hunley 

 

We have been living with war 

for over 11 years. We need to 

recognize the cost of war to 

our country and especially 

those who have served. 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS: 

The End of a Second Year 

 
Tippecanoe County is my home. In May of 2010 this 

congregation called me to be their settled minister.  The 

responsibility of learning to minister to a whole new 

congregation is a bit unsettling. 

 

The first year the focus was on solidifying this 

congregation’s commitment to being a healthy community 

where we listen to each other with respect.  Conflicts will 

always arise, but when they do so in the context of a loving 

community, they can become a catalyst for deeper 

understanding and hopeful action. 

 

In our first year together we felt the void of having no 

Director of Religious Education.  This second year, Sheila 

Garrett has become a welcome and vital addition to the 

mission of this congregation.  Things are starting to gel. The 

All-Church Wabash River Project is an example of the 

synergy of worship, religious education and social justice. 

 

The tentative time of testing the waters has come to an end.  I 

think that we are now “feeling at home” with each other.  We 

are ready to move.  This spring has brought a blossoming of 

activity.  We are learning about who we are and how we want 

to interact with the community.  We are poised to welcome 

and integrate new members.  We are home to all who seek to 

live a life of integrity and explore ways to heal the world. 

 

When we have confidence in our faith community we are 

better able to share its blessings.  We have meaningful work 

to do.  Let us invite others into our spiritual home.  May we 

be a refuge for the oppressed.  When we give each other a 

place to belong, it makes us strong.  It gives us courage to 

make the world a more inviting place.  May our church be a 

model of how we want the world to be. 

 

           Blessings, 
           Rev. Charlie Davis 



 

 
 

From the board president 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Mary Finley 

mdfinley99@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Gale Charlotte 

galekchar@gmail.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

djhugheslmhc@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

ed_bowen@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

egruenbaum@me.com 

 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Education 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Newsletter articles are now due on the 

3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 

June Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, May 17, 5:00 pm 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator  mailbox, Room 106. 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

765.743.8812; uuc@uulafayette.org 

Have you ever thought about what it would be like if our community didn’t have a 

UU presence in our area?  It makes me shudder...bhhrhrhrhrhrhrh. 

 

All that we are today has grown out of the dreams and actions of a small group 

of tenacious people who came before us.  Did you know our history spans over 62 

years?  And that some of our members have been a part of this congregation for at 

least 50 years?  The stories they can tell! 

 

In reviewing a brief written history of our congregation on the UU website 

recently, it was especially moving to read this portion: 

 

“Throughout the ups and downs that punctuated our congregation's early 

development, several themes come through clearly:  the themes of dedication to 

the principles of Unitarian Universalism, commitment to each other as a 

congregation, and a vision for the future.  The intensely human stories of conflict, 

courage, steadfastness, dissent, inspired leadership, and joy and loss, which could 

leaven this account, must be heard or read elsewhere. We invite you to...become 

an active partner in the life of our congregation.” 

 

At the board level we are definitely working to pay close attention to the needs of 

this growing community envisioned by our founders.  To that end, during our 

April meeting we had excellent discussion around areas of strategic planning, the 

nomination of future trustees, and provided feedback and encouragement around 

the wonderful gains we are making in youth religious education.  Rev. Charlie 

began a conversation with us about Sunday services and elements of change that 

would result in increased attendance and engagement.  Certainly this discussion 

will continue. 

 

Coming months will also find the trustees...and all of us...involved in a midyear, 

more in-depth discussion about sources for the financial means required to 

support our community, from the day-to-day basics, to the reserves we should 

have to manage change (expected and unexpected).  A bit of that discussion starts 

with the financial chart offered by the finance committee in this issue (see page 

13). 

 

Twelve people became members of our congregation in the past year and others 

join us as friends and visitors every week.  UUC was here with open doors and 

welcoming voices to offer a supportive, invigorating home.  This truly results 

from the vision of those who started this congregation years ago plus the 

dedication and commitment we’ve each offered over the ensuing years. 

 

In gratitude that UUC is here...thanks to us all, 
 

      Suzan Windnagel 
      President, Board of Trustees 

Board Meetings take place each 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm  
in Conference Room 101/103, next on Tuesday, May 15. 

Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the 
Board of Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns. 

 

The next Congregational Meeting takes place Sunday, May 20, immediately following 
service.  Agenda includes:  Election of Officers and Committee Membership (requiring 

membership vote); and Revision to Endowment By-laws.  Please plan to attend as a 
quorum of 25% of all 189 full voting members is necessary to pass vote.  Thank you. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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Spring has returned.  The Earth is like a child that knows poems. 
 

Rainer Maria Rilke 
 

Spring is a mixed experience for me.  I love seeing the fields turn green, the trees returning to life, and the daily discovery of some 
new thing blooming.   I drive with the sun-roof open and windows down, enjoying the wind crazily blowing my hair around, the sun 
warming my skin, and I’m almost always singing along with whatever music is accompanying me on the trip—however long or short 
the particular trip is.  And since I am usually the solo passenger for most of the driving I do these days, I don’t have to worry about 
being off-key-- I can sing as loud as I want!   If only I didn’t suffer from seasonal allergies… 
 
Some weeks are worse than others.  I have to be diligent about using my Flonase nasal steroid and taking my oral allergy medication, 
now available over the counter so that my health insurance no longer takes some of the sting out of the expense.  This year, after a 
prolonged bout with what started out as the tell-tale itchy, watery eyes and having my nose alternately go from runny to stuffy, I 
developed a sinus infection that morphed into asthmatic bronchitis, and two different kinds of inhalers were added to my 
arsenal.  With the allergies and frequently changing weather fronts that move through this time of year, I also tend to get 
headaches.  Pretty often.  It’s a drag. 
 
You may have noticed the change in the air here at church, too.  I am composing this the day after our special Earth Day Children’s 
Chapel.  It was delightful.  Our very own Wabash Riverkeeper, Rae Schnapp, deserves most of the credit.  I asked if she would be 
willing to help out with the education piece of this particular Children’s Chapel, which is part of our all-church Wabash River 
project, and she agreed.  But as we discussed our ideas, she took on most of the responsibility.  She brought a plastic model of the 
watershed, and the children got to put “fertilizer” and “pesticides” on the fields and “oil” and “salt” on the roads, before making it 
rain with squirt bottles, which made everything wash into the river.  She also brought two baby lambs the children took turns bottle 
feeding.  And we had a Maypole that the children danced around.   Beth Misner and Beth Hoffmann snapped photos and 
encouraged the children along.  Martha Gipson and Tom McConville were drawn from inside the building to where our activities 
were taking place outside like the Pied Piper was luring them to us.  We ended the morning feasting on strawberries and chocolate 
chip cookies. 
 
By the time you read this, you may have already taken part in the worship service led by our youth.  The experience of working 
together to decide on a topic, figure out content and where to put it, practice the music, design the cover art for the order of service, 
ask the appropriate adults for support, and choose who’s going to do what for the service is a lot of work (okay—for the adults, as 
well!), but also a tremendously rich and growing experience.  I think I can speak for the youth advisors, too, when I say how very 
proud we are of each and every one of them.  They did an awesome job of sticking with the work during our two planning lock-ins 
when they might have rather spent their Saturday night socializing.   The same can be said for the middle-school aged students who 
spent 3 ½ hours at church on Sunday nights second semester participating in Our Whole Lives (OWL) sexuality development 
education course.  They probably all had other things they could have been doing, but most of them showed up week after week and 
participated as fearless facilitators Kat Braz and Eric Thiel led them through what can be uncomfortable territory for 
adolescents.  We have eleven students graduating from OWL this year. 
 
And finally—as in—I need to wrap this newsletter piece up, not that it’s all that I want to tell you about, we have some BIG STUFF 
coming up on the religious education horizon!  On May 19th, our church will be hosting a two-part training.  The morning session is 
on new and alternative religious education curriculum models and is open to all in our congregation who have an interest or think 
they might have a future interest in our religious education programming, as well as religious educators from the larger Heartland 
UUA District.  After a break for lunch, the UUA regional facilitator will work with our newly formed Religious Education Council, 
helping us to define our work and our roles as a new visionary entity.  Exciting stuff!   You know what else is exciting?  We have two 
youth going to General Assembly in late June and a third going to Midwest Leadership School in early July!   And our Harry Potter 
Summer Day Camp curriculum has arrived! 
 
Like Spring itself, all of this makes me feel a bit giddy with the joy of it all.  I hope you feel that way, too.  But I know doing all this 
means more work and a few headaches along the way.  Thankfully, we have members who are sensitive to the Pied Piper’s song, are 
dedicated to our children and youth and religious exploration in general, and can be counted on to roll up their sleeves or dance and 
sing along, whatever needs to be done.  For all this and more, I am grateful. 
            See you in church, 

            Sheila 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rainermari147755.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rainermari147755.html
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    Session I– Exploring New Curriculum Models 
 

    Session II– Greater Lafayette Religious Education Committee 

     Saturday, May 19th 
       First  Session– 9:30-12:00 noon 
       Second Session– 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Nancy Combs-Morgan has been serving the  
Heartland District as Faith Development Director 
for the last 9 years, and for the last seven months 
has expanded her portfolio as the Mid-America 
Coordinator for Emerging Models of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries.  She lives in Lexington, 
KY and has a passion for music and searching for 
beauty and birds on the back roads of the Heart-
land District. 

~Presented by Nancy Combs-Morgan~ 
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Spring Plant Sale! 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Affordable veggie starts, herbs, 
perennials & annuals! 

 
 
 
 

Welcome in the Spring season at our annual plant sale and 
help beautify your yard, your neighborhood and our community. 

Bring your family and make it an outing! 
 

Don’t Forget to Save the Date! 
 

 

May 5, 2012 • 9:00 am to Noon 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
 

333 Meridian Street 
West Lafayette 

 

OUTSIDE ON THE LAWN 
 

IF IT IS RAINING, SALE WILL BE HELD IN OUR 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 
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CHURCH CALENDAR AND CONGREGANT NEWS 

Calendar Highlights 
 

UNDER 

        OUR 

                ROOF 

 
 

 

We offer a huge congratulations to Benjamin Davis, who has 

accepted a four-year scholarship at DePauw University in 

Greencastle, IN to study Voice Performance.  We couldn't be 

happier for Ben, Rev. Charlie and Gail! 

 

Edwin Layer is recovering from knee replacement surgery.  

Virginia and Edwin have had the help of their daughter who is 

visiting from out of town.  Please keep them in your thoughts 

during this challenging time. 

 

We share our condolences with Kris Taylor and her family who 

lost their mother on April 8th. 

 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or 

news of illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further 

information regarding an announcement posted in this column, 

Please contact Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care 

Group at 765-743-0665. 

    Linda LeMar, Chairperson, 
    Pastoral Care Group 

 

MAY 6 

 Greeters:  Amanda Estes, Linda Prokopy, Rachel Smith 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Linda Prokopy 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 

 Potluck:  tba—anyone who would like to help, please!? 
 

MAY 13 

 Greeters:  Denise Laussade, Nancy Patchen, Suzan Windnagel 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Nancy Patchen 

 Talk & Tour:  Amy French 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 
 

MAY 20 

 Greeters:  Don & Ruth Ann Ferris, Nancy Whiting 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Dorothy Hughes 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 
 

MAY 27 

 Greeters:  Ed and Kathy Bowen, Beth & Chris Garretson 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Doug Paprocki 

 Sanctuary Preparation:   Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer; clean up tba 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Tuesday, Carpet installation, 101/103 

  12:00 noon Private Outside Group in FH, do not enter until 1:00 pm 

  6:30 pm Program Council, 101/103 

2 Wednesday, 12:00 noon The Principled Group, 101/103 

  6:00 pm Green Sanctuary, 101/103 

  7:00 pm Choir & House Band, S 

3 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:30 PFLAG, 102 

4 Friday, 6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

5 Saturday, Youth Trip to Chicago, May5-6 

  8:00 am Zen (M) 

  9am-12 noon, UU PLANT SALE FUNDRAISER! 

6 Sunday, Magazine Exchange.  Youth Trip to Chicago, May5-6 

  9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Intergenerational Flower Communion Service 

  POTLUCK after service 

  1:00 pm Lafayette Chamber Singers Rehearsal, S 

  7:30 pm Lafayette Area Peace Coalition, 101/103 

7 Monday, 1:30 pm Writers' Group, 106 

  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation, M 

8 Tuesday, 6:00 pm Teachers Meeting, 102 

  7:00 pm ACLU-IN Board, 212 

9 Wednesday, Minister at HUUMA Meeting 

  12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

  7:00 pm Choir, S 

10 Thursday, 5:30 pm Worship Committee, 106 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  7:00 pm Social Justice Committee, 101/103 

11 Friday Youth CONsanguinity Bridging Con, UU Bloomfield Hills, MI 

12 Saturday, Youth CONsanguinity Bridging Con, UU Bloomfield Hills, MI 

  8:00 am Zen (M) 

  10:00 am Herb Group (tba) 

  Private rental for all day event, 101/103 

13 Sunday, Youth CONsanguinity Bridging Con, UU Bloomfield Hills, MI 

  9:00 am Forum, 101/103 

  10:30 am  Worship; & RE; 

  UU Talk & Tour & Participating at UUC Membership Class after Service 

15 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care, 106 

  6:30 pm Board Meeting, 3rd Tuesdays, 101/103 

16 Wednesday, 12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

  7:00 pm Choir, S 

17 Thursday, Newsletter Deadline 

  12:00 pm League of Women Voters Brown Bag Luncheon, FH 

  5:30 pm Personnel Committee, 106 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

18 Friday, 6:00 pm 3-Cubed, FH 

19 Saturday, 8:00 am Zen 

  9:30 am RE Workshop with Nancy Combs-Morgan: Exploring New 

  Curriculum Models, & RE Committee, 101/103 

20 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum, 101/103 

  10:30 am Worship & RE 

  11:30 am Congregational Meeting for Election of Officers, 

  Committee Membership & Revision to Endowment Bylaws 

21 Monday, 1:30 pm, Writers’ Group, 106 

  7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation, M 

22 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry, 106 

23 Wednesday, 12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 

  7:00 pm Choir, S 
24 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 
  7:00 pm Publicity Committee 

25 Friday UU Goodwill Clothing Collection begins through June 4 

  FH Upper Room 
27 Sunday, 9:00 am  Forum, 101/103 

  10:30 am Worship & RE 

28 Monday MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY; OFFICE CLOSED 
29 Tuesday UU Goodwill Clothing Collection 

30 Wednesday, UU Goodwill Clothing Collection 

  12:00 pm The Principled Group, 101/103 
  7:00 pm Choir, S 

31 Thursday, UU Goodwill Clothing Collection  

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

 

MAY SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

ay 



 

 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

PEG AND LARRY DUNKLE 
 

 Peg and Larry visited the UU church several times over the 33 

years that they've lived in Lafayette.  They’ve always enjoyed the 

discussions and the opportunity to meet new people.  But it wasn’t 

until Peg went to Indianapolis with the Social Justice Committee 

that they decided to step forward and join the church. 

 Peg and Larry have four grown children with families of their 

own.  They moved to Lafayette from Lincoln, Nebraska after 

Larry accepted a position as a Research Plant Pathologist with the 

USDA-Agricultural Research Service and adjunct professor in the 

Department of Botany and Plant Pathology at Purdue. Peg served 

as Executive Director of two different United Way agencies for 

over 15 years and then spent ten years teaching in the Professional 

Writing Program at Purdue. 

 Both are now retired.  They enjoy spending time with family, especially their grandchildren. Peg also 

enjoys swimming, volunteering, and having fun. Larry enjoys watching sports, working in the yard, and 

editing colleagues’ writing.  By their own admission, Peg can't thread a needle, sew, quilt, or knit and 

Larry has no interest in hunting, fishing, or car repairs. 

 Over the years they’ve been involved with numerous volunteer activities. In addition to directing the 

operations of Hanna Community Center and the Tippecanoe County Council on Aging, Inc., Peg was 

also on the Lafayette Human Relations Commission for 15 years and served a term on the West Lafayette 

School Board. Larry has coached youth sports and Special Olympics. 
 

BILL WELGE 
 

 Bill grew up relatively unchurched, except for a period during his teen 

years when he hitched a ride with neighbors to a local Methodist church 

as part of their "adopt a heathen" program.  He was originally attracted to 

the UU church by the Sunday Morning Forum, and eventually accepted 

an invitation to attend service. Experiencing the services and fellowship at 

our church was satisfying in ways that he didn’t expect to encounter. 

 Bill has two daughters: Lori, age 40, who retired from Eli Lilly in 

Indianapolis to raise her daughters; and Jennifer, age 41, who manages a 

law office in Fishers.  Bill lived much of his life in Muncie, but moved to 

Lafayette twelve years ago based on its reputation as an excellent place to 

live.  He’s now retired.  His first career, which spanned 25 years, was in 

manufacturing, where he was a planning and purchasing agent and in-

shop supervisor. In his second career, which lasted another 20 years, he 

did home improvement. Near the end of his career, he used methods 

derived from a study of space efficiency and visual space enhancement to 

remodel a small home – both to live in himself and to promote residential 

downsizing. 

 In his spare time, Bill reviews information on health related topics and fashions the results into 

motivational talks about staying healthy and aging gracefully.  He also enjoys hiking and doing Pilates 

and other fitness activities. But he is most fulfilled by his relationships with family and friends.  One 

thing he’s clear on – he does not want to sit at home and become a selfish old man. 
 

KATHY WILLOWOODE 
 

 Many years ago, Kathy attended services at Central Presbyterian Church.  But she had not been to 

church in quite some time when her partner, Bill Welge, attended one of the music and reading services 

at our church.  He was blown away by the quality of the talent and encouraged Kathy to attend, too.  

She’s been coming off and on for a year, but recently made the decision to join. 

 Kathy grew up in Dayton, Ohio and attended Western College for Women, now a part of Miami 

University, in Oxford, Ohio. She first came to Indiana while in college to spend a summer working at 

Indiana Beach.  After graduation, she moved here and completed a second bachelor’s degree at Purdue, 

where she majored in dietetics.  She has lived in the Lafayette area and Monticello ever since.  Her 

daughter Elaine, 24, lives in Indianapolis. 

 Kathy works in the natural food industry as a health consultant for Sunspot Natural Market in West 

Lafayette.  She has a wide-ranging interest in health, nutrition, herbs, and shamanism and has practiced 

shamanic healing for 14 years. 

 Kathy enjoys reading, watching movies, eating and drinking wine while talking with friends, being 

outside, listening to music, and singing, not necessarily in that order. She finds fulfillment when learning 

something that sparks new connections in her understanding, and during activities that connect her 

spiritually or allow her to help others. 

 Kathy has always wanted to live in community, where people share the work and the pleasures of life; 

where she could share her talents, and receive help and support in return. This church is the best match 

she’s found so far and she’s very happy to be a member. 

MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

VISION 2012 

 
The Membership Committee’s 

vision for 2012 is to nurture 

and support members through 

all stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this 

vision we would like to 

encourage the entire church to 

participate in growing and 

sustaining our congregation. 
 

 

 

MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 
The Membership Committee 

is composing biographies of 

every church member, placed 

each month on the 

Membership bulletin board 

and then published in the 

newsletter.  As new 

biographies are added to the 

membership board, old 

biographies will be 

“archived” in a scrapbook in 

the library. 

 

New members will be a 

priority for biographies so we 

can get to know our newest 

congregants quickly. 

Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, 

we’ll also be publishing 

biographies of “old” 

members. 

 

We feature the biographies of 

members Peg and Larry 

Dunkle, Bill Welge and 

Kathy Willowoode in this 

issue of the newsletter.  Many 

thanks to Josh Prokopy for 

writing these biographies. 

 

    Linda Prokopy 
     Membership Chairperson 
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Bill Welge & Kathy Willowoode 
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UU CHURCH FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 2012 
 

Our annual fellowship groups continue in 2012 with great momentum!  If you are fairly new to the church or have decided to enhance 

your special interests, it’s not too late to join in the fun and get to know your fellow church members better. Please contact one of the 

individuals listed below if you would like to join a particular group.  If you have an idea for a new group, and would like to coordinate it, 

so much the better!  Thank you. 
 

GROUP NAME         MEETING DAY/TIME/LOCATION     CONTACT 
 

Herbs    2nd Saturday, 10 am, tba    Lisa, lisapantea@gmail.com, 746-1710 

           JJ, jj-home@fpnmail.com, 583-2457 

Movies          Joan, jmarshal900@yahoo.com, 838-8096 

           Chuck & Verna, vmritz@msn.com, 448-4459 

Book Group          Gale, galekchar@gmail.com,497-0076 

Feminist Book Group   1st Friday, 7 pm, tba    Linda, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-2262 

Digital Photography    3rd Sunday, 4 pm, homes    Suzan, suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com, 714-6173 

Miracle Makers with a Mission  Monthly, tba     Kim, kharden@ivytech.edu, 474-7648 

Laugh Club          Dorothy, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com, 237-7652 

A/V Group    1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4 pm, UU   Keith, kcbrown@dcwi.com, 423-1726 

Families with Kids         Linda & Josh, lprokopy@gmail.com, 337-3382 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS: 

WABASH RIVER ALL-CHURCH PROJECT & OTHER FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

WABASH RIVER ALL-CHURCH PROJECT 
 

The Program Council of this church, along with members of the 

congregation, over the course of the year worked to develop an all-

church focus; something that could build connections between Social 

Justice, Worship and Youth Religious Education.  We decided to focus 

on the Wabash River. The all-church project involves people of all ages 

and helps us, as a congregation, interact with the community. It connects 

us with our faith, each other, and the wider community.  It helps us 

affirm and promote the interdependent web of existence of which we are 

a part. We invite others to create events that fit into this theme and help 

us focus our faith.  Rae Schnapp, Ph.D., Wabash Riverkeeper and 

member of our church, agreed to be the project coordinator... 

 

Notes from the Wabash Riverkeeper 
 

We got our feet wet (sometimes literally) with our all-church project on 

the Wabash River.  On Friday, April 13 our UU team helped collect data 

about the water flowing into the Wabash River in our area.  Results are 

interpreted in colorful maps on the website www.wabashriver.net.  On 

Saturday, April 21, we helped De-Trash the Wabash.  Our team 

collected trash mostly at Mascouten Park (on North River Rd. at the 

bottom of Happy Hollow Hill).  In addition to cleaning up an important 

river access area, participants had a blast!  It was very hands-on dirty 

work but rewarding, too.  Most unusual find: Amanda Estes found a 

newspaper box.  On Sunday April 22, Earth Day, our youth participated 

in a Children's Chapel where they learned about how pollution gets into 

the Wabash River, and how we can keep it out (see photos on pgs. 6 & 

11).  Thanks to all who contributed time and energy to making these 

events successful!  Stay tuned for future events, including:  
 

 June 16, fun canoe/kayak trip coordinated by Rae Schnapp and Eric 

Thiel (eathiel@comcast.net), 10 am to 2 pm.  Begin at Peter’s Mill 

on Wildcat Creek, paddle to Wabash.  Please bring sack lunch! 
 

 July 14, Booth at River Fest. We will be greeting people, explaining 

how environmentalism is an important part of our tradition, and 

inviting them to participate in our August river cleanup. 
 

 August 4 (Rain Date August 11), UU Church-specific river clean-up 

event.  We will be out on the river when the water is low and more 

trash is exposed. 
 

     Rae Schnapp, Wabash Riverkeeper 

INTER-FAITH CREATION CARE LEADERSHIP 

WORKSHOP, SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1-5 PM 
 

The Social Justice and Green Sanctuary Committees will co-host a 

workshop with Hoosier Interfaith Power and Light.  The 

workshops are designed to engage people from many different 

congregations in creation care ministry.   Workshops are open to 

people of all denominations, ages and levels of knowledge.  We 

hope to have teams from at least 10 area churches in attendance.  

These teams will then work together to lead our congregations and 

our community in Earth stewardship.  The following topics will be 

addressed: 

The Faith Basis for Creation Care or Earth Stewardship.  What 

do the various faith traditions say about our relationship with the 

Earth?  What are the implications for how we live our lives?  How 

is stewardship of the Earth related to ministry for the poor and the 

pursuit of social justice? 

The Science of Global Warming.  What evidence is there that 

anything is wrong, and that our actions can make a difference?   

What changes can we expect here in Indiana and around the world 

if we fail to act?  How urgent is this problem? 

Tools and Resources.  What are some effective ways to engage 

congregations in reducing energy use?  What do people say about 

them in congregations where they have been implemented? 

Goals and Plans.  What is it we intend to accomplish, in our own 

homes, in our congregations, and in our community as a whole?  

How will we do that?  Who will do what, how will we support each 

other, and how will we hold ourselves accountable? 

Strengths and Obstacles.  What strengths do we bring to this 

work?  What obstacles threaten to stop us?  How can we overcome 

them? 
 

About the Workshop: Expected outcomes include a renewed sense 

of personal commitment to creation care work; a shared vision as 

well as specific, concrete plans for reducing energy use and 

engaging others to do the same; and hope, based in the knowledge 

that we act together, fueled by the power of our faith.  If you would 

like to attend the workshop, or help with planning the workshop 

and getting the word out to other churches or just attend the 

workshop, please contact Bill Welge (oxygenphilosophy@ 

gmail.com, 765-409-3896); or Rae Schnapp (raeschnapp@ 

gmail.com, 765-714-4829).  Or just come to our Green Sanctuary 

Committee meeting at 6 pm on Wednesday, May 2, Room 101/103.

    Rae Schnapp, Wabash Riverkeeper 

mailto:lisapantea@gmail.com
mailto:jj-home@fpnmail.com
mailto:jmarshall@purdue.edu
mailto:vmritz@msn.com
mailto:galekchar@gmail.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
mailto:kharden@ivytech.edu
mailto:petitedancer47906@yahoo.com
mailto:kcbrown@dcwi.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
http://www.wabashriver.net
mailto:eathiel@comcast.net
mailto:oxygenphilosophy@gmail.com
mailto:oxygenphilosophy@gmail.com
mailto:raeschnapp@gmail.com
mailto:raeschnapp@gmail.com
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UU All-Church Wabash River Project 
Sampling Blitz April 13, De-trash the Wabash April 21, 2o12 

Photos courtesy of Suzan Windnagel, President, Board of Trustees 
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FAMILY PROMISE 
OF GREATER 

LAFAYETTE, INC. 

HOUSES FOR 

CHANGE 
 

In April our church began participating in the 

Houses for Change project to support Family 

Promise of Greater Lafayette.  Children in 

Religious Education classes received 

cardboard “houses” to take home and 

decorate.  Over the course of the next month, 

ending on May 13, families can place change 

in their boxes, just as we do each holiday 

season with the Guest At Your Table 

program.  Family Promise provides 

assistance to homeless families in Greater 

Lafayette.  Homelessness among children is a 

growing problem in our community.  Last 

year, our local schools reported that 267 

children in Tippecanoe County were 

homeless. 
 

We have one of the highest poverty rates in 

the state, and one in five families in the 

county can’t afford to feed their 

children.  Family Promise is one of the only 

shelters in Greater Lafayette serving 

homeless families with children.  The Houses 

for Change program is a great way for you 

and your family to support their work and to 

provide a glimmer of hope to homeless kids 

in our community. 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

MONTH OF MAY 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Church will be 

working with Our Savior Lutheran Church  to 

host Family Promise from May 13 to May 

19.  We'll be looking for volunteers to help 

with providing meals, serving as hosts (eating 

dinner with the families and hanging out with 

them in the evening), sleeping over at Our 

Savior Lutheran Church, and volunteering at 

the Day Center. If you haven't volunteered 

before and would be interested in helping out, 

please contact Josh Prokopy, Unitarian 

Universalist  Church Family Promise 

Representative, at josh@prokopyfamily.com / 

765-337-3382. 

 

      Joshua Prokopy, 
     UU Family Promise Representative 

The Social Justice Committee remains busy with a variety of activities.  Our next meeting is 

Thursday, May 10, 7:00 to 8:30 pm in Room 101/103 at the church. We would be delighted to 

have you join us.  If you have questions, concerns, or ideas, contact  co-chairs Tom McConville 

(tmcconville1200@comcast.net) or Joan Marshall (jmarshal900@yahoo.com). 

 

Dr. John Philip Newell, an internationally known care of the earth scholar, peacemaker, poet 

and theologian, will be speaking at Central Presbyterian Church during several events May 11-

13. Newell, an advocate for harmony in the universe and a Celtic spirituality expert, will 

conduct a workshop, book signing, and Sunday morning services during his time in 

Lafayette.  For more information, contact Central Presbyterian. 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE:  JUSTICE, FAIRNESS & EQUALITY 

LATINO CENTER  FOR WELLNESS & EDUCATION 
 

The theme for Change for Change in 2012 is "Justice, Fairness and Equality " -- all the 

loose coins in the Sunday offering will go to organizations striving to address social 

justice issues in these areas.  The Social Justice Committee has chosen the Latino Center 

for Wellness & Education as the Change for Change recipient for May/June. 
 

The LCWE, located on the 4th floor of the Renaissance Building in downtown Lafayette, 

promotes health awareness, education, integration, and resource information to improve 

the quality of life in the Latino community.  Founded in 1999 and formerly known as the 

Latino Coalition of Tippecanoe County, the LCWE encourages community involvement 

and integration. The LCWE is a non-profit organization driven by generous donations as 

well as goodhearted volunteers. 
 

The LCWE hosts several annual events throughout the year to promote health, 

education, and integration.  All events are open to the public.  The 6th Annual 

Tippecanoe Latino Festival is scheduled for September 15, 2012 at Ivy Tech Community 

College from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.  This annual event raises money to provide 

scholarships for Latino students continuing their education.  If you are interesting in 

volunteering or getting involved with the LCWE please email 

latinocenter_tippecanoe@live.com.               Ellen Phelps Change for Change Coordinator  for 2012 

 
LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 

 

The LUM Tax Prep Assistance Program was again a huge success this year, helping to file 

1,649 returns, for a total of 2.4 million dollars in refunds, all to people local to the Greater 

Lafayette area!  They are still helping people get their returns completed and filed, so if you 

know of someone who still needs help with getting their returns in, contact LUM as soon as 

possible! 
 

FYI, the St. John's Food Pantry is very short on cereal, peanut butter, canned fruits, and 

tomato products. The food pantry helps feed two thousand hungry bellies a month.  Any 

assistance would make a huge difference! 
 

The Overnight Shelter is in need of volunteers. You can volunteer as little or as much as you 

like. They are also critically short on breakfast bars. This month's "Meet a Client" actually 

noted how important it was to be able to have a breakfast bar as she left the shelter each day 

to go find work. 
 

The After School Program is also very short on snacks—milk, juice, apples, bananas, 

grapes, and strawberries are needed most.  They are also losing all of their Purdue interns 

and volunteers on April 30th.  They desperately need volunteers to help finish out the school 

year in May.  Cindy notes that they especially need volunteers who are willing to drive a 

bus. 
 

This month's "Meet a Client" story was delivered in person by the actual client herself.  I 

cannot go into all of the details here, but to be brief, LUM's Overnight Shelter and 

Assistance Programs quite literally helped save this woman's life. The impact LUM is able 

to make on our community each month cannot really be measured in financial and status 

update reports from board meetings. To me it is far better measured by the stories we hear 

from the clients. Each month, it is truly amazing to watch churches with very different 

backgrounds, views, even theologies, all come together to assist in the universal effort of 

helping those in need. Being a part of this effort is truly a blessing. Peace be with us all. 

                Rick Irvine, UU LUM Representative 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 

mailto:josh@prokopyfamily.com
mailto:tmcconville1200@comcast.net
mailto:jmarshal900@yahoo.com
mailto:latinocenter_tippecanoe@live.com


 

 

 

GOODWILL CLOTHING DRIVE 
 
The Annual UU Goodwill Clothing Drive will be held Saturday, 

June 2nd, 2012.   Clothing can be dropped off between 10am and 

2pm, when there will be volunteers to assist you.  For this 

particular clothing drive, please bring only clothing items; no 

shoes, belts, hangers, purses, toys or household items.  It is 

preferable to use 13-gallon kitchen-type plastic bags for your 

clothing items. 
 

If you need to bring your donations in early, you can leave them in 

the upper room of the fellowship hall at any time. 
 

Each bag of clothing is worth a $5 voucher which we receive from 

Goodwill. The vouchers are distributed to LUM, the YWCA 

Woman's Shelter, Cary Home for Children, and Family Promise. 
 

If you can help on Saturday, June 2nd, please contact Susanne 

McConville, 477-0344, mcconville1200@comcast.net, or Sherry 

Tripodi, 269-9199, sherryt25@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

UU RETREAT:  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

We’ve reserved the A-Frame at Ross Hills Park the weekend of October 19-

21.  Mark your calendars now; more information forthcoming. 

 
UU FLAMES SOFTBALL TEAM 

 

Weekly weekend practices are underway, games begin in May (see game 

schedule below).  Team t-shirt tie-dye party Sunday Apr. 29 after service. 

Bring your own shirt and items to be tie-dyed. If you are interested in 

joining our team or receiving team update emails, send your email address 

to jcook8008@gmail.com; we play for fun, love our fans, and appreciate 

being cheered on for games—everyone is welcome!  Thanks to all who 

make it fun--see you on Sunday.  Jess Cook, Softball Team coordinator. 
 

UU Flames Team #28 plays: 
 

May 8, Tuesday 27 Arbor Chase 6:15 Field #1 Arni Cohen South 

May 16, Wednesday 24 Hammerhead 7:00 Blessed Sacrament Field 
May 24, Thursday 25 SYNC Tech. 6:15 Field #1 Arni Cohen South 
May 29, Tuesday 26 Central Presby. 7:30 Blessed Sacrament Field 
June 7, Thursday 23 Scared Hitless 7:30 Field #1 Arni Cohen South 

 
THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 
 

Payless/Kroger cards with a pre-paid $25 purchase value are available for 

$25 at the church office (payment by check preferred).  You may add to 

that value/amount at the Courtesy Desk; 3% of all purchases made with 

your card will go to the Unitarian Universalist Church. 
 

How does it work? 
 

Get a Kroger/Payless Gift Card at UUC for $25 (with $25 value already 

on it) 

Stop at the Customer Service desk at any Payless to “re-charge” the card: 

~You can recharge your card for ANY amount up to $500. 

~Pay for the recharged card with cash, check or major credit card 

Use the card for all your purchases 

When the balance is low or zero, just stop by the service desk again 
 

Each time UUC reaches $5,000 in recharges, Kroger/Payless will send a 

check to us for 3% of all recharges ($150).  In 2012 we expect to receive 

about $1300 in “free” money from this program.  If we all use the cards 

regularly we’ll blow the doors off that in 2013! 

PROGRAM COUNCIL 
 

Committee chairpersons and other interested members and friends of the 

church are invited and encouraged to attend Program Council this coming 

Tuesday, May 1 at 6:30 p.m. in 101/103.  Program Council meets each 

first Tuesday of the month, and is the “main-frame committee” for church 

planning, activities and communication. Ideas are shared regarding 

potential programs, processes and events prior to finalizing them and 

putting them onto the calendar.  Bring your ideas, questions and 

concerns.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 

               Mary Finley, Past Board President 
 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

The Finance Committee, seeking to enhance financial transparency, will 

each quarter publish church revenue and expenditures so that we may see 

our present standing as well as consider what is needed to prepare for both 

expected and unexpected potentialities: 

 

   End of 1st Qtr.  2012 Budget 
Revenue  $79,009.42  $261,540.00 

Expenditures  $54,237.95  $272,317.00 

 

*Note: Revenue to date slightly high due to full-year payment of several 

 pledges at year start 

 Revenue also high due to successful auction (raised $1000 more 

 than budgeted) 

 Expenditures mostly on target 
 

Started year with $11,000 deficit in budget, not yet addressed 
 

From the Finance Committee:  Amy French, Suzan Windnagel, Rosemary Leary, Denise Laussade, 
Steve Hoffman, Gale Charlotte and John Carlson 

 
 

 

BUILDING COMMITTEE THANK YOUS 

 

Many thanks to Michael Lewis who recently had a new “Lock Box” 

installed on the church exterior over the present office wing entrance key-

code panel.  A “Lock Box” is a security device which allows Fire and 

Police Departments to gain entry to a building without having to destroy 

doorways in the event of an emergency. Thanks also to Michael Lewis, 

and Tom McConville, for putting our UU Church street signs up in city-

code approved locations.  One had previously been taken down by a plow, 

and the other came down under unknown circumstances.  They have been 

replaced—thank you, gentlemen!    

               The Building Committee 
 

DON'T WRITE THAT CHECK TO WBAA PUBLIC RADIO! 
 

Are you proud to hear on public radio, "This program comes to you by 

support from the Unitarian Universalist Church in West Lafayette?"  Don’t 

you wish more people would hear it?  That happens only through your 

gifts to our special fund for WBAA sponsorship. When a sufficient 

amount has accumulated, the Publicity Committee uses that money to 

purchase a block of sponsorship slots on the radio.  So when you get that 

pledge drive letter or hear that radio plea, please consider the benefits of 

double dipping. If, instead of donating to WBAA, you direct it through the 

church, WBAA gets the same amount in the end, while we get to put our 

name before the public and help remind people where we are.  We are not 

set up for automatic withdrawals or payroll deductions but it is still easy to 

contribute. A check in the collection basket with WBAA written on the 

memo line would be collected in the fund. Even small donations are 

appreciated, monthly giving especially, as it all accumulates. You don’t 

receive WBAA perks, but still receive the regular credit for a charitable 

donation and your gift does double duty by going through the church. If 

you have any questions, please ask! 

              Martha Lempke, Publicity Committee. 
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“Is the spring coming?" he said. 
"What is it like?" 

"It is the sun shining on the rain 
and the rain falling on the sunshine...” 

 

From The Secret Garden by  
Frances Hodgson Burnett 

1849-1924 
 

“The May Fairy” depicted at right, from “Flower Fairies 
 of the Spring,” Cicely Mary Barker (1895-1973). 
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Our Covenant 
 

Love is the spirit 

of this church 

and service 
is its law. 

This is our covenant: 
to dwell together 

in peace, 

to seek the truth  
in love, 

and to help 
one another. 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth 
through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and 
work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 

NURTURE YOUR SPIRIT. 
HELP HEAL OUR WORLD. 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
333 Meridian Street 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 
765.743.8812, uuc@uulafayette.org 
Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 207 

Lafayette, IN 

The Seven Principles 
Which Unitarian Universalist Congregations 

Affirm and Promote 
 

The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 
 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 

 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic pro-

cess within our congregations and in society at large; 
 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 
 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3186437
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2041.Frances_Hodgson_Burnett


 

 

 

Religious Education Volunteer 

Opportunities: 
 

 Chaperon!   (youth conferences, trainings, lock-ins, etc.) 

 -Gain insight, meet interesting people, test your stamina! 

 
 Be on the planning committee and/or help staff the Harry 

Potter themed summer day camp (details still forming…) 

 -Get in touch with your inner wizard, help shape our summer 

program   with your unique magical powers! 

 
 Sign up to help out with older child supervision for 

summer services 

 -Share a story or craft, take a walk around the neighborhood, 

or     there’s always sidewalk chalk and the playground… 

 
 Help out with Children’s Chapel  

 -musicians needed to play and teach the kids songs 

 -lead or help provide content (if you think you might be 

interested,   please talk to me—there’s lots of room for 

creativity and making   meaning!) 

 
 Time for All Ages 

 -read a story or lead a short demonstration 

 

 Teach or share your expertise 

 R.E. Sunday is May 20th : sign up sheets will be available in 

 fellowship hall immediately after the service 
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Earth Day Children’s Chapel at Unitarian Universalist Church 
Sunday, April 22, 2012 

Earth Day at Children’s 

Chapel was an exciting event 

for all who participated!  

Special guest, UU Church 

member Dr. Rae Schnapp, 

Ph.D., Wabash Riverkeeper, 

spoke with attendees and had 

several “hands-on” learning 

experiences prepared for them 

to encounter. Children made 

“rain” from spray bottles and 

could see the effects of “run-

off” and other types of 

environmental impact to 

waterways, landforms and 

habitation, both human and 

animal, on the watershed 

diorama Rae created. 

 
Two very special visitors 

provided much entertainment 

for everyone—Billy Black 

Lamb, and his little brother, 

Baby Black Lamb, were quite 

eager to have milk fed to them 

from bottles held by the 

children. They were great fun to 

be with and had very soft curly 

wool coats. 

 
Adults and children alike 

enjoyed wandering ‘round the 

Maypole during the perfect 

spring day, watching the 

colored ribbons wind around 

the center post.  A wonderful 

time was had by all—many 

thanks, Rae, for providing such 

a special day for us!  (Photo 

credits:  Sheila Garrett, Director 

of Religious Education). 
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