
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Education Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

 UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE INDIANA DECEMBER 2011 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Martin Patchen and Tom McConville. 
 

December 4:   Linda Vanderkolk, Continuing Lecturer in the Purdue University Art Department, presents Arts in 

 the Community. 

December 11: Marianne Boruch, Professor, Purdue University Department of English, presents some of her poetry

 from Cadavers and Poems Before and After. 

December 18: Prof. Harry Bulow, Head of the Patti and Rusty Rueff School of Visual and Performing Arts at Purdue 

 University since 2009, presents What’s Happening in the Patti and Rusty Rueff School of Visual  

 and Performing Arts. 

December 25:  Randy Myer presents Seasons Greetings, an informal discussion of the place that  holidays play (for   

 better or worse) in family dynamics. 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 
DECEMBER 4 

“ASSOCIATION SUNDAY: 
CELEBRATING MINISTRIES” 

Worship Leader: 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Noemi Ybarra 
 

Ministers and the UUA. How do 

we attract ministers to Unitarian 

Universalism? How do we care 

for their well being and 

challenge them? Let us talk 

about our UU Association. A 

special collection will be taken 

for the future of our ministries. 

 

DECEMBER 11 

“HUMAN RIGHTS DAY” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Kat  Braz 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Jason Dufair 
 

On December 10, 1948 the UN 

passed the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights. How are we 

as a nation living up to this 

declaration? How should 

Unitarian Universalists respond? 

 

DECEMBER 18 

A SERVICE 

FOR ALL AGES 

“THE CHOSEN CHILD” 

HOLIDAY PAGEANT 

Worship Leader: 

Sheila Garrett & 

RE Committee 

Worship Associate: 

 

 

 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Chapman Flack 

A children’s musical with a 

modern take on the Christmas 

story. 
 

DECEMBER 22, 7:00 PM 

SOLSTICE SERVICE 

Worship Leader: Janice Thiel 
Please join us in the 

Fellowship Hall for a candlelit 

observance of the shortest day 

and longest night of the year, 

with special 

music and 

readings. 
 

DECEMBER 

24, 7:00 PM 
CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

Worship 

Leader: 

Rev. Charlie 

Davis 

Worship 

Associate: 
Janice Thiel 

Pianist:  Shellie 

Johnson 

Sound:  

Martha Gipson 

The Choir is 

featured in this candlelight 

service celebrating the birth of 

Jesus and the holiday season. 
 

DECEMBER 25 

“UU CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO CHRISTMAS” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 
Worship Associate: Kat Braz 

 

MINISTERS MUSINGS 

 
 In the Christmas story as told by the Gospel of Luke, the Angels do 

not appear to three kings but to shepherds in a field watching their 

flocks by night.  And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for 

behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 

people” (Luke 2:10 RSV). They were not in the top 1% of the earners 

of the day. They were part of the 99%. Most likely the lower part of the 

99%. Yet the angel came to them. This is one way that the Gospel of 

Luke differs from the other gospels. Repeatedly Luke advocates for the 

poor. In Luke's account of the Beatitudes, he has Jesus say “blessed 

are you poor” (Luke 6:12) rather than “blessed are the poor in 

Spirit.” (Matt. 5:3). Luke has Jesus beginning his preaching career by 

reading from the prophet Isaiah. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to preach the good news 

to the poor.” (Luke 4:18) The verb “anointed” is a 

translation of the Greek word “chrio” which is the 

root of the word Christ. Thus for Luke, the message 

of Jesus, the Christmas message, was to help the 

poor. 
 

 As police forces across the land try to shut 

down the 99%, perhaps we should share with our 

government this interpretation of Christmas. As the 

winter chill sets in perhaps we can create some 

warmth for the poor. As people get arrested for 

protesting economic inequality, perhaps we should 

proclaim with Jesus, “release to the captives” (Luke 

4:18). 
 

 Woody Guthrie, the liberal folk singer, 

resonated with the gospel of Luke when He wrote his 

song “Jesus Christ”... 

 When Jesus came to town the working folks 

around 

  believed what he did say. 

 But the bankers and the preachers nailed him to the cross 

  and laid Jesus Christ in the grave. 
 

This song was written in New York City, of bankers preachers and 

slaves.  If Jesus preached today as he preached in Galilee, they would 

lay Jesus Christ in the grave. 
 

 Conservative preachers and pundits complain about the “mobs” 

occupying our cities. Also each season, they decry the so called war on 

 
Long-time members of 

the congregation will re-

member we used to have 

a standing committee 

called Long-Range Plan-

ning that was central to 

setting the goals for our 

congregation.  That com-

mittee has not been active 

for a few years and I am 

pleased to announce it is 

re-born as the Strategic 

Planning Committee.  We 

had our first meeting in 

October and hope to have 
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Newsletter articles are now due on the 
3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 
 

December 2011 Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, November 17, 5:00 pm 
Articles received after that time will be 

included in the January issue. 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 

in Admin. Assistant mailbox, Room 106. 

I wish to thank our trustees for effectively pushing through a packed 

agenda at our November board meeting.  It is a very dedicated group and 

our membership can be proud of the vote of confidence given to these 

members to carry out the policy governance work of our beloved 

congregation.  So hats off to our trustees:  Jerry Hunley, Dorothy Hughes, 

Cindy Gerlach, Ed Bowen, Mary Finley, Steve Hoffmann, Gale Charlotte 

and Ellen Gruenbaum. 
 

Some of the action items in November included: 
 

Congregational Systems Inventory - supported the recommendation from 

the Committee on Ministry (COM) to conduct an inventory that will 

assess seven key areas of our congregation:  strategy, authority, process, 

pastoral leadership, relatedness, lay leadership and learning.  Special 

thanks to Robin Poindexter, Noemi Ybarra and Gary Fowler from COM 

for presenting and answering inquiries at the board meeting. 

Endowment Matching Campaign - extended support to the Endowment 

Committee to apply for participation in a new Community Foundation 

Agency Matching campaign.  Meant to be kicked off in early 2012, the 

Community Foundation will be matching “new” endowment 

contributions..... for every $4 raised in new gifts the foundation will 

match $1.   Thanks to Cheryl Fowler and Janice Kritchevsky for 

assuring our congregation is being considered. 

Stewardship Campaign 2012  - endorsed the continuation of the pledge 

drive in order to reach for additional pledges to meet our campaign goal 

of $246, 665.  This pledge goal is 20% higher than last year...and truly 

reflects the funds needed to carry out our mission. There is “no fluff” in 

the proposed budget and no reliance on savings to meet short-falls so 

adjustments to match a lower campaign total would be painful.  
 

So if you haven’t had the chance to make a pledge yet...do so now...it’s 

never too late to make a contribution.  And if you can add to a pledge 

already made....do so now.  There are pledge cards in the church office 

with Karin Bergman or contact Cheryl Fowler at 

cherylafowler@gmail.com or 765-427-5531 or Laura Geiger-Reed at 

laura.lbg@gmail.com or 765-838-0339. 
 

It’s an exciting time for us...we’re making a difference in the lives of 

youth, our community and our world...so let’s dig deep and commit 

the resources needed for continuing the important work of bringing 

liberal religious services, education and voice to our community.  Let’s 

do it “Standing Together.”   In gratitude, 
      Suzan Windnagel 
      President, Board of Trustees 
 

The next Board Meeting takes place on Tuesday, December 15 at 6:30 pm in Rooms 101/103. 
Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the 

Board of Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns. 
 

The next Congregational Meeting takes place on Sunday, December 11, 2011 
following service at noon the sanctuary 

to vote on the 2012 budget.  Child care will be provided. 
Please plan to attend as a 25% quorum signed members is necessary to vote. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
Last Sunday in Children’s Chapel during the time traditionally used for 

joys and concerns, children were invited to share one thing they were 

grateful for—some enthusiastically wanted to share several things!  

Sandwiched in between acknowledging things we have to be thankful for 

in our lives and participating in a couple of activities to demonstrate 

working together and important things to remember when helping one 

another (like asking what would be good, not just assuming we already 

know), we discussed the reasons for the Guest At Our Table boxes-  most 

simply, to remember to be thankful for all we have and try to help others 

who don’t have some of the basic things we tend to take for granted, like 

having clean water or being able to go to school versus needing to work to 

help support your family.   

 
In the coming weeks, there are opportunities for all of us to experience the 

joys of  being part of this church family and in helping to care for our 

church and the larger community.  Specific to the religious education 

program is the “Jubilee Tree” and the Holiday pageant. During the Time 

For All Ages portion of the service on December 4, we will decorate the 

“Jubilee Tree,” which will be set up in the front of the sanctuary on the 

stage, with mittens, gloves, hats, or a small unwrapped stocking stuffer.  

The items from the tree will be donated to Lafayette Urban Ministries for 

the Jubilee Christmas project sponsored by this church, and are in lieu of 

selling the jarred soup and baking mixes done for our Religious Education 

holiday service project in past years.  Families or individuals without 

children are encouraged to participate as well.  A collection basket will be 

available in the narthex for folks who wish to contribute but don’t 

necessarily want to come forward during the Time For All Ages  portion of 

the service. 

 
During our regular service time on December 18, with the support of their 

teachers and parents, the children and youth of our church will present 

their gift to the congregation by performing  an adapted version of The 

Chosen Child, written by UU minister, Greg Chute.  In the coming weeks  

you might catch glimpses of us working hard to create costumes, design 

props, and practice our songs and lines.  As the excitement and joy builds, 

hopefully our awareness of how lucky we all are to be a part of this 

wonderful church family will, too. 

 
Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call it a family.  Whatever 

you call it, whoever you are, you need one.    -Jane Howard 

 
P.S. A gentle reminder: Please send email correspondence to the 

dresheila@gmail.com address.  Thanks! 

 
See you in church, 

Sheila 

Celebrate the Holidays with Heifer! 

Worried about what to get the friend 

who has everything?  Want to 

acknowledge your loved ones 

without contributing to the 

commercialization of the season?  

Consider a contribution to the UU 

Youth Fill the Ark campaign for 

Heifer International!  Choose a 

meaningful gift that will help 

children and families around the 

world receive training and animal 

gifts that help them become self-

reliant.  For each gift donation you 

contribute to the UU Youth Fill the 

Ark campaign for Heifer 

International, we'll provide you with 

a greeting card featuring artwork by 

one of our youth that shares our 

goals for Heifer and tells your 

friends and family that you have 

honored them with a Heifer gift. And 

like all gifts made to the UU Church, 

your gift to our Heifer campaign is 

tax deductible. Select your gift of 

choice from this list: 
 

$5   — Flock of Chicks 

$10 — Trio of Rabbits 

$25 — Pig 

$50 — Sheep 

$75 — Camel 

$100+ — Heifer (that's a cow, 

folks!) 
 

Whether it's Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukkah, Blessed Solstice, 

or Yo Saturnalia, nothing says "I'm 

thinking of you" like a flock of 

chicks!  Please consider donating to 

the UU Youth Fill the Ark campaign 

for Heifer this holiday season.  Cash/

check accepted.  Please make checks 

out to Unitarian Universalist Church 

and designate Heifer in the memo 

line.  For questions or to place an 

order, contact Kat Braz, 532-9678 or 

kat@purdue.edu. 

mailto:dresheila@gmail.com
mailto:kat@purdue.edu


 

 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  STEWARDSHIP 

As of November 28, we have reached $186,032 

which is 75% of our $247,000 pledge goal. 

 
 Many thanks to those who have shown their 

commitment to the Unitarian Universalist Church by 

pledging their time, talent and money to our "Standing 

Together" Stewardship Campaign.   Funds raised will 

provide monies for our 2012 Operating Budget. 

 

 As of November 28, our congregation has pledged 

$186,032 which is 75% of our $247,000 pledge goal. 

There are still members and friends who have not had 

the opportunity to complete their pledge, and our 

Stewardship Committee is working to contact these 

folks. 

 

 If you have not received a call, or if you currently 

have your pledge card and would like to speak with 

someone, please contact Cheryl Fowler, 765-464-2907 

or Email cherylafowler@gmail.com 

 

 

Co-Chairs of the 

Stewardship Committee and Campaign: 

 

 Cheryl Fowler     Laura Geiger Reed 

 765-464-2907     765-838-0339 

cherylafowler@gmail.com laura.lbg@gmail.com 
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Money Matters : 

Highlights from the 

Congregational Meeting 

November 20, 2011 

 
The ideas for making money ranged from renting out our building 

more regularly to having a money-making event called Holy 

Spirits! (which involved making/tasting homebrews). 
 

Seriously...we were being creative about ways to increase 

revenue because our pledges as projected for 2012 will not meet 

the budget needed for staff and building expenditures expected.  

The shortfall will be $25-30,000. We're making such great strides 

as a congregation that we just must not make budget cuts that will 

push us backward.  So what does that mean to us individually?  If 

each active member added an ADDITIONAL pledge amount of 

$200 we would wipe out this projected deficit. 
 

We know that we want our liberal faith message to reach more 

and more people in the Greater Lafayette area.  To do that we 

need the continued support of staff and a sacred gathering place 

to accommodate us...our Meridian Street home. 
 

So now is the time...to pledge (or increase your 

pledge if you can) and to take advantage of the opportunities we 

have for raising funds.  Some of those other ideas were: 
 

 Using the Payless/Kroger Charitable Cards more extensively 

(see more information about how to get and use a card on pg. 

9 of this issue of the Lighted Chalice or contact Kirsten 

Reynolds kdreynol@purdue.edu) 
 

 Market our building more aggressively to outside groups/

individuals who can pay for full fee for rental space ( fee 

schedule is on our website).  Know a potential renter?  

Contact Cindy Gerlach, cjgerlach@gmail.com, or Karin 

Bergman at uuc@uulafayette.org) 
 

 If you donate to WBAA, do so through the church so that it 

does double duty as advertising dollars (contact at UUC is 

Martha Lempke mlempke@frontier.com) 

 

 Have 2-3 more fundraising events (with designated co-chairs) 

that will attract non-members (contact Suzan Windnagel at 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com) 

 

 Volunteer to get involved with the Membership 

Committee...we have capacity for many more members 

(contact Linda Prokopy at lprokopy@purdue.edu) 

 

No idea is too small or big, so jump right in with your ideas 

and energy!  One of the easiest ways is to call or email Karin 

Bergman, our church administrator.  She’ll know just who to 

connect you with to get things started!  765-743-8812 or 

uuc@uulafayette.org   Suzan Windnagel 
     Board President 

mailto:cherylafowler@gmail.com
mailto:cherylafowler@gmail.com
mailto:laura.lbg@gmail.com
mailto:kdreynol@purdue.edu
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
mailto:mlempke@frontier.com
mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
mailto:lprokopy@purdue.edu
mailto:uuc@uulafayette.org
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Thursday,  4:00 pm A/V Fellowship Groups (101/103) 

  5:30 pm Personnel Committee (106) 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:00 pm Zen (M) 

  6:30 pm PFLAG (102) 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

2 Friday, 5:00-9:00 pm ART FAIR! 

  6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

3 Saturday, 10:00 am-4:00 pm, ART FAIR! 

4 Sunday, Magazine Exchange 

  9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am  Worship 

  POTLUCK FOLLOWS SERVICE EACH FIRST SUNDAY 

5 Monday, 1:30 pm Writers' Group (106) 

6 Tuesday, 6:30 pm Program Council (101/103) 

7 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

8 Thursday, 5:30 pm Worship Committee (106) 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

9 Friday, 6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

10 Saturday, 10:00 am LUM JUBILEE CHRISTMAS! (FH) 

  10:00 am Herb Group (101/103) 

11 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am  Worship; CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOLLOWS 

  12:00 pm  UU Membership Class:  Spiritual Autobiography (106) 

14 Wednesday, Minister at HUUMA Meeting 

  12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

15 Thursday, NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  12:00 noon League of Women Voters Brown Bag Luncheon (FH)

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

16 Friday, 6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

18 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Worship:  Christmas Pageant 

19 Monday, 1:30 pm Writers' Group (106) 

20 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care  (106) 

  6:30 pm Board Meeting (3rd Tuesdays, 101/103) 

21 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group"(101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

22 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

24 Saturday, 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

25 Sunday, 9:00 am  Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Intergenerational Worship 

27 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry (106) 

28 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" 

31 Saturday, NEW YEAR’S EVE 

JANUARY 1, HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

 10:30 am Worship 

 

Note:  Rev. Davis is on vacation December 26 

through January 2 and returns to the office 

Tuesday, January 3. 

 

UNDER 

     OUR  ROOF 
 

Our deepest sympathies are 

extended to Beverly Seese and 

her family.  Beverly’s father, 

Eldon Hilkey Hoover, died 

peacefully on Thanksgiving 

morning in Modesto, 

California where he had lived with his wife and 5 daughters on their 

peach, walnut and almond farm for many years.  Preceded in death 

four years ago by his wife, Hazel, he was 96 years old.  His memorial 

service will be held December 3 at Modesto Church of the Brethren, 

where he had been a lifelong member. 

 

Martha Gipson's granddaughter lost her father the day before 

Thanksgiving.  Please remember Martha and her family during this 

very sad time. 

 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or news of 

illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further information 

regarding an announcement posted in this column, Please contact 

Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group at 765-743-0665.

     Linda LeMar, Chairperson, 
     Pastoral Care Group 

 

DECEMBER SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 4 

 Greeters:  Peggy Martin, Doug Paprocki, Nancy Patchen 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Doug Paprocki 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

DECEMBER 11 

 Greeters:  Amy French , Beth and Chris Garretson 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Linda Prokopy 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

DECEMBER 18 

 Greeters:  Amanda Estes, Kim Harden, Jackie Sloss 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Amanda Estes 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

  Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

 DECEMBER 25 

 Greeters:  Ed and Kathy Bowen, Kirsten Reynolds 

 Newcomers’ Table:  Kirsten Reynolds 

 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

 Coffee Ministry:  tba 

Calendar Highlights 
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CHANGE FOR CHANGE: 

Achieve! 

 
The Change for Change recipient in December, 

as in November, will be Achieve!, a new 

program of Lafayette Urban Ministry. 

 

Now in its second year, Achieve! is a stay-in-

school program for at-risk youth. The program 

offers weekly sessions that include tutoring, 

homework, and other activities similar to a 

church youth group.  

 

Currently there are two groups, one for 8th grade 

and one for 9th grade. As the youth advance 

through the program, a new grade will be added 

each year. Eventually, there will be five groups 

for youth, one for each grade level, 8th-12th. 

 

Participants who succeed in staying with the 

program and graduating from high school will 

receive a $2,000 scholarship for college. 

 

With abundant research showing that dropping 

out of high school can have devastating 

economic effects, LUM’s Achieve! Program will 

make a major positive difference in the lives of 

many Lafayette-area young people. 

 

The program is administered by one LUM staff 

person and a small army of volunteers.  If you 

are interested in volunteering, please contact 

LUM at 423-2691. 

 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE A BIG SUCCESS 

 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to Change 

for Change during the months of September and 

October. We collected $506.26 for Therapeion 

Therapeutic Riding Center! 

 

 

 
 
Note:  The theme for our 2011 Change for 

Change program is “Caring for Children.” 

Throughout the year all of the loose coins in the 

Sunday morning offering will be used to support 

programs in the community that help children. 
 
 

 Kaye McSpadden, 
   Change for Change Coordinator  for 2011 

The Social Justice Committee will next meet on Thursday, January 12 from 7

-8:30 pm in Room 101/103.  Everyone is welcome to join this active 

committee. 
Jean Tyner, Social Justice Committee Chairperson 

 

LUM JUBILEE CHRISTMAS! 
 

Lafayette Urban Ministry’s Jubilee Christmas is our community's largest 

Christmas assistance program. Each December, LUM member churches 

become Jubilee Toy Shops where low-income parents can select new toys 

and gift certificates for their children.  Families also receive food for the 

holiday meal and various household staples. Our Unitarian Universalist 

Church is a host site with support from The Church of the Brethren and The 

Society of Friends. 
 
 

Jubilee will be held Saturday, December 10 in the Fellowship Hall and 

Religious Education Wing beginning at 10:00 am 
 

Important!  Please remember that if you took a tag to buy a gift for a child, 

deliver the gift to room 212 
 

Gifts should be brought to the church by Sunday, December 4 (no later than  

Thursday, December 8 by 4:00 pm—we don’t want a child to be without a 

gift—).  Gifts will be stored in the DRE’s office until after the Art Fair 
 

Family hosts, greeters, kitchen crew and others with assigned jobs—please 

arrive on Saturday, December 10 between 9:15 and 9:30 a.m.  

Volunteers are still needed to: 

~Help set up on Friday evening, Dec. 9 at 7:00 pm. 

~Help on the morning of Jubilee, Saturday, Dec. 10, as gift 

 wrappers, greeters or kitchen crew and to help clean up after Jubilee 
 

Many thanks to all who have brought gifts to enrich the lives of community 

families who may otherwise have been without.  If you would like to be 

involved in Jubilee, please let Sallie Cooke (salliec@frontier.com) or Jean 

Tyner (jeantyner@comcast.net) know right away.  Thank you! 
 

 
GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 

 

 Guest at Your Table is an annual tradition in which congregation 

members take home a box featuring people that the Unitarian Universalist 

Service Commission (UUSC) has worked with recently. These people are 

your "guests," and you are asked to share your blessings with them. As you 

give to your guests, you can learn about them by reading the Stories of Hope 

booklet. 

 Guest at Your Table has been an important part of UUSC and UU culture 

since 1975, when it first began. The program made its UUSC debut 

following a trip made by Warren Salinger, then UUSC administrator, to the 

Netherlands where he was inspired by a program, Gast aan Tafel, which 

educated supporters about an organization's work while raising vital funds. 

The program used colorful boxes that the whole family could enjoy. Salinger 

immediately began working with UUSC staff to adapt the idea for use in UU 

homes nation-and-worldwide.  Each year since 1975 the Guest at Your Table 

program has grown, strengthening UU connections to our shared principles 

and helping to challenge injustice throughout the world. Nearly every UU 

congregation in the United States participates in this tradition, raising more 

funds and memberships each year to support UUSC's mission than any other 

initiative. 

 By celebrating Guest at Your Table in our congregation, we help to 

nurture a spirit of gratitude, justice, equity, and compassion in human 

relations. Guest at Your Table fosters understanding and awareness of 

UUSC's human-rights work. Guest at Your Table boxes were distributed to 

the congregation November 13 and will be collected at the Intergenerational 

Service on Sunday, December 18, when the children’s holiday pageant, “The 

Chosen Child,” is presented. 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 

mailto:salliec@frontier.com
mailto:jeantyner@comcast.net
http://www.uusc.org/myguests
http://www.uusc.org/files/2011-2012_Stories-of-Hope-Booklet.pdf
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

 

Heartland District Assembly 

March 31 - April 1, 2012 
Lansing Community College 

Lansing, MI 

 

"Torn Between Fuzzy Aspirations and Hard Realities"… 

 

 This year we are pleased and honored to present The Reverend 

Dr. Mark Morrison-Reed as our keynoter for our District 

Assembly March 31-April 1. Mark writes this about his keynote: 
 

 There is a surprising, and painful, truth behind Unitarian 

Universalist efforts to become more racially and culturally 

diverse. This truth must begin with taking an honest look at who 

we are and why we are who we are, and it ends in a conundrum 

but not without hope. If UUs really want to change, accepting 

the truth is the only place to start. Torn between our reality and 

our aspirations what are we to do? This presentation considers 

why achieving diversity is challenging, but also talks about 
which congregations became successfully diverse and how. 
 

 Mark's presentation will be part of our look at what it means to 

be UUs committed to living in a world transformed, multi-
cultural, multi-generational, multi-racial, and many other multi's. 

Our weekend together should be the perfect lead in to this year's 

Justice General Assembly in Phoenix, Arizona, in June. We hope 

to have a workshop based on the UUA's "Common Read" for 

2012, and have time to discuss immigration issues that arise here 

in our Heartland. 

             UU Heartland District Office 

YOUNG ADULTS’ FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP, 5-7PM 

Hanging out with Rev. Charlie 
 

Rev. Charlie has noticed an increase in the number of young adults (18-

35ish) visiting the UU Church.  He would like to get to know you better and 

help you get acquainted with the congregation.  Beginning in January, each 

Friday unless otherwise noted (after work or after class), come to the UU 

Church, 333 Meridian Street, West Lafayette.  Rev. Charlie will bring 

snacks and soda. You may bring the beverage (non-alcoholic) of your own 

choice.  There is no formal agenda, just a chance to relax and enjoy each 

others company. 

 

BUILDING COMMITTEE THANK YOUS! 
 

Many thanks to the following people:  Frank Helms for replacing tiles, 

Mark French for fixing bathroom fixtures, Mark Van Meeter for electrical 

installs, Tom McConville for building repairs and Christine Schertz for 

continued de-cluttering efforts. JoAnn Darling,, 
 Building Committee Chairperson 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL USE 
 

Please be sure all chairs in the Fellowship Hall are put away in the end-

closet after use.  We have hired a temporary cleaning service and it is cost 

prohibitive to have them moving furniture out of the way.  Four tables may 

be left standing out, but no chairs.  Thank you! 

 

CHURCH SCHEDULING 
 

Please remember to schedule all in-church meetings with the church office 

so that activities get onto the web-based calendar. People have called 

requesting information regarding several meetings of late which haven’t 

been scheduled and we’ve been unable to provide information to those 

inquiring.  Thank you. 

 

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO & UU ADVERTISING 
 

You might be hearing on the local public radio station that "Support for 

WBAA comes from the Unitarian Universalist Church."  That is thanks to 

fellow members of the congregation who made their contributions to WBAA 

do double duty by being routed through the church. And you could make it 

happen again! A check in the collection basket with WBAA written on the 

memo line would be collected in a special fund. Small donations 

appreciated, monthly giving especially. When sufficient funds have 

accumulated, the Publicity Committee uses that money to purchase a block 

of sponsorship slots on the radio. WBAA gets the same amount in the end, 

while we get to put our name before the public and help remind people 

where we are. So when you get that pledge drive letter or hear that radio 

plea, please consider the benefits of double dipping. If you have any 

questions, please ask!  Martha Lempke, 
    Publicity Committee 
 

THE EASY WAY TO EARN MONEY FOR UUC 

AT PAYLESS/KROGER 
 

Cards are available at the Newcomers Table every Sunday or by contacting 

Kirsten Reynolds, kdreynol@purdue.edu. 
 

How does it work? 
 

Get a Kroger/Payless Gift Card at UUC 

Stop at the Customer Service desk at any Payless to “re-charge” the card: 

~You can recharge your card for ANY amount up to $500. 

~Pay for the recharged card with cash, check or major credit card 

Use the card for all your purchases 

When the balance is low or zero, just stop by the service desk again 
 

Each time UUC reaches $5,000 in recharges, Kroger/Payless will send a 

check to us for 3% of all recharges ($200). 
 

In 2011 we expect to received about $1300 in “free” money from this 

program.  If we all use the cards regularly we’ll blow the doors off that in 

2012! 

mailto:kdreynol@purdue.edu


 

 

 
Long-time members of the congregation will remember we used to have a standing committee called Long-Range Planning that 

was central to setting the goals for our congregation.  That committee has not been active for a few years and I am pleased to 

announce it is re-born as the Strategic Planning Committee.  We had our first meeting in October and hope to have several 

events for the congregation after the holidays.  This article is intended to introduce you to the new committee and our goals. 

 

For many years the main long-term goal of our congregation was to find a better space that was big enough for our programs 

and our dreams. We accomplished that goal but then almost immediately needed to search for a new minister and then a new 

DRE.  Having accomplished all those tasks, it is appropriate now that we take stock of our situation and decide what should be 

the next steps for our congregation.  How can we best make use of the space we now have?  Where do we want our leaders to 

take us?   

 

These questions are best answered by engaging each other in the development of a long-range plan that proposes specific goals 

for each part of our congregational program, with the short-term and the long-term steps necessary to reach those goals.  As in 

the past, this kind of planning document can be a major aid in the budget process for the church. Each year we can look at the 

existing plan to see what new steps need funding and what new ideas can be incorporated.  The emphasis on developing both 

short-term and long-term goals is the reason for the committee name change.  “Long Range Planning” doesn’t seem to remind 

people of the guidance such a process can give us in the near term as well as the future. 

 

We anticipate starting our activity in January with a fun activity – a workshop to develop a slogan for our church.  This is a 

(mostly) painless way of thinking about our existing mission and vision statements and whether they apply to us now.  We have 

already rejected one slogan jokingly suggested by Irene Stevens:  “Enough about UU, I want to talk about ME, ME.”  Stay after 

church and see if we can do better than that. 

 

Later in the church year, we will be sending some materials from previous planning to each of our church’s program areas. 

These include the Provocative Proposals from 3 years ago and the goals in the old long-range plan.  We will ask each program 

group and committee to think about and revise those materials. The whole congregation will have opportunities to comment on 

the updated proposals.  If all goes well, we can put these pieces together into a new Strategic Plan in time to propose new budg-

et initiatives for the next pledge drive and budget process. 

 

If you are interested in participating, the committee is open to new members. Contact any of our existing committee members 

and “resource people”:  Don and Ruth Ann Ferris, Frank Arnold, Ellen Gruenbaum, Suzan Windnagel, Fritz Smith, Rev. Char-

lie, and myself. 

 
 

     Barny Dunning 
     Strategic Planning Committee Chairperson 

ERIC AND JANICE THIEL 
 

Eric and Janice were raised as Lutherans, but left the church before they were married. When their children were old enough they began searching for a 

new religious home – one where they could think freely and have room to breathe. As soon as Janice saw the covenant at the UU church, she knew she’d 

found the right place. 
 

Eric has lived in Lafayette since 1960, after spending his first ten years in the south Chicago/Gary region. Janice came to Purdue in 1968 from her home 

on a dairy farm in St. Leon, Indiana, where she grew up in a log cabin with no plumbing. 
 

They met during the anti-war takeover of the Purdue Memorial Union in the spring of 1969. Janice was one of the 229 people arrested during that protest. 

Eric was arrested later in the summer (for flag desecration and trespassing), and they married in the fall.  
 

A college dropout, Eric currently works as a Systems Administrator for the Purdue Technical Assistance Program. Janice, who holds both a BA in psy-

chology and an RN degree from Purdue, describes herself as a  “lady of leisure.” 
 

Janice enjoys singing and reading. Eric likes playing guitar, messing around with computers, and stargazing. They’re both hiking and canoeing enthusi-

asts.  
 

Both Eric and Janice have served on the Board of Trustees (including multiple stints as President). Eric has served on the Building Committee and Fi-

nance Committee, organized the House Band, run the sound system, and delivered numerous lay sermons. Janice has taught several classes through the 

Adult Religious Education program, served on the Building and the Worship Committee, sung with the choir and House Band, and worked on the news-

letter. 
 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP 
 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

VISION 2011-2012 

 

The Membership Committee’s vision for 2011-2012 is to nurture and support members through all stages of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this vision we would like to encourage the entire church to participate in growing and sustaining our congre-

gation. 

 

 
MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 

The Membership Committee is composing biographies of every church member, placed each month on the Membership bulletin 

board and then published in the newsletter.  As new biographies are added to the membership board, old biographies will be 

“archived” in a scrapbook in the library. 

 
New members will be a priority for biographies so we can get to know our newest congregants quickly. Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, we’ll also be publishing biographies of “old” members. 

 
We feature the biography of members Eric and Janice Thiel in this issue of the newsletter.  Many thanks to Josh Prokopy for writ-

ing the biographies. 

 

 Linda Prokopy 
 Membership Chairperson 
 

Second Sunday MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 
 

The Membership Committee and Rev. Charlie Davis continue to offer a series of Second Sunday Sessions intended to help everyone learn more about 
our Unitarian Universalist Church!  Courses are offered throughout church year at noon with snacks served in each class.  Our next session, “Writing 

Your Spiritual Biography,” will be held December 11 at 12:00 in Room 106. 
 

The following three sessions are  offered on a rotating basis: 
 

UU HISTORY 101:  This class will cover topics such as: How did this denomination get to where it is today and how did Unitarian Christianity and 

Universalist Christianity evolve into the free religion we have today?  By reviewing some of the controversies of the past we see how they shape our 

present.  Intended for everyone new and old to UU congregations! 
 

EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP:  Learn more about the history of our UU church and what it means to be a member. This course is intended for visitors 

who are interested in learning more about membership. 
 

WRITING YOUR SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY:  What gifts have you kept from your religious heritage? What have you discarded? How do you 

wish to  improve yourself and the world?  Come explore and share your stories with others. By speaking our truth and listening to others, we can 

deepen the meaning of community.  Intended for everyone! 

Our Covenant 
 

Love is the spirit 

of this church 

and service 

is its law. 

This is our covenant: 

to dwell together 

in peace, 

to seek the truth  

in love, 

and to help 

one another. 
 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 

is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth 

through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 

Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and 

work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 
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