
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Education Classes begin at 10:30 am  
Nursery Childcare Available. 

 UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE INDIANA JANUARY 2012 

 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Martin Patchen, Tom McConville and Bill Welge. 

 
January 1: New Year’s Day.  Open discussion for whomever attends; no planned speaker for today. 

January 8: Open Discussion.  Forums Past and Present; a review of past Forums and suggestions for future topics. 

January 15: Rev. Daniel Charles Davis.  Study Action Issues:  Ending Slavery; Exploring Class Barriers. 

January 22: Linda Prokopy, Kris Taylor.  Study Action Issues:  Climate Action and Adaptation Plans:  Why Greenhouse 

 Gases and Their Effects Matter to Us; also, Reproductive Justice:  Expanding Our Social Justice Calling. 

January 29: Ellen Gruenbaum, Rae Schnapp.  Study Action Issues:  Families and Population; also, The Environment. 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 

JANUARY 1 

“Born Again...and Again 

...and Again” 

Worship Leader:  Kat Braz 

Worship Associate: 

Elena Escudero 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Lybrook 

The New Year ushers in a time to 

take stock of our lives and set goals 

for the coming year. Kat Braz will 

share a sermon written by Rev. 

Robert Hardies of All Souls Church 

in Washington, D.C., that goes 

beyond the trivial pursuit of making 

New Year's resolutions, and 

challenges us instead to be open not 

just to change, but to transformation. 

 

JANUARY 8 

“Climate Change 

and Population” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Mike Marsh 
 

Weather is not climate. Whether it 

is 50 above or 50 below on any 

given Sunday is not proof or 

disproof. Long term climate change 

has begun. Should we as Unitarian 

Universalists study this issue?

Should we take action? 

 

JANUARY 15 

“Dr. King and Class Struggle” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Ellen Germann 

 

 

 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Gary Mueller 

Dr King was assassinated while 

marching for workers right. He 

called for a transformation of the 

system. How should we respond a 

worldwide economy that 

encourages low wages and even 

slavery? 

JANUARY 22 

“Sacred Women, 

Sacred Choices” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: Kris Taylor 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Dan Noland 
 

Prolife and prochoice are just two 

alternatives in the fight for 

reproductive rights. Is a potential life 

more sacred than an actual life? How 

should we as Unitarian Universalists 

respond? 

JANUARY 29 

“Winterlude: A Celebration of 

Song and Spoken Word” 

Worship Leader:  Kat Braz 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Carl Seese 

During the time of stillness that often 

accompanies the post-holiday rush 

and the darkness of winter, celebrate 

spirituality through stories, music, 

and poetry. The services will 

include reflections on the seasons and 

cycles of our lives, friends and 

family, harvest and home, and 

wonders of nature. Musicians and 

readers are needed to share their gifts 

of talent for this music and reading 

service. Please contact Kat Braz at 

kat@purdue.edu. 

 

MINISTERS MUSINGS 

 

What is a Congregational Study Action Issue?  A CSAI is 

an issue decided upon by General Assembly of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association.  It is something that congregation 

holds meetings and classes about, and takes action on. 

Whether you know it or not, this congregation has been 

influenced by them. In recent years we have talked about 

ethical eating and immigration. These have been CSAIs. 

 

But where do they come from?  Are they decreed from on 

high?  Anyone familiar with UU politics knows that there is 

no such thing as “on high.” Study action issues are 

developed by congregations and sent through a process. 

Currently there are 5 issues that might be considered by 

UUA General Assembly this June: 

 

1. Climate Action and Adaptation Plans:  Why 

 Greenhouse Gases and Their Effects Matter to Us 

2. Ending Slavery 

3. Exploring Class Barriers 

4. Families, Population, and the Environment 

5. Reproductive Justice:  Expanding Our Social Justice 

 Calling 

 

During Forum and Worship in January we will be exploring 

these issues.  Towards the end of the month We will be 

taking a survey to see what issues are most important to this 

congregation. 

 

We will send that information to General Assembly. This is 

an opportunity to join with other UUs and focus on the most 

important issues of the day. 

 

For more information contact Rev. Charlie Davis or Tom 

McConville.  There is also more information on the UUA 

website: 
 

http://www.uua.org/statements/current/index.shtml 

 

     Blessings, 
     Rev. Charlie 

mailto:kat@purdue.edu
file://statements/current/189639.shtml
file://statements/current/189639.shtml
file://statements/current/189637.shtml
file://statements/current/189646.shtml
file://statements/current/189640.shtml
file://statements/current/189638.shtml
file://statements/current/189638.shtml
http://www.uua.org/statements/current/index.shtml


 

 

 

From the board president 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Mary Finley 

mdfinley99@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Gale Charlotte 

galekchar@gmail.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

petitedancer47906@yahoo.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

uuc.laf.cctreas@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

egruenbaum@me.com 

 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Education 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter articles are now due on the 

3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 

February 2011 Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, January 19, 5:00 pm 

Articles received after that time will be 

included in the March issue. 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator  mailbox, Room 106. 

 

There is deep appreciation for the time, attention and energy the congregation 

has demonstrated during the recent congregational meetings held to determine 

our 2012 financial goals and to build a strong base for budget decision-

making. 
 

At the congregational meeting on December 11 we passed a $255,123 budget 

that still needed details worked out to close a deficit.  The congregation voted 

to give the board authority to bridge the $20,000 gap by increasing revenue 

and decreasing expenditures based on the preferred actions we’ve been 

outlining these past few months.  Those include a) increase pledge income b) 

grow active membership c) develop new fundraising opportunities while 

building community and d) create new revenue streams. 
 

At the board meeting on December 20 we identified additional revenues 

($16,700) which includes new fundraising (leaders identified), carry-over cash 

from 2011 (from the extra success of the Art Fair and careful control of 

expenses), extra financial gifts made by members to help close the gap and a 

small transfer of funds from the Karling bequest.  And a portion is expected to 

come from growth in membership.  We also trimmed various expenditure line 

items ($3,300) in ways that will not severely limit our operations and 

ministry.   
 

We’ll closely monitor actions to be sure our assumptions turn into 

reality!  And we’ll revisit our decisions at mid-year...and Standing Together, 

we’ll make any changes necessary for the continued success of our 

congregation.    Many Thanks, 
     Suzan Windnagel, President, Board of Trustees 

 

The next Board Meeting takes place on Tuesday, January 17 
at 6:30 pm in Rooms 101/103. 

Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the 
Board of Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns.  Thank you. 
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Gift Ideas:  Close the Budget Deficit 
 

Several people at the December 11 congregational meeting made extra, one time 

gifts to “close the deficit” outlined in the proposed 2012 budget.  UUC has so many 

good things happening and percolating...and we just need a few extra boosts to 

propel us to the next level. 
 

Are you in position to help a bit more this year? 
 

How to make a special gift:  
 

 email Cheryl Fowler at cherylafowler@gmail.com or Laura Geiger-Reed at 

laura.lbg@gmail.com with the gift amount 

 Stop by the church administrative office to pick up an additional pledge card 

and mark the “other” category 

 Write a check to UUC with “special gift” in note section and mail to UUC 

Stewardship, 333 Meridian St., West Lafayette, IN 47906 
 

It is going to be another fabulous year of Sunday services, religious education, 

social justice initiatives, special interest groups, community gatherings, softball, 

potlucks, coffeehouse concerts and much more. 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:cherylafowler@gmail.com
mailto:laura.lbg@gmail.com


 

 

3 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youngest UUs at Our Church 

 

They were the “Chosen Children.” 

They chose to work together 

Act together 

Sing together 

Practice together 

Bake together  

Sell together 

Clean up together 

Participate with one another. 

Though none of them is proclaimed 

“Messiah” 

Or “Anointed One” 

Any one of them could be 

“The one who will change the world.” 

You never can tell. 

 

 See you in church, 

    Sheila 

 
Many thanks to Jason Dufair for the 

Holiday Pageant 2011 Photographs. 



 

 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 

GALE CHARLOTTE 
 

Gale was raised in the United 

Methodist Church, but never fit in 

there.  When her own children were 

old enough to begin religious 

education she was determined to find 

a church without a strict dogma.  A 

friend pointed her in the direction of 

the UU Fellowship on South 7th 

Street, and after joining the Women’s 

Studies Group at the church she was 

delighted to finally be able to put a 

name to her beliefs.   
 

Gale (pictured at far right) moved to West Lafayette with her ex-husband in 1989, but stayed on 

after the divorce and now lives with her partner, Karen Adams.  She works as the Administrative 

Assistant at the West Lafayette Public Library.  Her daughter, Erika, lives in Manchester, 

England.  Her son, Peter, is a senior in Psychology at Indiana University.  
 

In her free time, Gale enjoys reading, writing, politics, women's basketball, and movies.  She also 

loves to spend time with Karen (pictured at left), and with her family and friends.   She’s even 

written a children's book and is hoping to have it published one day.  
 

The UU church holds a very special place in Gale’s heart.  She particularly appreciates that, as a 

church, we, "Stand on the Side of Love," and over the years she’s taken many opportunities to 

give back.  She’s served as the coordinator for the Women's Studies Group and Adult RE. She’s 

also taught RE and served on the Board of Trustees, including two stints as Treasurer. In addition 

to all that, she’s been on the Future Space Committee, both the Minister's and DRE's "Support 

Committee" and the Worship and Music Committee.  

 

 
SUZAN WINDNAGEL 
 

Suzan grew up in the Catholic Church, 

but knew from the time she was a 

teenager that she would leave.  She 

couldn’t find anything else that fit until 

she learned about the UU seven 

principles.  That was enough to bring 

her to our church, but it was seeing 

how we put a face to those principles 

that kept her coming back.  She and her 

husband, Trav, finally joined in 2006. 
 

Trav developed Alzheimer’s in his 50’s 

and died in 2008.  At that point, Suzan 

found herself wondering where to go.  They’d moved to West Lafayette to be near her family, 

but she’d spent most of her life in Bloomington and California and still had a step-daughter in 

San Diego.  She thought about moving again, but eventually decided that Lafayette was a 

wonderful place to call home. The UU church was a major part of that decision, as was 15 month 

old Alex – the child of a good friend who has become like her local grandson.  
 

Suzan spent 20 years as a human resource executive.  When her husband became sick she left to 

care for him.  In early 2008, she formed Circle of Friends with Joanne Gutek, providing creative 

programs for people with memory loss and respite for caregivers.   
 

In her free time Suzan loves to read, spend time with kids, travel, experience live music, cook, 

play with her dogs – Colonel Sparks and Little Chief – take photographs, and hang out with 

friends.  In the past year she’s also rekindled her love of motorcycles.  But she feels most 

fulfilled when helping a person with Alzheimer's or a child feel special. 
 

During her time at the UU church, Suzan has been a regular greeter, served on the Ministerial 

Search Committee, and is now President of the Board. 4 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

VISION 2012 
 
The Membership Committee’s vision for 2012 

is to nurture and support members through all 

stages of their membership journey.  As a part 

of this vision we would like to encourage the 

entire church to participate in growing and 

sustaining our congregation. 

 
The Membership Committee is composing 

biographies of every church member, placed 

each month on the Membership bulletin board 

and then published in the newsletter.  As new 

biographies are added to the membership 

board, old biographies will be “archived” in a 

scrapbook in the library. We feature the 

biography of members Gale Charlotte and 

Suzan Windnagel in this issue of the 

newsletter.  Many thanks to Josh Prokopy for 

writing the biographies. 

 
IN GRATITUDE 

 
Sharon McKnight - for the past 17 years 

“sound” at the UU church has been brought to 

you by Sharon McKnight.  She might not be 

running the sound system at every event; 

however, she has trained and “certified” every 

sound tech who is authorized to touch the 

sound board!  From set-ups and equipment at 

the old 7th street location to our system here on 

Meridian we’ve counted on Sharon and her 

crew of techs to amplify our gatherings.  As 

Sharon hands off the coordinator role please be 

sure to give her a HUGE thank you.  Dan 

Noland has graciously agreed to be the Sound 

System Coordinator...thanks Dan! 

 
Jean Tyner - many thanks are in order for Jean 

Tyner who has been co-chairing the Social 

Justice Committee.  Always active on the 

committee, Jean has helped lead the team in so 

many social justice events and educational 

sessions that we’ve lost count.  With her 

leadership we’ve created and continued a 

strong presence with many initiatives that 

make our community a better place to live for 

us all.  Some of those initiatives include 

Family Promise (interfaith family homeless 

shelter), Change for Change (change in Sunday 

collection to various local programs), LUM 

food pantry food drive, Goodwill clothing 

drive, OUTfest; Guest at Your Table and LUM 

Jubilee.  New initiatives in 2011 included 

Stand Down in support of military families and 

supporting a team for Hunger Hike.  Tom 

McConville will continue to co-chair the 

committee with Joan Marshall as the other co-

chair. 



 

 

January 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

 

 

 

1 Sunday, Happy New Year! 

  Magazine Exchange 

  9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am  Worship (no RE Classes today) 

  POTLUCK IN ONE WEEK (USUALLY ON FIRST SUNDAY) 

2 Monday, OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY 

  1:30 pm Writers' Group (106) 

3 Tuesday, 6:30 pm Program Council (101/103) 

4 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

5 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:30 PFLAG (102) 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

6 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

  6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

8 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am  Worship & RE 

  POTLUCK FOLLOWS SERVICE EACH FIRST SUNDAY 

  12:00 pm  UU Membership Class:  Spiritual Autobiography (106) 

9 Monday, 6:00 pm OWL Meeting for Parents (102) 

10 Tuesday, 6:00 pm RE Teachers Meeting (F102) 

11 Wednesday, Minister at HUUMA Meeting 

  12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

12 Thursday, 5:30 pm Worship Committee (106) 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

13 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

  6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

14 Saturday,10:00 am Herb Group (101/103) 

15 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Worship:  Christmas Pageant 

16 Monday, 1:30 pm Writers' Group (106) 

17 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care  (106) 

  6:30 pm Board Meeting (3rd Tuesdays, 101/103) 

18 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group"(101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

19 Thursday, NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  12:00 noon League of Women Voters Brown Bag Luncheon (FH) 

  5:30 pm Personnel Committee (106) 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

20 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

21 Saturday, 6:00 pm, UU ALL CHURCH CHILI COOK-OFF! (FH) 

22 Sunday, 9:00 am  Forum (101/103) 

 10:30 am Worship & RE 

24 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry (106) 

25 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

26 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

27 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

28 Saturday, 8:00 am Zen 

  3:00 pm Montessori Family Night (Outside Event) 

29 Sunday9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Worship 

 

Note:  Rev. Davis returns to the office 

from vacation Tuesday, January 3. 

UNDER 

     OUR  ROOF 
 

Doug McKnight is home 

recovering from back surgery 

he had a week before 

Christmas.  We wish him well 

as he gradually regains his 

mobility and becomes pain 

free! 
 

Sally Cooke is recovering from emergency eye surgery for a detached 

retina that she had the week before Christmas.  She is doing more 

every day with the help of friends, family, and her sweet dog, Lucy! 
 

As we approach the end of another year I want to give special thanks 

to those on the PASTORAL CARE GROUP who continue to make 

meals, walk dogs, send cards, make phone calls, make home and 

hospital visits, run errands, or simply offer a listening ear.  Together 

we help and support one another.  Our members are Rev. Charlie 

Davis, Mary Ann Foley, Kathleen Peyton, Marge Hood, Amy French, 

Verna Ritz, and Cheryl Fowler. 
 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or news of illness 

in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further information regarding an 

announcement posted in this column, Please contact Linda LeMar, 

Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group at 765-743-0665.    Linda LeMar, Chairperson, 
             Pastoral Care Group 

 

JANUARY SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

JANUARY 1 

 Greeters:  Doug Paprocki, Kirsten Reynolds, Jackie Sloss 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Doug Paprocki 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

JANUARY 8 

 Greeters:  Amy French, Denise Laussade, Nancy Whiting 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Denise Laussade 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

JANUARY 15 

 Greeters:  Beth & Chris Garretson, Lee Sullivan  

 Newcomers’ Table:  Beth & Chris Garretson 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

JANUARY 22 

 Greeters:  Don & Ruth Ann Ferris, Windnagel  

 Newcomers’ Table:  Suzan Windnagel  

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

JANUARY 29 

 Greeters:  Amanda Estes, Dorothy Hughes, Rachael Smith 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Rachael Smith  

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

Calendar Highlights 
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CHANGE FOR CHANGE: 
 

JUSTICE, FAIRNESS & 

EQUALITY 
 

LEGAL AID CORPORATION OF 

TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

 
The theme for Change for Change in 2012 is 

"Justice, Fairness and Equality " -- all the loose 

coins in the Sunday offering will go to programs 

that help families in need experiencing difficulties 

in these areas. The Change for Change recipient in 

January is “Legal Aid of Tippecanoe County,” a not

-for-profit United Way agency which provides legal 

assistance and representation in the area of family 

law to low income Tippecanoe County residents. 

 

Legal Aid strengthens families by representing 

individuals in the following types of cases:  child 

custody and visitation, divorce, landlord/tenant, 

mental commitment defense, guardianships, and 

abused and neglected children.  Legal 

representation is not restricted to the courtroom.  

Legal Aid identifies community resources that will 

improve its clients’ lives and encourages its clients 

to avail themselves of theses services.  Through 

these actions, Legal Aid facilitates improvement in 

its clients’ education, housing and employment 

status.  Children have a better upbringing when 

their parents’ situations improve. 

 

This agency depends on donations, gifts and 

volunteer assistance from the community to help 

cover the cost of staff salaries, insurance, building 

repairs, the purchase of equipment, office supplies, 

and other things. 
 

  Ellen Phelps 
  Change for Change Coordinator  for 2012 

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE FOR 2011 

 

Each Sunday, the coins placed in the offering 

plates are given to a local agency. For 2011, our 

church contributed $2,953 to groups involved in 

“Caring for Children.” 
 

Backpack Program/Food Finders $484.51 

Sara’s Fund/CASAs for Kids $533.58 

Babies Can’t Wait/Bauer  $461.81 

      Family Resources  

Family Promise    $498.70 

Therapeion Therapeutic   $506.26 

      Riding Center 

Achieve/LUM   $468.34 
 

Total    $2953.20 
 

Our theme for 2012 is "Justice, Fairness and 

Equality." Thank you for donating your loose 

change. 

The Social Justice Committee will next meet on Thursday, January 12 from 7-

8:30 pm in Room 101/103.  Everyone is welcome to join this active committee.  
Jean Tyner, Social Justice Committee Chairperson 

 

LUM JUBILEE CHRISTMAS! 
 

On Dec. 10, twelve low income families gathered in our Fellowship Hall to celebrate Jubilee 

Christmas. Along with our partner congregations (Lafayette Church of the Brethren and The 

Society of Friends), we were able to provide fellowship, toys, household supplies, cookies, 

hams, and gift certificates so that the families will have a joyful holiday season. In the Lafayette/

W. Lafayette community, the same event was taking place at 22 other churches, and collectively 

we served approximately 1100 families. Sallie Cooke and I, as co-chairs, are enormously 

grateful to all the UUs who helped make this very meaningful event possible, and we are happy 

that our congregation is able to play a role in LUM’s Christmas Jubilee each year. Sallie and I 

would like to acknowledge the UU members and friends who helped with Jubilee. Thank you to 

all who purchased toys for the children. The selection was amazing. Thank you to the Friday 

night set-up crew: Suzan Windnagel, Mary Finley, Margy Deverall, and Sharon McKnight. 

Thank you to all those who helped on Saturday by hosting, working in the kitchen, greeting 

guests, providing child care, playing holiday music, or wrapping gifts: Rev. Charlie (who gave 

the opening remarks) and Gail Davis, Laura Geiger-Reed, Amanda Estes, Sherry Tripodi, Rae 

Brandt, Ruth Ann and Don Ferris, Frank and Laura Helms, Gary Mueller, Della Willmann, Sue 

Robinson, Alyssa Dufair, Robin and Diana Poindexter, Mary Ann Foley, Dave Shelton, Mallory 

VanMeeter, Katie and Brian French, and anyone else we have overlooked (very sorry to omit 

your names). All of you made a difference. Now, enjoy your holidays! Jean Tyner 

 

LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 
 

 The LUM Centralized Emergency Fund (CEF) is still desperately short on money. This 

fund, created at LUM's inception, pooled together each church's individual emergency funds so 

that each church could leverage LUM's experience at responsibly managing financial donations 

to help out people desperately in need of some small financial assistance.  Every penny of every 

dollar that goes into the CEF goes to help someone directly and locally. The CEF can help 

people keep their utilities on for another month, help someone get some desperately needed 

clothing (including work shoes, uniforms, etc), or help keep someone from being evicted while 

they look for more affordable housing. The CEF contributions to any one recipient are limited to 

$150 a year, so it can help out desperate people but only on a short term basis. LUM has a group 

of volunteer advocates who work with clients to find the best ways to help them, and the stories 

these fine folks tell at the board meetings are always incredibly touching. This fund is mostly fed 

by local contributions, and is in dire need more help.  If you make a contribution to LUM and 

put "For CEF" anywhere on the donation, your entire contribution will go directly into the CEF. 

 Just as an FYI, the LUM Centralized Emergency Fund is going to be renamed to the 

LUM Good Samaritan Fund. The Board of Directors is looking to create a fund raising event to 

help the fund continue to help local people out, and to celebrate LUM's 40th anniversary.  The 

name change will be announced for this event as well. Right now the board is considering a 

"Follies" type event. 

 I have been asked to sit on LUM's Executive Council next year. I was honored to be 

considered for this, and agreed to take on this additional responsibility. The Board of Directors 

heard and approved the new list of officers for the Executive Council for next year at its 

December meeting. The Executive Council is primarily a policy board that deals with the more 

day to day operations of LUM.  This will give me an opportunity to see more of and help out 

more with LUM's inner workings.  Rick Irvine, LUM UU Representative 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 
 

In November, our Unitarian Universalist Church assisted Our Savior Lutheran Church 

with providing homeless families a place to live through Family Promise.  We would like to 

thank Laura Geiger-Reed, Kim Harden, Tom McConville, Ellen Phelps, Kathy Schroth, 

Jackie Sloss, Jean Tyner, Gabriela Weaver, and Della Willmann for volunteering their time 

and energy to make this important program possible.  Our next Family Promise 

week will be at the end of January.  Anyone interested in finding out more about Family 

Promise and how to become a volunteer should contact Josh Prokopy 

(josh@prokopyfamily.com, 765-337-3382). 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 

mailto:josh@prokopyfamily.com


 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

SERVICE AUCTION IS COMING!!! 
 

Set aside Saturday, February 25 for a fun evening of food and 

bidding on all the things you have been missing.  Make cookies, a 

meal, babysit, till a garden, make a quilt, donate a week at a condo 

someplace wonderful, offer up a special skill, or anything else you 

can offer.  Soon people will be wandering around asking for 

donations to the silent auction and the live auction. Think hard, fill 

out the forms and get them back to us as soon as possible.  Be ready 

for a fun time on February 25, Saturday at 5 pm.  For more info and 

to volunteer to help please contact Beth Misner 765-497-3082; e-mail 

misner13@frontier.com. 

 

AUTOMATIC ELECTRONIC DEFIBRILLATOR 

(AED) TRAINING 
 

If you are trained in Basic Life Support by the American Heart 

Association  and are a member of the church or often attend services, 

please let us know who you are.  We now have an Automatic 

Electronic Defibrillator (AED) for use in our church.   We will be 

mounting it in a central location and at least five of our members are 

certified in its use.   Please send your name and certification 

expiration date to Karin Bergman.  We are planning a date to get 

together and practice with the new equipment on site.  Once we have 

a list of names we will let you know the date and the time.  Those of 

us who are trained in cardiac life support know that minutes can save 

lives in the case of sudden cardiac arrest until the emergency medical 

team arrives.  The AED is safe and easy to use and made for the 

public to use if they are present and witness an emergency.   Thanks 

in advance for your help with this project. 
    Jackie Sloss, Safety and Security Committee 

 

CHURCH SCHEDULING 
 

Please remember to schedule all in-church meetings with the church 

office so that activities get onto the web-based calendar. People have 

called requesting information regarding several meetings of late 

which haven’t been scheduled and we’ve been unable to provide 

information to those inquiring.  Thank you. 

Heartland District Assembly 

March 31 - April 1, 2012 

Lansing Community College. Lansing, MI 
 

"Torn Between Fuzzy Aspirations and Hard Realities"… 
 

 This year we are pleased and honored to present The Reverend Dr. 

Mark Morrison-Reed as our keynoter for our District Assembly March 

31-April 1. Mark writes this about his keynote: 

 There is a surprising, and painful, truth behind Unitarian 

Universalist efforts to become more racially and culturally diverse. 

This truth must begin with taking an honest look at who we are and 

why we are who we are, and it ends in a conundrum but not without 

hope. If UUs really want to change, accepting the truth is the only 

place to start. Torn between our reality and our aspirations what are 

we to do? This presentation considers why achieving diversity is 

challenging, but also talks about which congregations became 

successfully diverse and how. 

 Mark's presentation will be part of our look at what it means to be 

UUs committed to living in a world transformed, multi-cultural, multi-

generational, multi-racial, and many other multi's. Our weekend 

together should be the perfect lead in to this year's Justice General 

Assembly in Phoenix, Arizona, in June. We hope to have a workshop 

based on the UUA's "Common Read" for 2012, and have time to 

discuss immigration issues that arise here in our Heartland. 
      UU Heartland District Office 

WORSHIP READERS & MUSICIANS NEEDED FOR 

JANUARY 29 MUSIC & READING SERVICE 
 

Musicians and readers needed — This year's music and reading 

service is scheduled for Sunday, January 29. Members and friends of 

the church are invited to contribute their talents, sharing songs that 

celebrate spirituality. Suggested themes include seasons and cycles of 

our lives, friends and family, harvest and home, and wonders of 

nature. Readers of all ages are also needed to share essays, stories, or 

poems to complement the music. You may select your own reading, 

or one can be chosen for you. Please contact Kat Braz at 

kat@purdue.edu or 532-9678 to volunteer. 

 

COFFEE HELPERS NEEDED! 
 

Sunday mornings after service we all look forward to having coffee 

and conversation; however, that coffee doesn't brew itself! Please sign 

up to come in early to make coffee and help wash dishes after service 

on Sunday. Sign up sheets are posted in the kitchen, or contact 

Christine Schertz at cdschertz@frontier.com. Thank you! 

 

YOUNG ADULTS’ FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP, 5-7PM 

Hanging out with Rev. Charlie 
 

Rev. Charlie has noticed an increase in the number of young adults 

(18-35ish) visiting the UU Church.  He would like to get to know 

you better and help you get acquainted with the congregation.  

Beginning in January, each Friday unless otherwise noted (after 

work or after class), come to the UU Church, 333 Meridian Street, 

West Lafayette.  Rev. Charlie will bring snacks and soda. You may 

bring the beverage (non-alcoholic) of your own choice.  There is no 

formal agenda, just a chance to relax and enjoy each others 

company. 

 

FELLOWSHIP HALL USE 
 

Please be sure all chairs in the Fellowship Hall are put away in the 

end-closet after use.  We have hired a temporary cleaning service 

and it is cost prohibitive to have them moving furniture out of the 

way.  Four tables may be left standing out, but no chairs.  Thank 

you! 

 

THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 
 

Cards are available at the Newcomers Table every Sunday or by 

contacting Kirsten Reynolds, kdreynol@purdue.edu. 

 

How does it work? 
 

Get a Kroger/Payless Gift Card at UUC 

Stop at the Customer Service desk at any Payless to “re-charge” 

the card: 

~You can recharge your card for ANY amount up to $500. 

~Pay for the recharged card with cash, check or major credit card 

Use the card for all your purchases 

When the balance is low or zero, just stop by the service desk 

again 

 

Each time UUC reaches $5,000 in recharges, Kroger/Payless will 

send a check to us for 3% of all recharges ($200). 

 

In 2011 we expect to receive about $1300 in “free” money from this 

program.  If we all use the cards regularly we’ll blow the doors off 

that in 2012! 
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Our Covenant 
 

Love is the spirit 

of this church 

and service 
is its law. 

This is our covenant: 
to dwell together 

in peace, 

to seek the truth  
in love, 

and to help 
one another. 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth 
through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and 
work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 

NURTURE YOUR SPIRIT. 
HELP HEAL OUR WORLD. 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
333 Meridian Street 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 
Address Service Requested 

2ND ANNUAL UU CHILI COOK-OFF – JANUARY 21 
 

The 2nd Annual Chili Cook-off will take place on Saturday, January 21 at 6:00 

pm in the UU Church Fellowship Hall.  Last year we enjoyed tasting thirteen 

wonderful chili recipes, and we are hoping we’ll have even more varieties this 

year! 
 

Judges will award prizes to the three best over-all chili recipes, and a special 

prize will go to the “People’s Choice Award.”  Members are encouraged to vote 

for their favorite chili with their dollars – one dollar in the “vote jar” equals one 

vote.  Whether you like your chili spicy or mild, with or without beans, chock full 

of beef or vegetarian, you will surely enjoy sampling your favorite types!  We 

will also serve desserts, fruit, and hot dogs for kids (or adults).  Best of all, this 

will be a time to relax and enjoy the fellowship of your fellow UU’s.   Don’t 

hesitate to bring someone new to introduce them to our church community!  

There is no charge for the event, but a freewill offering will be taken.  Child care 

provided. 
 

If you would like to enter your chili into the contest or act as a judge, contact 

Denise Wilson at dm2wilson@gmail.com or call 490-7882.   

The Special Events Committee welcomes anyone who would like to work with us 

to organize fun church activities.  You do not need to be a member.  Contact 

Denise at the number above. 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 

and never brought to mind? 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 

and auld lang syne? 
 

For auld lang syne, my dear, 

for auld lang syne, 

we’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet, 

for auld lang syne. 
 

Robert Burns, 

1759-1796 
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