
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

Sunday Service & Religious Education Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

  UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE INDIANA November 2011 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Martin Patchen and Tom McConville. 
 

November 6: James F. Leary, Ph. D., Purdue University School of Veterinary Medicine Endowed Professor 

 of Nanomedicine; Professor of Basic Medical Sciences & Biomedical Engineering, Birck 

 Nanotechnology Center, presents How Do We Know What is Really True? 
November: 13 Sorin A. Matei, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Communication, Purdue University, presents  
 Why and How the 80/20 Rule Still Matters in the World of Twitter and Wikipedia. 
November: 20 Lynn Holland, UU Church Member and Purdue School of Nursing Writer/Editor, presents 

 Journey to Mongolia. 

November: 27  Allison Edberg, Publicist for the Lafayette Symphony Orchestra, presents The Lafayette 
    Symphony. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM 

THE LIGHTED CHALICE 

  

 

 

 
NOVEMBER 6 

“TIPPECANOE AND 

THANKSGIVING TOO” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Noland 

May the 200th anniversary of 

the Battle of Tippecanoe remind 

us that our blessings are linked 

to an genocidal history. Perhaps 

we are more Blessed than we 

deserve. 

 

NOVEMBER 13 

“GIVE THANKS FOR THE 

HANDS THAT FEED US” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Ellen Germann-Melosh 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Carl Seese 

European Americans betrayed 

the hospitality that Native 

Americans offered us and now 

many refuse to extend 

hospitality to immigrant food 

workers. Let us understand how 

all people are connected. 
 

NOVEMBER 20 

“UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALISTS AND 

THANKSGIVING” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Gail Davis 

 

 

 
Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Suzan Windnagel 

First parish in Plymouth 

Massachusetts is a Unitarian 

Universalist congregation. We 

are linked to the pilgrims. How 

did these religious zealots 

become religious liberals? 
 

NOVEMBER 20, 7:00 PM 

“INTERFAITH 

THANKSGIVING 

SERVICE” 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Gail Davis 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Suzan Windnagel 

We join with our neighboring 

faiths to express gratitude. 

Please bring non-perishable 

food to donate to Food Finders. 
 

NOVEMBER 27 

“NAMING OUR 

BLESSINGS” 

Worship Leader:  Kat Braz 

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Kevin Sondgeroth 

In the midst of a hectic holiday 

season we may often feel pulled 

in too many directions. It is 

important to pause and take 

note of our blessings. Members 

and friends of the congregation 

will share thoughts and 

reflections on things for which 

they are truly grateful. 

MINISTERS MUSINGS: 

I Love Thanksgiving  

 I love Thanksgiving. It comes in bleak November. Between the glory 

of autumn leaves and the beauty of new fallen snow, I need a holiday.  

While the trees are bare, I enjoy a table full of food.  But the holiday 

means more than gluttony to me. Remember the legend of the Plymouth 

Thanksgiving when the Wampanoag people helped European pilgrims 

survive their first winter, then celebrate their first harvest. That celebration 

had everything. It was an interfaith, multicultural feast. 
 How sad that within a generation, the genocide of Native Americans 

began. The annihilation continued for centuries.  Perhaps that is why 

football became part of the holiday. George Carlin described football as a 

variation of European ground acquisition warfare. First down, Atlantic 

coast and New England to go. The fighting pioneers marched through 

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, the Dakotas and Idaho to the end zone at the Pacific 

coast.  Because of this history, my Thanksgiving begins with solemn 

remembrance.  The blessings I receive today are linked to atrocities that 

my ancestors committed.  This is particularly true this year on the 200th 

anniversary of the Battle of Tippecanoe.  People were killed or removed 

from this land in order for others to inherit its riches.  European Americans 

learned to grow corn from Native Americans.  Let each kernel we eat 

remind us that we are more blessed than we deserve. 

 We should be mindful of all the food we eat.  Let us give thanks to 

the hands that pick the crops and load the trucks.  Many Americans fear

the Mexicans who have migrated to this country.  Alabama recently passed 

strict anti-immigration laws.  As a result, many Mexicans have left the

 state and farm owners are having trouble finding someone to harvest the crops. 
  Additionally the meat packing industry relies heavily on immigrant labor.  

Let us extend hospitality to the strangers in our land, for it is their hands 

that feed us.  

 In addition to being multicultural, may our celebration be interfaith. 

Western monotheism, eastern mysticism, earth centered spirituality, and 

scientific realism each have a pathway to grace.  We thank a god or gods. 

We honor the earth.  We celebrate the technology that allows us to harvest 

food.  It is important to remember that what we have is not ours alone.  We 

should share instead of being selfish.  What we have been given is larger 

than any of our understandings.  We should share our various perspectives 

and share all the gifts that people bring to the table. 

 I love Thanksgiving.  Not only for what it has been, but for what it 

can be; an interfaith, multicultural festival of sharing. 
   The Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 
   Unitarian Universalist Church333 Meridian Street ,West Lafayette, IN 
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Newsletter articles are now due on the 
3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 
 

December 2011 Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, November 17, 5:00 pm 
Articles received after that time will be 
included in the January issue. 
E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

“Newsletter” in subject box or place items 
in Admin. Assistant mailbox, Room 106. 

 The board meeting in October had fortunate timing...several members enjoyed the 

Stewardship Wine (and sparkling cider) & Cheese reception that was held just before our 

meeting.  It was all focused on celebrating those who have already made a pledge of 

support for the upcoming 2012 Standing Together operating year.  Thank you Cheryl 

Fowler, Laura Geiger-Reed and Mike Reed for a special event! 
 

 It was such a lovely gathering filled with stories, laughter and caring.  The sense of 

community can be heard, seen and felt all around our Meridian home these days.  It was 

common that night to hear people saying how grateful they were for the sense of 

belonging they feel here...how welcome they feel.  If you haven’t been to a Community 

Building activity yet and but don’t know what might be available please contact Cheryl or 

Laura. 
 

 The community spirit of the gathering carried into the board meeting and we had 

another productive session as your governing board.  A real focus right now is on assuring 

“the basics” at the church are well supported by the Board.  It’s critical for our sustained 

success but I’ll admit, not necessarily exciting work.  You know, it is always more 

invigorating to make plans to build a house, argue with the contractor and celebrate by 

moving in.  Then comes the regular maintenance, paint touch-ups and running the 

sweeper.  Kinda boring at times but necessary...and it still gives you a workout. 
 

 So we manage to keep things lively and interesting...even during months of calm 

contemplation.  Last meeting included... 
 

 Board & minister covenants - Ed Bowen and Rev. Charlie are drafting new 

documents for consideration next month.  The goal is for the covenant and responsibilities 

list to better communicate our intentions, thus becoming a key resource for new board 

members (and those of us who need a refresher periodically!) 
 Committee membership & formation - we continue to give time & focus to 

matching church committee needs with talented members/friends.  We’re pleased that a 

public relations team is forming with special emphasis on social media such as the 

website.  And the Safety and Emergency Preparedness Team formed just two months ago 

is making exemplary progress.  Thank you Sheila Garrett, Amy French, Robin Poindexter, 

Jackie Sloss, Sherry Tripodi & Noemi Ybarra!  You’ll hear more from them about how 

we can all participate in creating and maintaining a safe gathering space.  Beth Misner is 

getting the Service Auction team going (yeah) and we’re funneling names to her as well 

so the work is evened out and fun! 
 Financial picture - we’re staying tuned into our income and expenses.  We know that 

the end of the year often brings pledge payments that catch us up from the slower summer 

season.  We have our eye on it :). 
 Leadership - we’re pleased to begin work with Nominating Committee Chair, 

Christine Schertz and committee members Mark VanMeeter and Joan Marshall to update 

board job descriptions and talk about leadership development needs.  It’s critical that we 

accurately describe our “jobs” while offering opportunities for members to develop the 

skills and knowledge to step into leadership roles when the time is right for her/him and 

the church.  Being in a leadership role is its own type of ministry and can be an amazing 

part of the spiritual journey. 
 

Please know you can join us at a board meeting anytime.  Our next meeting is Tues. 

November 15th at 6:30 pm - Rm. 101/103 at UUC. 
       All the best, 
       Suzan Windnagel 
       President, Board of Trustees 

The next Board Meeting takes place on Tuesday, November 15 at 6:30 pm in Rooms 101/103. 
Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the 

Board of Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns. 
 

The next Congregational Meeting takes place on Sunday, November 20, 2011 
following service at noon the sanctuary 

to vote on the 2012 budget.  Child care will be provided. 
Please plan to attend as a 25% quorum signed members is necessary to vote. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

As our hearts and minds turn towards the season of Thanksgiving, I've 

recently had the personal experience of having blessings (yes, plural!) 

that  came in disguise, because only the "challenge" part was apparent at 

first.  It’s been true in my life and perhaps yours, too, that oftentimes the 

most challenging episodes in life are also the ones where the most is gained- 

in education, compassion, love, and gratitude.  With these thoughts in mind, 

I share with you this essay: 
 

WELCOME TO HOLLAND 
 

Emily Perl Kingsley 
 

 I am often asked to describe the experience of raising a child with a disability - to 

try to help people who have not shared that unique experience to understand it, to 

imagine how it would feel. It's like this... 
 When you're going to have a baby, it's like planning a fabulous vacation trip - to 

Italy. You buy a bunch of guide books and make your wonderful plans. The Coliseum. 

The Michelangelo David. The gondolas in Venice. You may learn some handy phrases 

in Italian. It's all very exciting. 
 After months of eager anticipation, the day finally arrives. You pack your bags and 

off you go. Several hours later, the plane lands. The stewardess comes in and says, 

"Welcome to Holland." 
 "Holland?!?" you say. "What do you mean Holland?? I signed up for Italy! I'm 

supposed to be in Italy. All my life I've dreamed of going to Italy." 
 But there's been a change in the flight plan. They've landed in Holland and there 

you must stay. 
 The important thing is that they haven't taken you to a horrible, disgusting, filthy 

place, full of pestilence, famine and disease. It's just a different place. 
 So you must go out and buy new guide books. And you must learn a whole new 

language. And you will meet a whole new group of people you would never have met. 
 It's just a different place. It's slower-paced than Italy, less flashy than Italy. But after 

you've been there for a while and you catch your breath, you look around.... and you 

begin to notice that Holland has windmills....and Holland has tulips. Holland even has 

Rembrandts. 
 But everyone you know is busy coming and going from Italy... and they're all 

bragging about what a wonderful time they had there. And for the rest of your life, you 

will say "Yes, that's where I was supposed to go. That's what I had planned." 
 And the pain of that will never, ever, ever, ever go away... because the loss of that 

dream is a very very significant loss. 
 But...if you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn't get to Italy, you may 

never be free to enjoy the very special, the very lovely things...about Holland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May we all recognize and appreciate the opportunities that bless 

our lives. 
 

 

See you in church, 

Sheila 

Celebrate the Holidays with Heifer! 

Worried about what to get the friend 

who has everything?  Want to 

acknowledge your loved ones 

without contributing to the 

commercialization of the season?  

Consider a contribution to the UU 

Youth Fill the Ark campaign for 

Heifer International!  Choose a 

meaningful gift that will help 

children and families around the 

world receive training and animal 

gifts that help them become self-
reliant.  For each gift donation you 

contribute to the UU Youth Fill the 

Ark campaign for Heifer 

International, we'll provide you with 

a greeting card featuring artwork by 

one of our youth that shares our 

goals for Heifer and tells your 

friends and family that you have 

honored them with a Heifer gift. And 

like all gifts made to the UU Church, 

your gift to our Heifer campaign is 

tax deductible. Select your gift of 

choice from this list: 
 

$5   — Flock of Chicks 
$10 — Trio of Rabbits 
$25 — Pig 
$50 — Sheep 
$75 — Camel 
$100+ — Heifer (that's a cow, 

folks!) 
 
Whether it's Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukkah, Blessed Solstice, 

or Yo Saturnalia, nothing says "I'm 

thinking of you" like a flock of 

chicks!  Please consider donating to 

the UU Youth Fill the Ark campaign 

for Heifer this holiday season.  Cash/

check accepted.  Please make checks 

out to Unitarian Universalist Church 

and designate Heifer in the memo 

line.  For questions or to place an 

order, contact Kat Braz. 



 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN FOR 2011 
 

STANDING TOGETHER 
 

As of October 24th, 43 households have pledged 

$130,903 accounting for 47% of our $276,465 goal. 

 
During the month of October, several community building events 

took place where there was the chance to talk about “what the UUC 

means to me” and to complete a pledge card. 
 
On Tuesday, October 18, from 5:30 – 6:30 pm, the Mid-Campaign 

Reception was held to thank those who had completed their pledge 

and also those who planned to pledge!  Simple hors d’oeuvres, wine, 

iced tea, and sparkling cider were shared along with background 

music, conversation and laughter.  This was a relaxing community 

building opportunity which will be repeated! 
 

Upcoming opportunities to develop relationships with 
those in our church community: 

 
 Movie “Win – Win” on Sunday, October 30th in Room 

101/103 at 3:00 pm 
 Stay after Forum for Conversation, Fruit and Mark Van 

Meeter’s Famous Baked Goods!  Sunday, November 6th at 

10:00 am in Room 101/103 
 Family Gathering With Kids being planned by Laura 

Geiger Reed 
 Gathering being planned by Ed Bowen 

 

Let’s all stand together with others from the UU Church.  If you have 

any questions please let us know. 

 

Co-Chairs of the Stewardship Committee and Campaign: 

 Cheryl Fowler    Laura Geiger Reed 
      

4 

Money 
 

Matter 
 
 

With seventy-five percent of the “operating” 

year behind us - how are we doing 

financially? 
 
It’s tight -  with income running about 7 

percentage points lower than planned.  At 

the same time, expenses have been kept 

lower than planned by 4 percentage 

points.  Still a disparity but a smaller deficit 

than it could be.  
 
Thank you to committees and staff for your 

prudence.  And if you gave a little more in 

the collection plate recently...thank you!  We 

have a wonderful congregation so it’s a 

good investment! 
 
We can certainly look for ways to boost 

income over the coming months & 

years.  One idea is to have a Revenue Squad 

active year round implementing ideas for 

non-pledge income.  There are lots of ways 

to connect our mission and community 

building activities to such 

endeavors...creating meaning, fun and 

friendship while supporting our operational 

needs. 
 
Do you have that entrepreneurial gene that 

helps turn ideas into money for a good 

cause?  Consider joining the R-Squad by 

emailing Suzan at:  
 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 
A last note - typically pledge payments are 

“caught up” in the last quarter and that 

will be important to see again this year. 
 
Not sure what your balance is toward the 

Nourish What You Cherish pledge you made 

for 2011? Contact Assistant Treasurer, Steve 

Hoffmann for an updated pledge statement. 

mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

 

 
 
 

 
1 Tuesday, 6:30 pm Program Council (101/103) 
2 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 
  7:00 pm Choir (S) 
3 Thursday, 5:00 pm CSA (FH) 
  5:30 pm Personnel Committee (106) 
  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 
  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 
4 Friday, 6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 
5 Saturday, 9:00 am, Stand Down, Veterans Assistance Day, 

  Central Presbyterian 

  10:00 am Natural Parenting Education Network of 

   Greater Lafayette Craft Fair (FH) 
6 Sunday, Magazine Exchange 
  9:00 am Forum (101/103) 
  10:30 am  Worship 

  Thanksgiving Theme POTLUCK Following service, FH 

  3:00 pm  Social Justice Movie: “The People Speak,” 101/103 

7 Monday,1:30 pm Writers' Group (106) 
8 Tuesday, 6 :30 pm, Teachers Meeting (Youth Classroom) 
9 Wednesday, Minister at HUUMA Meeting 
  12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 
  7:00 pm Choir (S) 
  7:00 pm Finance Committee (101/103) 
10 Thursday, 5:30 pm Worship Committee (106) 
  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 
11 Friday, 5:00 pm Young Adult Happy Hour with Rev. Charlie (106) 
  6:00 pm Membership Committee (212) 
  7:30 pm, Michael Lewis CD Release Concert: 

   The Natural World (S, FH) 
13 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 
  10:30 am Worship & RE 
  12:00 pm Fiber Arts Group (101/103) 
  12:00 pm UU Exploring Membership Class (106) 
  2:00 pm Church-wide Shower/Adoption Finalization Party for 

  Beth & Chris Garretson 

15 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care  (106) 
  6:30 pm Board Meeting (3rd Tuesdays, 101/103) 
16 Wednesday, 12:00 PM "The Principled Group"(101/103) 
  7:00 pm Choir (S) 
17 Thursday, Newsletter Deadline 

  12:00 pm, League of Women Voters 
   Lunch Series (FH) 
  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 
  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 
20 Sunday, 9:00 am  Forum (101/103) 
  10:30 am  Worship & RE 

  4:00 pm Interfaith Thanksgiving 

22 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry (106) 
23 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 
24 Thursday, THANKSGIVING DAY!  Office Closed 
25 Friday, Office Closed 
27 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 
  10:30 am Worship & RE 
30 Wednesday, 12:00 PM "The Principled Group"(101/103) 
  7:00 pm Choir (S) 
DECEMBER 2 & 3, Friday-Saturday 

 Holiday Art Fair See back page for details 

UNDER 

     OUR  ROOF 
Lisa Pantea's mother, Mary 

Pantea, has moved to West 

Lafayette from the Lake 

Michigan area.  She is now 

residing at University Place.  

Please join me in welcoming 

her to our community! 
 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or news of 

illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further information 

regarding an announcement posted in this column, Please contact 

Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group.  

   Linda LeMar, Chairperson, 
     Pastoral Care Group 

 

OCTOBER SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS’ TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 6 

 Greeters:  Dorothy Hughes, Doug Paprocki, Jackie Sloss 
 Newcomers’ Table:  Doug Paprocki 
 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 Coffee Ministry:  Linda Prokopy &Nancy Patchen 
 
NOVEMBER 13 

 Greeters:  Amy French , Peggy Martin, Nancy Patchen  
 Newcomers’ Table:  Nancy Patchen  
 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 Coffee Ministry:  Amber Hussain & Michael Lewis 

 
NOVEMBER 20 
 Greeters:  Ed & Kathy Bowen, Kim Harden 
 Newcomers’ Table:  Kim Harden 
 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
  Coffee Ministry:  Randy & Lorraine Myer 

 
NOVEMBER 27 
 Greeters:  Amanda Estes, Beth and Chris Garretson 
 Newcomers’ Table:  Amanda Estes 
 Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 
 Coffee Ministry:  Lisa Pantea 

Calendar Highlights 
ovember 

YOUNG ADULT HAPPY HOUR FRIDAYS, 5-7PM 

Hanging out with Rev. Charlie 
 

Rev. Charlie has noticed an increase in the number of young adults 

(18-35ish) visiting the UU Church.  He would like to get to know you 

better and help you get acquainted with the congregation.  

On  Fridays beginning November 11 (after work or after class), come 

to the UU Church, 333 Meridian Street, West Lafayette.  Rev. Charlie 

will bring snacks and soda. You may bring the beverage of your own 

choice.  Nov. 11 we will meet in Room 106; on other Fridays in 

Room 101/103.  There is no formal agenda, just a chance to relax and 

enjoy each others company. 
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CHANGE FOR CHANGE:  Achieve! 
 

 The Change for Change recipient in November and 

December will be Achieve!, a new program of Lafayette 

Urban Ministry.    
 Now in its second year, Achieve! is a stay-in-school 

program for at-risk youth. The program offers weekly 

sessions that include tutoring, homework, and other activities 

similar to a church youth group.  
 Currently there are two groups, one for 8th grade and one 

for 9th grade. As the youth advance through the program, a 

new grade will be added each year. Eventually, there will be 

five groups for youth, one for each grade level, 8th-12th. 
 Participants who succeed in staying with the program and 

graduating from high school will receive a $2,000 scholarship 

for college. 
 With abundant research showing that dropping out of 

high school can have devastating economic effects, LUM’s 

Achieve! Program will make a major positive difference in 

the lives of many Lafayette-area young people. 
 The program is administered by one LUM staff person 

and a small army of volunteers.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact LUM at 423-2691  
 

Note:  The theme for our 2011 Change for Change program 

is “Caring for Children.” Throughout the year all of the 

loose coins in the Sunday morning offering will be used to 

support programs in the community that help children. 
 
 

Kaye McSpadden, Change for Change Coordinator  for 2011 

The Social Justice Committee will meet on Thursday, November 10 from 

7-8:30 pm in Room 101/103.  Everyone is welcome to join this active 

committee. 
Jean Tyner, Social Justice Committee Chairperson 

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE DONATION TO 

FAMILY PROMISE 

Thanks to everyone who participated in Change for Change in July and 

August. We are happy to report that these collections resulted in a 

donation of $498.70 to Family Promise. 
Kaye McSpadden, for Social Justice Committee 

 
LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRY 

LUM’s Christmas Jubilee will be held at the UU Church on Saturday, 

December 10.  We will be asking for toy donations and help with 

volunteer tasks throughout the month of November.  Stay tuned for 

details!  Jean Tyner and Sallie Cooke are this year’s LUM Christmas 

Jubilee Coordinators. 
 

Hunger Hike should hit $90k this year, on par with last year's 

accomplishments! We got a certificate of appreciation for our own UU 

efforts. Rick Irvine will be delivering the certificate to the UU church 

office this week. 
The results of the first 5th Quarter program are in, and they're great! You 

can see the full announcement with numbers on LUM's website (http://

lafayetteurbanministry.org). 
LUM's Centralized Emergency Fund is in dire straits. Donations to this 

fund are down this year over past years. The CEF was started by the local 

churches that founded LUM pooling each of their ministers' 
emergency help funds together to be better managed by a single 

experienced group (and to prevent people from 'church shopping' for 

assistance). The CEF represents an efficient, responsible, and productive 

way to help those in our local community in need. It is a direct dollar-for

-dollar assistance to those in immediate need. If someone needs a pair of 

boots for work to keep their jobs, it comes from the CEF. If someone 

needs help keeping their heat on for a few weeks, that's CEF. If someone 

needs help keeping a landlord from evicting someone for a few more 

weeks, that's CEF. (Please note LUM does not cut people checks, instead 

LUM pays vendors, landlords, and utility companies directly.) Each 

person is limited to $150 a year, so it's not much, but it helps a lot of 

people locally. This is a critically important function and fund within 

LUM, and it desperately needs any assistance we could provide. One 

hundred percent of every dollar that goes into the CEF goes to help local 

people in need; no operating expenses are taken out of any donations to 

the CEF.    Rick Irvine 
     UU LUM Representative 
 

MOVIE:  THE PEOPLE SPEAK 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, November 6 at 4:00 pm, Rooms 

101/103 to view and discuss the documentary, The People Speak.  This 

film is based on Howard Zinn’s book, A People's History of the United 

States, and deals with America's struggles with war, class, race and 

women's rights.  Childcare and light refreshments will be provided. 
 

ONGOING COLLECTIONS FOR 

LUM & WOMEN’S SHELTER 

The Social Justice Committee sponsors an ongoing collection of canned food 

items for the LUM food pantry, as well as collecting personal items (soaps, 

shampoos, etc.) for the Women’s Shelter.  Two plastic bins are available for 

contributing items in the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for remembering those 

less fortunate than ourselves. 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  SOCIAL JUSTICE 

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 

TO HELP OUR VETERANS:  

STAND DOWN 
 

On Saturday, November 5 at 

Central Presbyterian Church in 

Lafayette, MFRI (Military 

Family Research Institute, Purdue 

University:  Martina Sternberg, 

USAF, Retired, & Jarrad Shaw, 

Undergraduate Assistant), and the Greater Lafayette 

community will host a Stand Down for homeless, 

unemployed, and disadvantaged veterans and their 

families.  In partnership with a number of community 

organizations, including Lafayette Urban Ministries 

(LUM), the Mary T. Klinker Veteran Center and the 

Central Presbyterian Church, this Stand Down will provide 

a wide variety of services and resources for at-risk service 

members, veterans and their families. 
 

The Social Justice Committee will participate in and 

represent the Unitarian Universalist Church in the Stand 

Down this fall.  We will provide bus tokens so that the 

veterans at the Stand Down (and those who visit the Mary 

T. Klinker Veteran Center) will be able to meet some of 

their transportation needs.  If you want to help with the 

Stand Down, please let Tom McConville or Jean Tyner 

know of your interest.  We need folks on Friday, 4 

November from 12-5:00 and Saturday from 7:30 to about 

3:00. We would like those who volunteer on Saturday to 

volunteer all day, from 7:30–12:00 or 11:30 – 3:00.  Thank 

you. 

http://lafayetteurbanministry.org
http://lafayetteurbanministry.org
http://www.cfs.purdue.edu/mfri/public/view-event.aspx?eventitemid=13


 

 

7 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

BLESSINGS SERVICE NOVEMBER 27 
 

In the midst of a hectic holiday season we may often feel pulled in 

too many directions. It is important to pause and take note of our 

blessings. What are you thankful for? Music? Family? Good 

friends? Health? Our church community? The Worship Committee 

is looking for members and friends to speak briefly during the 

November 27 service about what they are thankful for in their 

lives. If you prefer not to speak in the service, you may write down 

your thoughts and they will be read aloud. The Worship 

Committee looks forward to talking with you if you think you 

might be interested. Please contact Kat Braz: kat@purdue.edu. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to church member Frank Arnold for receiving the 

“Golden Pen Award” for his recent letter to the Journal & Courier 

regarding Capital Punishment!  Please see the article posted on the 

Social Justice Bulletin Board at church. 
 

THANK YOUS 
 

Many thanks to Doug Paprocki for his gift to the choir of Jim 

Scott’s Earth and Spirit Songbook. 
 

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO & UU ADVERTISING 
 

You might be hearing on the local public radio station that 

"Support for WBAA comes from the Unitarian Universalist 

Church."  That is thanks to fellow members of the congregation 

who made their contributions to WBAA do double duty by being 

routed through the church. And you could make it happen again! 

A check in the collection basket with WBAA written on the memo 

line would be collected in a special fund. Small donations 

appreciated, monthly giving especially. When sufficient funds 

have accumulated, the Publicity Committee uses that money to 

purchase a block of sponsorship slots on the radio. WBAA gets the 

same amount in the end, while we get to put our name before the 

public and help remind people where we are. So when you get that 

pledge drive letter or hear that radio plea, please consider the 

benefits of double dipping. If you have any questions, please ask!
         Martha Lempke, Publicity Committee 

 

BUILDING COMMITTEE THANK YOUS! 
 

Many thanks to Kitty Campbell for helping with building clean-up 

efforts.  A thank you goes to Michael Lewis for his efforts in 

putting up an outdoor church sign.  Many, many thanks to all our 

congregants for putting tables and chairs away after events. 
This helps save our cleaning crew very valuable time so they can 

get to the task of cleaning our very large Fellowship Hall floor. 
 

In order to make more room in the janitor's closet for our cleaning 

crew all shorter ladders have been moved to the lower room in 

Fellowship Hall.  Our very tallest ladder is still located in 

Fellowship Hall in the closet where we store tables and chairs. 
 JoAnn Darling,, Building Committee Chairperson 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL USE 
 

Thank you for your assistance in please being sure all chairs in the 

Fellowship Hall are put away in the end-closet after use.  We have 

hired a temporary cleaning service and it is cost prohibitive to have 

them moving furniture out of the way.  Four tables may be left 

standing out, but no chairs. 
 

QUAKER FARMERS INSTITUTE HELPING HANDS DAY 
 

Saturday, October 22 was “Help 

Your Quaker Neighbor Day” at the 

Farmers Institute Quaker (Society of 

Friends) Meeting House in 

Tippecanoe County.  Many thanks to 

all who came to help with lawn work 

and more, during a perfect day.  

Several UUs and individuals from 

groups that meet under our roof, 

along with Quakers from both the 

West Lafayette and Farmers Institute 

Meeting, spent a full day hauling 

brush, limbs, and clearing overgrown 

areas of vegetation in one of the most 

beautiful, historic country settings in 

Tippecanoe County.  Some also 

trekked down the road to visit one of 

the oldest cemeteries in this county, 

begun by Quakers in 1831.  The 

Farmers Institute, on the State and National Register of Historic 

Places, has since 2010 been listed by Indiana Landmarks as one of 

the ten most endangered historic sites in the State of Indiana.  We 

plan to hold a few more helping days in the spring and summer of 

2012—the Quakers plan also to re-institute their Fall Festival—

look for details in 2012.  Thank you again to all the helpers! 
 

WISH LIST 
 

The church is in need of a few items to help with indoor & outdoor 

responsibilities.  If you have any of the following in good working 

order that you are thinking of recycling, or would like to donate, 

please let us know… 
 

Many thanks to Bill Hayes for providing a weed-wacker! 
Thanks also to Tom McConville for a set of pruning sheers! 
 

Still needed… 
 

an additional large, and a couple small clippers 
work gloves, all sizes  
lawn trimmer/edger 
soaker hose(s)...again, thanks very much! 
 

CHURCH SCHEDULING 
 

Please remember to schedule all in-church meetings with the 

church office so that activities get onto the web-based calendar.  

People have called requesting information regarding several 

meetings of late which haven’t been scheduled and we’ve been 

unable to provide information to those inquiring.  Thank you. 

Purdue Football Schedule 

And UU Parking COVERAGE Sign-UP 
 

REMAINING Home Games, FALL 2011 

DATE OPPONENT GROUP  TIME 
 
Nov 12 Ohio State Choir  tba 
Nov 19 Iowa  RE  tba 

Mark Naylor, Quaker Farmers 

Institute Member & Caretaker 

(left), with UU Church Admin. 

Assistant Karin Bergman 

mailto:kat@purdue.edu


 

 
 

8 

Our Covenant 
Love is the spirit 

of this church 
and service 

is its law. 

This is our covenant: 
to dwell together 

in peace, 
to seek the truth  

in love, 

and to help 
one another. 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
is a nurturing religious community 

that celebrates diverse beliefs 
and encourages spiritual growth 

through lifelong learning. 

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 
in our life journeys and 

work toward social justice 

in the local and world communities. 

Michael Lewis 

“The Natural World” 
CD Release Concert 

Friday, November 11 
Unitarian Universalist Church 

7:30 pm in the Sanctuary 
Reception to follow, Fellowship Hall 

 

On Friday, November 11 Michael Lewis will present a free 
concert in the Unitarian Universalist Church Sanctuary to 
celebrate the completion of his first solo recording entitled 
The Natural World: Lyric-Driven Songs of the Borderlands.  
Michael received an Individual Artist Grant from the 
Indiana Arts Commission to fund the writing and recording 
of 6 of the 14 songs on this cd.   After two years of hard 
work on the new recording, Michael looks forward to 
sharing his music with UU friends at the upcoming concert.  
The concert begins at 7:30 pm and a reception is planned 
afterwards in Fellowship Hall. Information at 
www.trave lersdream.net  and  soon a lso  at 
www.michaellewismusicmusic.net. 

Heartland District Assembly 

March 31 - April 1, 2012 
Lansing Community College 

Lansing, MI 

"Torn Between Fuzzy Aspirations and Hard 

Realities"… 
 

 This year we are pleased and honored to present 

The Reverend Dr. Mark Morrison-Reed as our 

keynoter for our District Assembly March 31-April 

1. Mark writes this about his keynote: 
 There is a surprising, and painful, truth behind 

Unitarian Universalist efforts to become more 

racially and culturally diverse. This truth must 

begin with taking an honest look at who we are and 

why we are who we are, and it ends in a 

conundrum but not without hope. If UUs really 

want to change, accepting the truth is the only 

place to start. Torn between our reality and our 

aspirations what are we to do? This presentation 

considers why achieving diversity is challenging, 

but also talks about which congregations became 

successfully diverse and how. 
 Mark's presentation will be part of our look at 

what it means to be UUs committed to living in a 

world transformed, multi-cultural, multi-
generational, multi-racial, and many other multi's. 

Our weekend together should be the perfect lead in 

to this year's Justice General Assembly in Phoenix, 

Arizona, in June. We hope to have a workshop 

based on the UUA's "Common Read" for 2012, and 

have time to discuss immigration issues that arise 

here in our Heartland.   UU Heartland District Office 

Holiday Art Fair 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
333 Meridian Street, West Lafayette IN 

765.743.8812, uulafayette.org 

 
Friday, December 2, 5:00-9:00 pm 

Saturday, December 3, 10:00 am-4:00 pm 
 

Affordable Art by Area Artists; 
Pottery, Fiber, Fused Glass, Jewelry, 

Paintings, Photography, Mixed Media, Woodworking 
 

Live Music by Local Musicians 
 

Gourmet Food from Trudi’s Café 
featuring delicious soups, 

pastries, and more! 


